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13th ANNUAL SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Vgv< CONVENTION/EXPO & VSy' 
MILITARY VEHICLE SHOW W 

/ \ 16-20 September 1992 / X 

SANDS HOTEL — LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

You must be a registered conventioneer to be a part of all the action and adventure at the 1992 Convention- FREE to the first 200 
conventioneers — participation in AL MAR KNIVES* "THE GREAT ESCAPE." Early registration fee is $100 and must be received 
by 21 August 1992. Registration fee after 21 August 1992 is $135. 

THE GREAT ESCAPE SPONSORED BY AL MAR KNIVES! 

LI YES! I want to compete in THE GREAT ESCAPE at the 1992 SOF Convention, FREE, and I am enclosing my early registration 
fee of $100 to be received by SOF by 21 August 1992. Registration fee after 21 August 1992 is $135 and does not include THE 
GREAT ESCAPE. 


Q Check/MO Enclosed, made payable to SOF Convention ’92 C992 

LI Mastercard □ Visa Card #.___ Exp._^Signature_ 

Name_______._ 

Address_ 

Cit y _State_ Zip __Phone #_T-shirt size_ 

[PLEASE PHWT CLEARLY) 












ATTENTION: DESERT STORM VETERANS!! 


we re America’s Army & Navy Store!! 

For Over 65 Years The Kaufman Name 
Has Meant The Finest in Genuine Military * 
Goods, Gear, Equipment And Insignia. M 


New Desert Storm Awards!!— 
Official Issue, Approved Feb, ’92 
by The US Dept, of Heraldry. 

Civilian Service in Desert Storm-awarded by the US 
Department of Defense to all civilians who served in the 
Gulf during Operation Desert Storm /Desert Shield. 

Choose: , t0m j Price 

Full Size Medal MM-293 $19.95 

Mini Medal MM-294 9.95 

Ribbon, full size RI-294 1.25 

Lapel Button MR-294 7.95 i 

Liberation of Kuwait-awarded by the government of 
Saudi Arabia to all military personnel who served in the 
Gulf during Operation Desert Storm/Desert Shield. 
Choose: Item # Price 

Full Size Medal MM-295 24.95 

Mini Medal MM-296 18.95 

Ribbon, full size RI-296 2.95 

Enamelled Mini Ribbon MR-296 7.95 




i KUWAIT 
LIBERATION 


Jaf 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


■ Our Finest Military Rings 


006^ 



Desert Storm Marines Oesert Storm Special Forces 


Regulation Gl dog tags sel 
of 2 tags and 2 chains (one 4". 
one 24”). Choose: 

Stainless Steel Set. . Item #X-670 $4.00. 
Black Commando Set, Item #X-675 — $6.00. 

■ Printing for Dog Tags - we'ii 
print anything that fits! (6 lines, 15 spaces per line). 

Item #X-685. . . only $1.50 per tag ($3.00/set). 


Sorry! No Dog Tag Printing Orders By Telephone. 


I Dog Tag Silencers— black, non- 
glare rubber bumpers for tag. 

Item #X-650 ..$1.95/palr. 


■ Stealth Jet Fighter Wristwatch 

An incredible watch! Exacting scale model of the 
Stealth F-117 Jet Fighter in non-reflective black. On com¬ 
mand, you’ll hear the plane’s turbines whine until they 
roar while the Gattling gun fires deadly bursts of machine 
gun fire! Touch a hidden button and an accurate LCD 
watch pops out of the fuselage. 

The plane measures almost 3" long and 2" wide from 
wingtip to wingtip. The rubberized watchband will fit the 
wrist of any pilot aged 8 to 88. 

Item IR-228 .............114.95 


Tank Wristwatch 
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USMC Special Forces 

Our solid brass rings have been plated with 18 karat 
gold. Then each is hand fitted with a brilliant Austrian 
faceted crystal onto which we have etched the service 
logo in gold leaf! You will be delighted with the quality and 
fine detailed craftsmanship. Made in USA. 

Sizes: 8,9,10,11,12,13 $39.95/each 

Choose: 

■ U.S. Army ltem#B-40Q 

■ US. Navy_ Item #6-401 

■ U.S. Air Force. .ltem#B-402 

■ U.S. Marine Corps ... Item #A-775 

■ Special Forces ... Item #A-779 

■ Desert Storm - Army . ttem#B-406 

■ Desert Storm - Navy .. Item #B-407 

■ Desert Storm - Air Force Item #B-408 

■ Desert Storm - Marines Item #B-409 

■ Desert Storm - Special Forces. Item #B-410 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST., 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


I Kaufman’s Catalog - 
A $3.00 Value, 

(An award winner 
our catalog has 
been acclaimed by 
presidents and 
heads of state) 

Call or'write for 
your free copy. 


■SHIPPING COSTS 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart 
below with each order. Amounts shown include cost of 
postage, packaging, insurance and handling. 

Orders up to $10.00.,. .$3,95 

Orders from $10.01 to $20.00 . .$4.95 

Orders from $20.01 to $50.00 . .. $5.95 

Orders from $50.01 to $70.00 , ... $6.95 

Orders from $70.01 to $100.00 . ..$7,95 

Orders from $100.01 to $200.00 $8.95 

Orders over $200.01 , .$10.95 

Canadian Orders - Send Oouble Amount Indicated 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-545-0933 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 


This tank does it all! Touch a button and the cannon 
flashes red while the sounds of battle (machine guns, 
bombs, rockets) explode around you! Another hidden 
button shoots an accurate LCD watch out of the armor! 

Tank measures a huge 2 " long X 1 3 /s"wide X1 "tall. 
The turret swivels and the rubberized tank tread band 
adds to the look. Perfect for kids aged 8 to 88. 
Choose: Desert or Woodland Camo paint 
Item#R-225 ...... $14.95 

■ U.S. Aviator Sunglasses - 






JI W" 

ARMY&NAVY GOODS 

(505) 293-2300 

Dept. A309. 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque. NM 87112 
FAX: 505-275-1441 


Worn by U.S. pilots of Navy, Marines, Army. Air Force 
and NASA! Precision ground glass lenses are gray/ 
green in color, block 80% of visible light and provides 
UV protection. Straight, paddle temples. 

Specify Frame: Gold, Silver, or Black. 

Choose: 

□ Standard size (52 MM lens) 

Item #R-330.. .......... *31.95. 

□ Large Size (58 MM lens) 

Item #R-335.. . .*34.95. 
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NOTICE: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is a maga¬ 
zine of national and international distribution. There may 
be products in the magazine of which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be restricted, prohibited or 
subject to special-licensing requirements in your state. 
Purchasers should consult local law enforcement authori¬ 
ties in their area All data in this publication, technical or 
otherwise, is based upon personal experience or individu¬ 
als using specific tools, products, equipment and compo¬ 
nents under particular conditions and circumstances, some 
of which may not be reported in the article and which 
Soldier of Fortune has not otherwise verified.Soldier of 
Fortune, its agents, officers and employees disclaim any 
responsibility for all liability, injuries or damages. 


Since 1989 there have been 
astounding changes. Except in Serbia, 
the communist regimes in Eastern 
Europe are gone; the Soviet Union, 
core of the “Evil Empire," is no more. 
Between the defeat in December 1989 
of the communists’ “general uprising" 
in El Salvador and the February 1990 
elections in Nicaragua, the situation in 
Central America is radically improved. 
In Afghanistan, the Soviet army and 
the Najibullah puppet 
regime are gone. In 
short, Leninist socialism 
seems to be generally 
on the way out. 

There are still too 
many (and one is too 
many) police state 
tyrants bullying people 
who can't hit back. The 
successor states to the 
Soviet Union are still a 
long way from tolerant 
pluralistic democracies 
with prosperous economies; they still 
have major military forces, including 
massive nuclear capabilities. With their 
bankrupt economies, the temptation 
to sell these nukes to the likes of 
Muammar Khadaffi and Saddam 
Hussein is going to be hard to resist. 

China is still ruled by Stalinists. In 
1989 they made it obvious that they 
cannot be removed without massive 
revolutionary violence. The Chinese 
people do not forget: Next time, the 
AKs will be on both sides of the 
barricades. Meanwhile, Beijing rules 
more than 1 billion people and has a 
very large armed force and a massive 
strategic nuclear capability. They also 
have internal nationalities problems 
and several disputed borders. Whether 
they will assume leadership of the 
international communist movement, is 
yet to be seen, but the potential is 
there. 

In Cuba, as in China, the tyranny 
isn’t even making cosmetic noises 
about liberalizing. Castro has a very 
large army, led by men with long 
experience in the Soviets’ colonial wars 
in Africa, and he has a dismal record 
for making trouble. 


In each of these, and in several 
other tyrannies (North Korea, Vietnam, 
Zimbabwe, Libya, Syria, Iran .,.) there 
is no viable armed resistance, no civil 
opposition nor any assurance that, 
when the smash comes, the successor 
regime will be any improvement. A 
case in point is Afghanistan. 

But, there are effective freedom 
fighter movements in Croatia, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, Kurdistan, Burma, Laos, 
Mozambique, Sudan and 
Suriname. In Colombia, 
Bolivia and Peru, dismal 
alliances between left- 
wing terrorists and super¬ 
rich drug thugs corrupt 
the police and the armed 
forces, and threaten the 
survival of friendly 
governments. Also, a 
Marxist-led insurgency in 
Guatemala, the Tamil 
rebellion in Sri Lanka, and 
a few other “small wars" 
exist to be reported by the brave, 
tough, military-minded young men who 
do these things for us. All of this will be 
covered one way by CBS News and 
another way by SOF. 

In short, there are still a lot of 
dragons out there to be slain. 

And so, with the continuing support 
of our readers, the men of SOF will 
continue to bring you what’s really going 
on in the dragon-slaying business, 
including taking on the occasional 
dragon ourselves. 

And we are not alone. A newly 
formed entity called the U.S. Alliance 
for Freedom and Democracy (USAFD) 
has retired Major General Singlaub 
as honorary chairman, former 
Ambassador to Costa Rica and 
Colombia Lewis Tambs as chairman, 
and Joyce Downey as treasurer. These 
are old and loyal friends who have been 
battling the tyrants all their adult lives. 
The objective is to speak for the tortured 
and forgotten people in Laos, North 
Korea, Vietnam and wherever suffering 
under damnable tyranny will otherwise 
be forgotten. Their mailing address is 
P.O. Box 3023, Scottsdale, AZ 85271. 
Donations are gratefully received.* 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (ISSN 0145-6784/USPS 120-510) is published monthly by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, Ibc^ 
Boulder. Colorado. Second Class Postage Paid at Boulder, CO. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE, Subscription Department, P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054, or call 1-800-877-5207. U.S. and APO-FPO 
subscription rales Tor twelve monthly Issues: $28.00. California residents add 7 1/4 % tax. Canada add $I0.00/yr. additional 
postage (includes GST tax registration number R128476249). All other countries add $21.00. UA FUNDS ONLY. Single-Issue 
Price — U.S., $3.95: United Kingdom, £2.60; Canada, $4.75. 

CONTRIBUTORS: Mansucripts, photographs, drawings are submitted at the contributor's own risk. Material should be 
mailed to Articles Editor, SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, P.O. Box 693. Boulder, CO 80306), and cannot be returned unless 
accompanied by sufficient postage. Any material accepted is subject to such revision as is necessary to meet the editorial 
requirements or SOF. All manuscripts must be typed double-spaced. AH photographs should be credited and be accurately 
identified. Payment will be made at rates current at time or publication. Editorial office phone number is 303-449-3750. 

Copyright ©1992 by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 



SEPTEMBER 92 




























FEATURES 



DID THE MEDIA CAUSE 

THE L.A. RIOTS? . ..Reed Irvine & Joe Goulden 
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to the highest levels of the Sandinista hierarchy,.48 
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Reed Knighfs revolutionary suppressed 
Revolver-Pistol is chambered for 
special telescoped ammunition and 
equipped with tritium emergency sights, 
Aimpoint 5000 red-dot sight and 
Terminator ll-type laser sight. 

Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 
INSET: Iranian-backed Moslem 
extremists spell trouble for the West. 
Photo: Julian Gearing 
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were re-drawn. The 3rd District is 
basically a new creation, which 
includes a lot more Republicans and 
conservative, rural Democrats than 
Fazio’s former district. So this 
contest is far removed from the usual 
shoo-in for the incumbent. Its 
outcome affects all of us, and not 
only California’s 4th (now 3rd) 

District. If you’re in this district, be 
sure to register and vote. If not, you 
can make a valued contribution by 
sending a check to: 

Richardson for Congress — 1992 
P.O. Box 276267, Sacramento, CA 
95827. 

We normally do not devote space 
in an international magazine to local 
elections. But this one rates an 
exception. — Colonel Alex McColl 

ASSAULT RIFLES NOT USED 
IN CALIFORNIA CRIMES 

After a local nut-case shot up a 
Stockton school yard with an (illegally 
purchased-transported-possessed) 
semiauto AK back in 1988, California 
became the first state to outlaw sales 
of “assault” weapons. But the record 
reflects it was a pointless exercise. 

As Steve Helsely, assistant 
director of the state’s Division of Law 
Enforcement, told the Los Angeles 
Times , “These kinds of guns don’t 
play a large role in violent crime and 
they never have.” To wit: Of the fatal 
shootings investigated by the L.A. 
Police Department’s South Bureau 
homicide unit in 1990 and 1991, less 

Continued on page 10 

President Andrew Molchan of the National 
Association of Federally Licensed Firearm 
Dealers (NAFLFD), left, presented the 
annual Cicero award to American Shooting 
Sports Coalition (ASSC) director Richard 
Feldman, right, for his pro-gun efforts. 
Presentation took place at the Law 
Enforcement Alliance of America booth at 
the NRA convention in Salt Lake City. 
Photo: courtesy NAFLFD 


BACK A GOOD GUY... 

Former California state Senator 
H. L. “Bill” Richardson is running for 
Congress in the newly formed 
3rd District in California. Bill is a very 
strong, long-term vocal supporter of 
the citizen’s right to keep and bear 
arms; he is a 10-year director of the 
NRA and has a 100% pro-gun voting 
record as a state senator. 

Richardson has also been a strong 
supporter for cutting taxes and 
government spending, and advocates 
stiffer sentences for violent crimes. 

Bill is running against incumbent Rep. 
Vic Fazio, who is not “one of us.” 

Since graduating from college in 
1966, Fazio has never been off the 
public payroll. His gun-rights record is 
best summed up by the fact that in 
1990 he received $2,500 from 


When somebody saw a tractor wending its 
way through the mud of World War I and 
thought it might make a portable mount for 
a light artillery piece, the tank was 
conceived. And this wheeled farm tractor 
with homemade armor and mounting an 
HMG in Croatia may well share a common 
ancestry with a BRDM. 

Photo: Eric Micheletti, Raids magazine 


Handgun Control Inc. — the largest 
contribution in that year by HCI to 
any of the 435 members of Con¬ 
gress. In addition, Fazio’s voting 
record on defense could hardly be 
worse: It includes voting against both 
the resolution authorizing President 
Bush to go ahead with the Gulf War, 
and against funding for the Patriot 
missile. 

As a result of the 1990 census, 
California congressional districts 
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WINNING PAINTBALL 

Championship Tactics, Tips, and Tricks 
Guaranteed to Improve Your Game 


sj'f',: . 

This action-packed video is a behind-the-scenes look into the tactical expertise used in th&tforld- 



of championship professional paintball. Unlike other paintball films that are merely general, 
overviews of the sport, Winning Paintball is specifically designed to improve your game. FUmed Wer 
a 10 -month period of practice drills, contests and tournaments in cooperation with the nationally top- 
ranked Florida Terminators, this exciting tape reveals what separates the pros from the wannabes. Learn 


all of the proven methods for everything from game communications and concealment tricks to creating your owr 
Top professional players share and explain tips and insights to enhance both your personal and team’s., 0 ^if VVh‘* 
member of a recreational weekend team or are interested in entering the big leagues and competi tor caslvj| 
Paintball is sure to maximize your performance. Color, approx. 90 min., VFIS only. 



BOOK II-HOW TO GET 
ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
The Encyclopedia of 
Personal Surveillance 
by Lee Lupin 

This long-awaited follow-up to the 
best-selling first volume is a gold 
mine of the latest techniques and 
tricks of intelligence collection. Leam 
how to bypass computer passwords, 
look or listen through solid walls, 
gather personal data on anyone and 
much more! 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
photos, illus., 232 pp. $35.00 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equipment 
and tactics employed by this elite 
fighting force are covered, as are 
SEAL weapons, communications, 
diving, infiltration and exfiltration, 
survival and more. 8 1/2 x 11, soft- 
cover. photos, illus., 240 pp. $19.95 



SOLDIERS ON SKIS 
A Pictorial Memoir of the 10th 
Mountain Division 
by Flint Whitlock and Bob Bishop 
Here is the story of the 10th Mountain 
Division, the only U.S. troops spetial!y 
trained for mountain warfare. Vivid per¬ 
sonal accounts, including a Foreword 
by 10th veteran Sen. Bed Dole, and an 
outstanding collection of rare photos 
breathe rife into the memories and pay 
tribute to the heroes who fought and 
died in WWII. 11 x 8 1/21, hardcover, 
photos, illus., 244 pp. $50.00 


poi n i t m n\n 

L PM KIM 
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POLICE CROWD CONTROL 
Risk-Reduction Strategies 
for Law Enforcement 
by ('apt. Charles Beene, Ret. 
Beene headed the San Francisco 
Police Department's crowd-control 
unit so he knows firsthand the diffi¬ 
culty of balancing the right of assem¬ 
bly with that of public safety. His 
common-sense approach shows how 
to use the media, permits, barri¬ 
cades. mobile instant response and 
training to avoid riots. 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
softcover, photos. 128 pp. $16.00 



GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 
of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to ge! even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
These dirty tricks range from the 
simple to the elaborate, including 
more sophisticated schemes devised 
by CIA and Mafia members and 
political dirty tricksters. For enter¬ 
tainment only. 5 1/2x81/2, hard¬ 
cover. 208pp. $19.95 



GLOCK 
The New Wave 
in Combat Handguns 
by Peter Alan Rosier 
This book debunks the myths, lays to 
rest the rumors and, through photos 
of a special cutaway Glock that clearly 
display its unique inner mechanisms, 
demystifies the design and operations 
of what is surety the most innovative 
handgun introduced in some time - 
and possibly in the history of 
handguns. 5 1/2x8 1/2, hardcover, 
photos, illus., 304 pp. $25.00 


VIOLENCE. 
B it MILKS . 

Bkacti red 
Jaws e 


VIOLENCE, BLUNDERS, AND 
FRACTURED |AWS 
Advanced Awareness 
Techniques and Street Etiquette 
by Marc “Animal ” AfncYou/ig 

When you walk into a place, you 
have to be able to instantly identify 
the fighters, hustlers, workers, spec¬ 
tators and troublemakers. Find out 
how Animal and other professionals 
do this, based on their experiences 
as bouncers, drug dealers, bikers, 
prison officials and street people. 5 



THE GREAT AMERICAN 
DEER HUNT 

How Successful Deer Hunters 
Bag Trophy Deer and Keep Their 
Freezers Full 
by Larry Grupp 

Forty master deer hunters recount 
time-tested tricks and proven meth¬ 
ods for bagging big deer. This “case 
study" approach is a gold mine of 
deer hunting lore that will help you 
land that trophy buck or freezer-fill- 
tng critter. 8 1/2 x 11, hardcover, 
photos, illus., 240 pp. $39.95 



HANDGUN STOPPING POWER 
The Definitive Study 
by Evan Marshall and Ed Sanow 
Dramatic first-hand accounts of the 
results of handgun rounds fired into 
criminals by cops, storeowners, 
cabbies and others are the heart 
and soul of this long-awaited book. 
This is the definitive methodology 
for predicting the stopping power of 
handgun loads, the first to take into 
account what really happens when 
a bullet meets a man. 8 1/2 x 11, 
hardcover, photos, 240 pp. $39.95 



BLACK MEDICINE: THE VIDEO 
Vital Targets, Maximum Punishment 
A graphic demonstration of how to 
exploit the vulnerable vital points of 
the human anatomy. The instructors - 
bouncers in some of the most violent 
bars and roadhouses in the country - 
focus on strikes that they know from 
experience will put a man down. 
Some of the techniques in this video 
are only appropriate for life-or-death 
situations. Therefore, this film is for 
information purposes only. Color, 
approx. 50 mm., VHS only. $29.95 


CREDIT 

SECRETS 

-- v- - 

'-‘c.+M-zr* Eln-r.a? 
Dotf C' E-Ltr. 
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CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 
by Boh Hammond 
Solve your financial problems once 
and for all! These proven methods 
show how to eliminate debts and 
establish a perfect credit rating. 
Discover the inside tricks used by 
lawyers and professional credit 
consultants with this easy-to-follow 
program. 5 1/2x8 1/2. softcover, 

80 pp. $12.00 


ANYTHING 

ANYBODY 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi* 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info cn iock-pick techno¬ 
logy. how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 1/2 x 
11, softcover, illus., 272 pp. $30.00 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

Street Lethal...$15.95 

Screw Unto Others .... 

..$19.95 

U.S. Army Special Forces 

How to Find Anyone, 


Medical Handbook.. ..$19.95 

Anywhere.. 

..$19.95 

U.S. Navy SEALs (vinto).$29.95 

Break Contact, 


A Bouncer's Guide to 

Continue Mission. 

..$22.95 

Barroom Brawling.$17.95 

SEALs: UDT/SEAL Operations 

Just Say No 

in Vietnam. 

..$26.95 

To Drug Tests.$10.00 

Business Partners. 

..$22.95 

Mini-14 Super Systems...$16.95 

U.S. Army Special Forces 

Credit: 

A-Team Vietnam 


The Cutting Edge.$25.00 

Combat Manual. 

..$19.95 


PALADIN PRESS 

■ lE® p *°* Box 1 307-2IS 
Boulder, CO 80306 

Piease Send Me The Following Titles: 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE — DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Pal, iclin Press • P.O. Box 1307 • Boulder, CO 80306 
(103)443-7250 • FAX (103)442-8741 

I Videotapes tire iutnreturnable. Damaged tapes will he n>placed.} 


I 
I 
I 

^ITV- 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 

Mn 1-800-872-4993 

■■■■ Call 24 hours a day. 7 days a 
week. Send $ 1.00 for 50-page CATALOG 
of 350 lilies ‘free wilh order). 


□ VISA □ MASTERCARD EXP. 


LI CHECK / MONEY ORDER 


Subtotal - 


Address - 


Please Include * 
Postage & Handlng * 4,uu 


I 

I 

I 


. State - 


.zip- 


total 
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painted'faces 


ONESHur 
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BRIEFINGS ON PRESENE 
AND POTINEIAl KARS 


0estopo 


CRAIG ROBERTS 


LESSONS of 
MODERN 
WAR, 


The Storming of Panama 

minus hmnll? 

. Kirjirtt Milt • (ilik Bihir 


One sure-fire way gets you top-caliber 
books—the kind you won’t spot in 
bookstores. Set your sights on 
The Military Book Club. 


PISTOLS 


BAND OF 
BROTHERS 


1073+ $14.95 7715 $22.00 5546 $12.95x 8342 $25.00 9100 $35.00 9050+ $14.95 5785 $16.95x 6445+ $9.95 0075+ $17.95 


MILITARY 

LESSONS 


GUIDE TO 


7195+ $14.95 5801 $22.95 


Counts as 2 choices x Special edition exclusively for Club members +Softcover ++Fiction 


8 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


:].i 

m 

'k 

3 

L 1 


Ll 

iM 







































































































I j THES| 

'FOUR DEUCES 

A Korean Ww Scary 


.DAVID 
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PHILLIP D 
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KILLER 


■ui.roraimr 

SOUAJRON 


Joe Weber 


RALPH PETHS 


PRISONERS 
OF WAtt * 

amer:c/> 

ahnold krammlo 


STRANGERS IN A 
STRANGE LAND 


5553 $24.95 6163 $18.95 7567 $29.95 5991 $24.95 6643 $24.95 5637 $19.95 8292+ $16.95 6460 $12.95x 1511+ $24.95 


v Juhn R Qa^ U SAirrv 


Rohert Wilcox 






m? 
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6197 $29.95 0174 $22.95 1404+ $14.95 6783+ $14.95 

HERE’S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOU JOIN... 

4 BOOKS FOR 980. Send no money now. You’ll be billed 980, plus 
shipping and handling, when your membership is accepted. 

A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. If you’re not 100% satisfied with 
your books, return them within 10 days at our expense. Membership 
will be canceled and you’ll owe nothing. 

THE FREE CLUB MAGAZINE. You’ll receive up to 16 issues a year. 
Each issue reviews the Featured Book Selection(s) plus a wide variety 
of alternate books from the Club’s extensive library. 

SHOPPING MADE SIMPLE. To get the Featured Book Selection(s), do 
nothing —it will be sent automatically. If you prefer another book—or 
none at all—simply return your Member Reply Form by the specified 
date. A shipping and handling charge is added to each order. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON HARDCOVER BOOKS. Save as much as 30% 
off publishers’ edition prices. Club books are sometimes altered in 
size to fit special presses. 


6007++ $19.95 

THE 


6668++ $19.95 


6288 $12.95 4804 $24.95 


M W r W*l\ 1W V' mail TO: The Military Book Club 
MJjM li'lltl 6550 East30th Street 

BOOKCLUB*** Indianapolis, IN 

Your #1 Source for Military Books 


SAVE MORE—BUY YOUR FIRST BOOK 
NOW FOR $3.99 

□ Send me the book I’ve indicated and reduce 
my commitment to only 3 more books. Bill me 
an additional S3.99, plus shipping and handling. 


(write book number) 


37401 


41 


0398 $24.95 

1 


Please write book 
numbers here: 


YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club 
according to the risk-free membership plan described 
in this ad. Send me the 4 BOOKS I’ve indicated. Bill me 
just 980, plus shipping and handling. 


37402 


42 


If you select a book that 
counts as 2 choices, write 
the first 4 digits of the book 
number in one row of boxes 
and 9999 in the next. 


, Mr./Mrs. 


AN EASY-TO-MEET OBLIGATION. Take up to 2 years to buy 4 more * Miss/Ms__ I 

books at regular low Club prices. Afterwards, you may resign I I 

membership anytime. | Address-Apt_| 


RISK-FREE RETURN PRIVILEGES. If you get an unwanted book 
because your Club magazine was delayed and you had less than 10 
days to respond, simply return the book at our expense. 

PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR PUBLISHERS’ HARDCOVER EDITIONS. 

CLUB HARDCOVER EDITIONS SAVE YOU UP TO 30%. I_ 


City- 


- State _ 


-Zip_ 


I Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from Canada, where offer is I 
I slightly different. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right to reject any application. 

SOF 9/92 
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than 2% involved “assault” weapons. 

Of 341 gang-related fatal 
shootings investigated by the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department 
in 1990 and 1991, only 28 involved 
“assault” weapons. Of 1,979 guns 
seized in 1990 by California narcs, 
only 58 were on the California list of 
banned “assault” weapons. Only six 
of 199 weapons examined by the 
Orange County Sheriff’s crime lab 
were on the list. In Huntington Beach, 
it was only seven out of 264. San 
Diego police firearms examiners only 
saw two “assault" weapons of some 
124 examined in connection with 
1990 crimes. 

Where’s the crime associated with 
“assault" weapons? Oh, here it is: Of 
the 300,000 to 600,000 estimated 
“assault” weapons in California, only 
70,000 were registered. Assuming a 
median number of 450,000 and 
subtracting the 70,000 which were 
registered, that leaves something like 
380,000 “assault” gun owners who 
are now criminals by legislation. 

CORRECTION... 

The item in the July “Bulletin 
Board” entitled “Update: Lawmaster 
And The Phantom Accuser” con¬ 
tained an unfortunate misquote of 
Lawmaster’s attorney Steven L. 
Sessinghaus, Esq. The subject 
quote should have read: “We’re 
alleging wrongdoing by the govern¬ 
ment.” SOF regrets this error. 



California's state Senator H.L. "Bill” 
Richardson, now running for U.S. Congress 
in California’s 3rd District — Competent, 
honest, uncompromising in his defense of 
individual rights of lawabiding citizens. 
Photo: courtesy Richardson for Congress 

PEROT ON GUN RIGHTS... 

NRA spokesman Jim Baker, 
questioned by SOF Editor/Publisher 
Robert K. Brown regarding indepen¬ 
dent presidential candidate Ross 
Perot’s position on gun rights, 
responded “We don’t yet have the 
details on his position, but he is 


U.S. POW/MIAs —ALIVE 
IN RUSSIA? 

As we go to press, the dust is just 
clearing from the verbal bombshell 
dropped by Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin — U.S. POWs may still be alive 
in the former Soviet Union. 

On 12 June, Yeltsin sent a letter to 
the U.S. Senate’s Select Committee 
on POW and MIA Affairs, stating that 
nine U.S. aircraft were downed in the 
1950s, with 12 surviving crewmen held 
in prison camps and “psychiatric clin¬ 
ics” of the Soviet gulag. He also re¬ 
vealed that perhaps hundreds of U.S. 
servicemen imprisoned in Nazi camps 
liberated by Soviet forces were held in 
Soviet labor camps long after World 
War II ended. 

advocating a stronger criminal justice 
system response to violent crimes 
involving firearms, which is the NRA’s 
position.” 

Any chance the NRA will endorse 
Perot? “We’re not going to endorse 
anyone until after the conventions. 

And we’re not ruling anyone out yet 
either. It’s within the realm of possibil¬ 
ity that the NRA will back Perot.” 

Perot stated that waiting periods 
and registration aren't the answers to 
gun violence during a call-in session 
on NBC’s Today broadcast of 15 
June. Look for a major article on 
Perot in an upcoming SOF. 



STAY IN CONTACT! 


IN THE FIELD-ON THE FARM-IN THE PLANT 

OR ANYWHERE INSTANT COMMUNICATION IS NEEDED 

• HANDLE EMERGENCIES 

• INCREASE EFFICIENCY 

• MOVE PEOPLE & EQUIPMENT 

Rcidiuy 

* orvts*X cr UOTO**XA wc ^ 


SPECIAL 

&n*J;-J Mode iP50 


ORDERS ONLY CALL 


antenna. 


cadmium 


ALSO AVAILABLE: l/\A Nb 

• PORTABLES AVAILABLE FROM 1-5 WATTS W Y \ f 

• MOBILES FROM 15-110 WATTS 7 V 

• NEW SYNTHESIZED OR CRYSTAL CONTROL 
• 2-32 CHANNELS 

• TOP QUALITY RADIOS FROM MOTOROLA. 

TRADE-INS ACCEPTED. 

CENTRAL MOBILE 
COMMUNICATIONS 

770 GRAND BLVD., DEER PARK, N.Y. 11729 


For Technical Information 
and in N. Y. State 
please call: 

516-667-7200 


VHF&UHFFM 

2-WAY COMMUNICATIONS 

FOR PERSONAL & BUSINESS USE. 
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General Dmitri Volkogonov, head 
Russian representative on the joint 
U.S.-Russian commission checking re¬ 
ports of U.S. POWs in the former So¬ 
viet Union, stated an eccentric Ameri¬ 
can reportedly living in the Ural Moun¬ 
tains may be one of these lost men. 

On 15 June, Yeltsin followed with 
an NBC News interview, during which 
he said U.S. POWs from the Vietnam 
War “were transferred to the territory 
of the former USSR and were kept in 
labor camps. We don’t have complete 
data and can only surmise that some 
of them may still be alive.” 

Later, addressing the U.S. Con¬ 
gress (17 June), Yeltsin said, “I prom¬ 
ise you that each and every document 
in each and every archive will be ex¬ 
amined in order to investigate the fate 
of every American unaccounted for. 
As president of Russia,~l - assure you 
that even if one American has been 
detained in my country, and can still 
be found, I will find him. I will get him 
back to his family." He received a stand¬ 
ing ovation. 

During the Korean War, photo re¬ 
connaissance and weather missions 
along and over Northeast Asia (prob¬ 
ably including the Siberian coast, 
Sakhalin island, the Korean peninsula 
and China) were flown by RB-29 air¬ 
craft based in northern Japan. These 
World War ll-era bombers were no 
match for MiG-15 interceptors, and a 


number were lost. Some crewmen 
were captured by the North Koreans 
and Chinese. 

One RB-29 pilot, repatriated after 
the war, told U.S. officials of being 
questioned by Korean captors about 
other U.S. airmen who were MIA and 
presumed dead. A Russian officer was 
present at his interrogation. A stan¬ 
dard procedure following a POW inter¬ 
rogation is to cross-check the informa¬ 
tion one prisoner has given you with 
another prisoner’s, and this aviator be¬ 
lieved this was the Russian’s intention. 
He felt this strongly indicated that the 
Soviets had captured Americans, but 
this was never acknowledged — by 
either the Russians or the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment— until Yeltsin’s remarks. 

In the Cold War years of the 1950s, 
intelligence collection missions contin¬ 
ued by RB-29/50S, and later by 
RB-47 and RB-57 aircraft. These sub¬ 
sonic jet bombers were workhorse in¬ 
telligence-collection platforms until de¬ 
velopment of the high-flying U-2 photo¬ 
reconnaissance aircraft in the late '50s. 
Officers and technicians who operated 
RBs would have been choice prizes for 
Soviet intelligence. 

On 1 July 1960, an RB-47H on an 
ELINT (electronics intelligence) mission 
was downed by a MiG-19 over the 
Barents Sea, and Yeltsin's remarks in¬ 
dicate that a number were shot down 
or forced down over Soviet territory. 


Why the Soviets made such a pub¬ 
lic spectacle of Gary Powers, shot 
down in a U-2 in 1960, but kept silent 
about any earlier captives is a mystery 
not yet answered. Also unanswered: 
Why hasn’t the U.S. government dis¬ 
cussed the losses of these men? Op¬ 
erational security is no longer a valid 
excuse. 

Of more recent concern: Yeltsin's 
acknowledgement that U.S. POWs 
were taken to the USSR during the 
Vietnam War. Retired U.S Army Colo¬ 
nel Fred Caristo, one of the most 
knowledgeable sources on POW/MIA 
matters (see “We Tried So Hard," Feb. 
’92, and ‘Tales Of A POW Hunter," 
March ’92), has stated that the elec¬ 
tronics warfare officers on U.S. attack 
aircraft were of high intelligence inter¬ 
est to the Soviets. 

It is Caristo’s belief that a number 
of these “back seaters” were taken to 
Russia, where more sophisticated in¬ 
terrogation techniques (i.e., drugs) 
could be used in questioning them. 

Caristo told SOF “when the Sovi¬ 
ets got everything they needed, they 
probably just overdosed them on the 
same drugs. I really doubt any of these 
guys are alive." But perhaps Boris 
Yeltsin's honesty will at last allow their 
families to know the truth. We can 
only hope.^ 


Before you buy your next pistol or 

n, why not 
watch a little TV first. 



Benelli Ml Super 90 Defense, 
one of 27 different models 


See the new 40-minute HK & 

Benelli video tape to find out why 
these firearms are so uncompromising! 



P7M8 9mm, 
one of 10 
models 







Call 1-800-262-2079 for your 40-minute P7/Benelli shotgun video tape. 


In a world of compromise, some don’t 


Or write Heckler & Koch, Dept SFV, 21480 Pacific Blvd., Sterling, VA 22170 
Please include $6.95 (check, money order, VISA or Mastercard Number) 
to cover shipping & handling. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


SEPTEMBER 92 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 11 




FLAK 


LETTER FROM SARAJEVO 

In November 1991 I wrote an article 
on the conflict in Yugoslavia that some 
readers deemed to be pro-Croat and 
anti-Serb. Hate mail and irate phone 
calls flooded Soldier Of Fortune's offices 
denouncing me for attacking the Serbs 
in Croatia. Having just returned from 
Sarajevo in Bosnia-Herzegovina, the 
former capital of Yugoslavia, I want to 
report the following incidents: 

An 11-year-old girl ventured from 
her artillery-battered home in Dobrinja, 
a suburb of Sarajevo, to search for 
food and water while her family huddled 
in the basement of their home. Minutes 
after she entered the street, a sniper’s 
round hit her and she dropped to the 
sidewalk. A 40-year-old neighbor was 
shot in the hip by the same sniper as 
she ran to the child's aid. Both died in 
the street. 

A convoy of vehicles carrying 
families fleeing from mortar, artillery 
and tank rounds raining on Sarajevo 
was stopped by Serbian guerrillas and 
the occupants ordered out. Children 
and parents were quickly separated 
and the fathers were told the children 
were to be executed on the spot. 

When the fathers pleaded to be shot 
instead, they were told that the 
children’s deaths would send a 


message far stronger to the Croats 
and Moslems. Kalashnikovs made 
quick work of defenseless children and 
the Serbs left. 

Croat and Moslem civilians of all 
ages were blown apart in Sarajevo 
streets by Serbian tank-fire as they 
waited in line for bread. 

I never said that all Serbs were 
murderers of defenseless women and 
children, but it seems to me that Serbs 
shelling Sarajevo and those guilty of 
murdering the children and elderly 
seeking bread can’t be classed as just 
“good old boys!” 

Mike Williams 

Zagreb, Croatia 

DRUG WAR DISASTER 

Regarding your article on “Cuban 
Cocaine Cabal 1 ’ (July ’92), at the risk of 
sounding trite, how much longer is it 
going to take America to realize that 
much of our drug problem is a 
communist conspiracy? There is no 
way we as a nation can continue to 
fight a “drug war” without invading and 
occupying most of our Latin neighbors 
or declaring the Constitution null and 
void. 

As a Libertarian, I believe that our 
drug prohibition is 100% identical to 
alcohol prohibition. The increase in 


crime and hard drug use parallel it in 
every manner. The worst part of the 
drug war is the threat to our liberty. 
The entire Bill of Rights is in jeopardy, 
especially the Second Amendment, 
because the commie-libs blame guns 
and not people for their actions. 

What is the biggest fear of 
communists 7 A free market. Fidel will 
not last another day if the drug lords 
have their black-market carpet yanked 
from under their feet. Neither will the 
drug lords. 

As far as I’m concerned, you can 
have your joint if I can keep my Smith. 

David M. Holden 

High Ridge, Missouri 

PRIVATE SECURITY GUARDS NOT 
UP TO SNUFF 

Last year your magazine published 
an article involving the Department of 
Energy and the Emergency Reaction 
Team [“Nuclear Snake Eaters," April 
’91] that it used to handle extreme 
problems. What your magazine did not 
explain is that this and other special 
teams in the government are actually 
composed of private security 
personnel. 

It seems that some of the so-called 
high threat level areas — the State 
Department, the Department of Energy 
and a few others — are protected by 
security guard companies with little or 
no authority and lacking all but the 
minimum training to actually carry out 
its support mission. 

Not matter how well intentioned it 
may be to put a program together to 
save the American taxpayer money, 
rest assured in the long run it costs 
more money because of high employee 
turnover due to low morale, conflicting 
orders, requirements and 
specifications, minimal training, 
constant harassment, no benefits and 
less-than-qualified leadership. 

It will never replace a highly 
motivated, well-trained professional 
ERT force. 

Name Withheld 

We would like to hear from other 
knowledgeable readers on this subject, 
preferably with specifics . — RKB 

KING GEORGE 

As we approach election time, let 
us all remember “George The-Assault- 
Rifle-Ban Bush" has been responsible 
for banning more firearms than any 
Democrat ever did. 
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PROFESSIONAL K-9 SECURITY SERVICES 

PERSONAL PROTECTION DOGS • POLICE PATROL DOGS • 

NARCOTIC DETECTOR DOGS • AREA PROTECTION DOGS • EXPLOSIVE DETECTOR 
DOGS • TRACKING DOGS • DUAL PURPOSE DOGS • CUSTOM TRAINED DOGS 


bout Von Ruffinhagen 

Von Ruffinhagen offers the 
finest multi-breed collection of hand¬ 
picked, titled working dogs. Primarily 
imported from Germany and Holland, 
these dogs offer ideal temperament for 
families. Von Ruffinhagen has a vast U.S. 
network of trainers, breeders, and other 
suppliers who provide the few working 
dogs that are not imported. Among the 
Von Ruffinhagen selection are German 
Shepherds, Doberman Pinschers, 
Rottweilers, Malinois, Boxers, and many 
others. All dogs have complete medical 
records, hip and elbow certification, and 
all other papers, ensuring a perfect dog for 
your protection needs. 

Our kennels are located just 
outside Atlanta, Georgia, allowing Von 




Ruffinhagen immediate access to the 
Southeast. At the kennels, full protection 
training for the street and home is 
provided to officers/owners and their 
canine partners. Off-site training is also 
available to individual officers, as well as 
complete K-9 units. This ensures that all 
training is overseen by our staff of 
certified expert dog trainers no matter 
where you are located. No stone is left 


basic obedience, the dog is taught the 
False Run- an exercise in control. The dog 
is agitated by aggressive or threatening 
movements, but is trained not to leave the 
handler's side. This training teaches the 
dog to be aware of the danger but have 
enough control to stay beside the handler 
until commanded to attack. 

In Attack Training, a dog is 
taught to unhesitatingly react against an 


unturned as we 
prepare your 
canine partner 
for personal 
protection of 
your family and 
home, narcotics 
detection, area 
protection and 
explosive 
detection, 
tracking, or 
dual purpose 
protection 
responsibilities. 



intruder when he is 
commanded to do so. 
The canine will 
continue the attack 
until the intruder 
gives up, or if the dog 
is at any point 
commanded to stand 
off. The dog will then 
return directly to the 
officer's/owner's side, 
constantly aware that 
the danger is not over 
until the intruder is in 
the squad car or 
removed. The dog is 


also trained to attack 


without command if the officer/owner is 


on Ruffinhagen Training 

Von Ruffinhagen dogs are 
trained with one philosophy in mind: The 
protection of his partner/owner is a dog's 
main objective. This is accomplished 
through intense Personal Protection 
Training. Our dogs are not trained to 
attack only through aggression. They are 
trained to evaluate a situation, determine 
what the possible danger is, then attack 
when commanded or when the 
officer/owner or the dog is threatened. 
Personal Protection Training is 
accomplished both on and off-leash. After 


himself being attacked or in danger, such 
as during a felony search for weapons or 
contraband. In this case, the dog will place 
himself in front of the intruder or felon for 
the best security advantage. 

These dogs are also trained in all 
other phases of Law Enforcement, such as 
Obstacle Course, Reattack, Open Area 
Search, Building Search, Felony Search, 
Vehicle Attack, and Search and Attack 
under Gunfire. Combined, these training 
efforts provide a dog who will protect you 
(with his life if necessary) while you 
protect and defend the citizens of your city 
or neighborhood. 



S pecialized Training 

Explosive Detection: Explosive 
Detector Dogs are trained to detect 
explosives through a positive reward 
system. They are trained to detect C-4 
plastic, detonation cord, TNT, smokeless 
powder, ammonium nitrate, and any other 
explosive requested by the client. The 
dogs are trained to find these explosives in 
any number of places such as aircraft, 
buildings and vehicles, as well as in 
luggage and packages. Narcotics 
Detection: Narcotics detection is a 
positively reinforced activity for these 
energetic working dogs. They are taught 
from the beginning that a successful search 


is rewarded with play or a treat. These 
dogs are trained to actively seek out illicit 
drugs such as Heroin, Marijuana, Cocaine, 
Methamphetamines, or any other drug 
specified by the client. They are trained to 


search luggage, packages, buildings, 
vehicles, and aircraft, as well as any other 
specified location. Tracking: Tracking is a 
specialty that can often be added to 
existing training of a dog. These dogs are 
trained in search and rescue, lost or dead 


individual, and fugitive search. Von 
Ruffinhagen offers these and other 
specialized training to those officers and 
members of private firms who require no 
just a dog, but a companion...a member of 
the family who will spend every day of his 
life defending yours and your family's. For 
more information on Von Ruffinhagen, its 
services, and its dogs, call or write today. 
We are eager to serve your needs. 


VonRiiffmbagen 



TRAINING, ADULT & PUPPY SALES, 
IMPORTING, & STUD SERVICES 


Corporate Office: Harrison Forbes, 
President • 160 Ciairemont Avenue, 
Suite 592 • Atlanta, Georgia 30030 
• (404) 373-DOGS 
Kennels: David Taylor 
535 Bo Jones Road • Covington, 
Georgia 30209 • (404) 787-8214 
Nationwide Toll-Free 
1 (800) 922-DOGS 
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His call for, and support of, the 
Crime Bill with its waiting periods, anti¬ 
gun provisions and trashing of your 
legal rights under the guise of drug/ 
crime controls would abort what little 
freedoms you have left. 

I, for one, will vote Libertarian, for it 
is better to fight for the truth than to 
pave the way for our own destruction 
by electing those with a proven record 
of being our enemy. A vote against 
the Second Amendment is a vote 
against us all personally, and we have 
every right to tell this current “King 


George” to get stuffed. 

Those who will not stand up and tell 
Bush “No New Gun Laws” will deprive 
themselves and their offspring of liberty 
and justice for generations to come. 

Robert Harrison 

Hollywood, Florida 

The NRA has told Bush he’s going 
to have to demonstrate that he 
deserves gun lobby support by doing 
one or more of the following: fire BATF 
director Higgins, revoke the import ban 
on assault rifles, admit he made a 


mistake in supporting said ban, and 
guarantee he will veto the Brady Bill . 

The Bush crowd thinks irate gun 
owners have no place else to go. NOT! 
We can focus all our efforts and money 
into Congressional elections. 

By the way, if we want a pro-gun 
Congress, every gun owner must 
register and vote! — RKB 

PSYCHOPATHS & MERCS 

I have seen your magazine at the 
supermarket and bookstores but never 
thought twice about buying one, 
because I thought all it was was just a 
bunch of psychopaths with guns and 
ads for mercenaries. 

One day, on impulse, I bought one 
and it hit home. I was shocked at how 
much bullshit the media has been 
feeding me. 

In my first issue (June ’92) there 
were stories about the Gun Gestapo 
and BATF abuses of gun-owners’ 
rights. When I read your “Command 
Guidance” in the July ’92 issue I blew a 
fuse at how stupid the BATF is. 

Mr Brown, I can’t thank you enough 
for opening my eyes. I am now (as of 
yesterday) a member of the NRA. 

Erik Booher, Age 15 

Zionsville, Indiana 


As a reader for many years, I was 
interested to see (in “Gun Gestapo,” 
June ’92) the BATF doing a great 
impression of the SS in World War II 
— not to mention Czechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia and China. 


The Leader in Surveillance and 
Detection Technology 


Night Vision (I, II, & III Gen.) 


AN/PVS-7B 
Mono-Tube 
Goggle (II Gen.) 

$ 4500 °° 


AN/PVS-4 Weapon Sight 

SOOQKOO New with Excellent 
O Cond. Intensifier 


NVG-500 

Starlight 

Goggles 

* 5850 “ 


(Mil. Spec.) 



SC/Stano-500 

Pocketscope 


AN/TVS-2B MINI-NOD 

Reconditioned Unit 

$ 3550 00 


Catalog 

$400 


Ml 8 Infrared Binocular RECOND. 


Seismic Intrusion 
Detection 


AN/PVS-2B 

Weapon Sight 


$ 1895 00 


Plus $100. for 
weapon mount. 



AN/PSR-1A 

Wire-Intrusion 

Device 

$ 275 °° 



STANO Components 

P.O. Box 2048 • Carson City, Nevada 89702 
(702) 246-5281/(702) 246-5283/Fax (702) 246-5211 
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A piece of American History. 

From World War II to Desert Storm, the A-2 Leather Flying 
Jacket is one of the most famous pieces of battle gear in 
history. During World War II, the brave pilots of the U.S. 
Army Air Corps relied on the A-2 for protection and comfort. 
The A-2, updated to current military spec’s, was worn by 
our U.S. Air Force pilots in the Gulf War, too. Light¬ 
weight and comfortable yet “tough as nails,” 

A-2 identifies its wearer as one of an elite, 
brave breed of fighting men. 

Genuine Military Issue. 

Not a Commercial-Reproduction. 

Cooper Sportswear was an original sup¬ 
plier of the A-2’s worn by America’s World 
War II flying heroes. 

When the Air Force recently recommis¬ 
sioned the A-2 after 
45 years of retire¬ 
ment, it awarded the 
first open-bid contract 
to none other than Cooper 
Sportswear. Now, you can 
own the very same jacket issued 
to U.S. Air Force pilots. Not a repro¬ 
duction and not a look-alike copy — this is the genuine 
article! Available exclusively from Willabee & Ward . 

Proudly Made in the U.S.A. MADE IN 

The Cooper A-2 is made in the U.S.A. 
using materials and production methods 
specified by the U.S. Air Force. Premium 
goatskin ensures ruggedness and great looks. 

Knitted cuffs and waist band and a spun 
cotton-blend lining ensure draft-free comfort. Details 
include regulation snap-down collar, shoulder epaulets, and 
roomy snap-close pockets. You’ll also receive a certificate 
of authenticity stating that yours is a U.S. Air Force A-2. 
Battle-proven and built for long life, the Cooper A-2 actually 
gets better-looking with age. 

Payable in Convenient Monthly Installments. 

The Cooper A-2 Leather Flying Jacket can be yours for just 
$249 (plus $7.50 shipping and handling) payable in six 
convenient monthly installments of $42.75 charged to your 
credit card. Satisfaction guaranteed. If you are not delighted 
with your jacket, simply return it in original condition 
within 30 days for exchange or refund. 


the 


Accept no substitutes! 

This is the actual Cooper A-2 jacket supplied 
to the United States Air Force. 


CALL TOLL-FREE:1-800-331-1858 EXT. 606-427 


Order today. Available in even sizes 34-52 regular and long. 
Call about larger sizes (to 60) available for $50 more. 

(For best fit, order one size larger than your normal jacket 
size.) Have questions about sizing? Call us - we’ll fit you 

over the phone. Phone orders normally shipped next business day. 

F 

©1992 MBI 


Satisfaction 

Guaranteed 


Name- 


(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 


Willabee & Ward 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, Conn. 06857 

CALL TOLL-FREE: 1-800-331-1858 Ext 606-427 

Please send me_Cooper A-2 Genuine Leather Flying Jackets. 

Size (Even sizes 34-52):-□ Regular □ Long 

Charge each of 6 installments of $42.75* to my credit card. 

□ Mastercard □ VISA □ Discover □ Amer. Express 


Credit Card # Exp. Date 


Address_ 

City/State/Zip_ 

Signature___ 

(All Orders subject to acceptance) 

□ I prefer not to use a credit card and will pay by check. 
Enclosed is my check for $249 plus $7.50 shipping/ 
handling, a total of $256.50*. 

* Any applicable sales tax will be billed with shipment. 

Higher shipping/handling outside U.S. 


The official military issue 

GENUINE LEATHER A-2 FLYINGJACKET 








































W Did You Miss Thel 992 Orlando 
/ \ SOF Convention? m IBS 



PAYMENT: 

_MC/VTSA 

CHECK MO 




Size 


Exp. Date 


SuErtataL 
S*H 

CO add 3.7% sales Ux 
TOTAL 


Price 


Call 1-800-743-5624 
for Immediate Delivery 


Or Send To: 

SOF Exchange, PO Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


Heavy cotton T-Shirt with 6 brilliant colors 
T-Shirt #9292 

Then Gel The 1992 
Collector's T-Shirt 
White It Lasts! 



Card #_ 

Signature_ 

Name_ 

Street- 

City, State, Zip_ 

Add $3.00 S&H for first item, $1.00 each additional 
item. Colorado residents add 3.7% sales tax. 

S'MXtXL XXL- S1JMmore 



I believe readers would 
overwhelmingly appreciate not a “World 
Sitrep,’’ but a sitrep for the USA. The 
Tulsa incident is a prime example. I 
believe this would prompt those on the 
edge of their seats to go ahead and 
pick up pens and phones and raise 
hell. We can’t rely on the NRA alone to 
voice our opinion. 

Name Withheld 

Conroe, Texas 

MORE SUPPORT FROM OUR 
READERS 

OK! I’ve been blown out of my 
comfort zone. I hardened my heart to 
your first appeal in the magazine. Then 
I got your letter and started thinking 
about what this rag means to me ... 

In 1976, as a young trooper on 
active duty, I would place my copy of 
SOF prominently in my wall-locker 
display. The inspecting officer would 
spot the magazine, pick it up and 
suddenly it didn’t matter how much dust 
lay on my shelves. Sometimes, though, 
we’d be standing at attention while he 
read the whole damned magazine. 

Later, as a student, I left SOF 
prominently displayed in my apartment. 
One factor in my successful choice of 
a mate was my selection of a woman 
who could deal with the fact that I read 
magazines which might feature a pile 
of skulls on the cover. 

The magazine first clued me in about 
the IAAV Israeli jump tour, which 1 finally 
got to attend in 1988. I raged along 
with your first big lawsuit and gave a 
big spontaneous OO-RAHHH in the 
Berlin U-Bahn when the Fifth Circuit 
reversed. 

So here’s a check. You may find it 
amusing that one lawyer is helping pay 
your lawyers. I agree with the guy who 
suggested you counterattack these 
plaintiffs. If I weren’t working for Uncle 
Sam, I’d join the team. 

I want SOF to still be around so my 
kids can use it to disrupt wall-focker 
inspections. 

Mike Finn 

Address withheld 


When I came back from Vietnam in 
’68, I felt great. Then, for many years, 
the media tried to tell me I was a fool 
at best, a psycho killer at worst. Family 
and friends were supportive, many 
people told me they felt sorry for me, 
but if just one person had said, “You 
did a fine job,” I would have broken 
down and cried. 

Then I bought your first issue, found 
out I did do a fine job, and have been a 
good ol’ boy subscriber ever since. 

We’re with you. Keep fighting on. 

Lawrence B. Tirreno 

Westport, Connecticut 
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Hello from the Persian Gulf. Soldier 
Of Fortune Magazine is one of the most 
informative magazines for our armed 
forces. From those in the Persian Gulf 
to troops in Korea and elsewhere — 
without SOF we will have to reply on 
such “state run” programs as Navy 
News and FEN who tell you only what 
they want you to hear. 

Please accept this contribution. Long 
live Robert K. Brown and Soldier Of 
Fortune Magazine. 

AOI Melvin J. Kirker 

USS Independence CV-62 

FROM RKB 

Although we can only print a fraction 
of the letters we've received, I want to 
express my personal thanks to 
everyone who has written and sent in 
contributions. 

Contributions are NOT tax 
deductible. All assistance will be greatly 
appreciated. With your support, we will 
prevail. 

OMEGA FIRST AMENDMENT LEGAL 
FUND FLF, c/o Carson-Thomas and 
Associates PC, 1790 30th St., Suite 
418, Boulder, CO 80301^ 



AW2 Brad (Gash) Marsh sends greetings from the Persian Gulf. His detachment (HSL 43, 
Det 2B), forward deployed to Japan, is now onboard CG-52 USS Bunker Hill DNM. 
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Make Money! 1 P A Dll PI 

y DEDAID 

Have Fun! LCAtlll U( 

IN ntrAln.. 


When you become 


a Gun Pro Trainee 


at ICS. 


Start 


Your Own 


Home 


Business 


WE SHOW YOU HOW 
TO APPLY FOR A 


FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE! 

If you qualify otherwise, you may obtain a 
Federal License to buy and sell guns, 


ammunition and accessories without inven¬ 
tory...while you are still a student at ICS. 
This means you can begin making extra 
cash almost immediately—ordering guns J 
for others on a cost-plus basis. It also 
helps you get started toward a 
business of your own...if that 
is what you want after you WSflBpr 
graduate. 



at Home in Spare Time 

No Previous 
Experience Needed-- 


LEARN 


AT HOME 
IN SPARE TIME... 

You get it all! How to buy and sell 
guns...customize, repair and accurize 
them...fit and finish stocks...do hand¬ 
loading...zero-in scopes...understand 
ballistics...restore antique firearms...use 
black powder weapons...import 
guns...adjust chokes...and answer every 
question about almost anything in the 
field of guns, ammunition or shooting! 

Because you study at home, you can go 
as fast as you want...or take it as easy 
as you wish. Set your own pace. Finish 
the course in months...or take up to two 
years. 

When you complete the course, you will 
be awarded a handsome Diploma that 
proclaims you a “GUN PRO.” It's suit¬ 
able for framing, and you can proudly 
display it in your own shop or wherever 
you work. 

flf ^ card is missing, mail coupon to: 



We Teach You Everything! 
BE A "GUN PRO"-- 
the man other men respect 
hen it comes to guns. 


Think of the 
Career Possibilities 

Counseling gun buyers as a sales¬ 
man in a gun shop, sporting goods 
store or discount house. Managing a 
game farm, shooting club or range. 
You may even start your own busi¬ 
ness—selling guns or repairing them 

It's an exciting and satisfying life for 
the man who 
loves guns. It 
can be your 
life...if you act 


sinceib^^PI School of Firearms, Dept. prsos 2 s § 

925 Oak Street, Scranton, Pennsylvania 18515 5 

YES! Rush me FREE FACTS and color brochure that tells how I can train at home for a great 
career as a Gun Pro! I understand I am under no obligation, and no salesman will visit me. 


Name_ 

Street_ 

City/State. 
Phone ( 


_Age_ 

_Apt #_ 

_Zip_ 



Write for FREE 
GUN PRO 
BROCHURE 

This big brochure is packed with 
information about the future that can 
be yours in the gun business. It tells 
how you can train at home for a 
rewarding career that offers more fun 
than any other job you can imagine. 

Mail Postage- 
Paid Reply 
Card for 
Free Brochure 
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SEAL Steel 


BATTLE BLADES 

Text & Photo by Greg Walker 



F or more than 30 years, U.S. 
Navy SEAL teams have been 
in want of a good knife. This 
past April, the SEALs conducted 
a brutal series of tests to select a suc¬ 
cessor to the issue Mark-Ill (Mk-3) 
combat-utility knife. In a unanimous 
decision, the SEAL committee elected 
to go with the ATAK model, a design 
from custom maker Kevin McClung. 
As Kevin is a regular correspondent 
for Fighting Knives magazine, a final 
prototype of the ATAK was made avail¬ 
able to us for evaluation within days of 
the committee’s decision. 

In August 1991, Naval Special War¬ 
fare Group One (NSWG-1) determined 
the issue Mk-3 combat-utility knife sim¬ 
ply was not suitable: Its blade rusted 
easily, with a tip that readily snapped 
off. The blade itself was prone to break¬ 
ing under moderate lateral pressure 
and also was incapable of holding a 
working edge. In short, the Mk-3 was 
not what SEAL operators wanted in a 
working knife. Operator complaints and 
recommendations were logged by 
NSWG-Ts combat development com¬ 
mittee, responsible for pursuing items 
of equipment necessary for SEAL op¬ 
erations. 

The search for a proper SEAL com¬ 
bat knife had been underway since the 
early 1980s. The Mk-2 fighting-utility 
knife served satisfactorily in the Viet¬ 
nam War, but showed deficiencies in 
materials and manufacture. In 1980, 
the SEALs were given a design by 
Buck Knives Inc. 

The "BuckMaster” was touted as 
being the ultimate combat-utility knife 
for naval special warfare. A number of 
the blades were evaluated by SEALs 
from NSWG-1, with mixed results. In 
the end, a command decision was 
made to shelve the BuckMasters, as 
they were “too ugly and not what the 
teams needed in a knife.” Although a 
commercial success, the BuckMaster 
was never an issue item for SEALs. 

The Mk-3 officially replaced the 
Mk-2, much to the SEALs’ dismay. The 
Mk-3 did offer a synthetic scabbard — 
better than the Mk-2’s leather sheath 
— plus a hard plastic handle that 
wouldn’t loosen or rot with use. Still the 
SEALs were burdened with a knife that 
broke easily and offered little in terms 
of performance. 

In 1990. Phrobis International intro¬ 
duced the Phrobis Combat-Utility Knife 
(or C.U.K. to the SEAL community), 


but it was soon dropped from the SEAL 
inventory, leaving SEALs again with 
only the Mk-3. 

Determined to find a knife for their 
specific needs, the SEALs evaluated 
more than 31 commercial models. Each 
SEAL team assigned one operator/ 
knife aficionado to the testing commit¬ 
tee who had earlier polled his team¬ 
mates as to what they wanted. The 
committee was looking for a knife to 
meet the approval of all those involved, 
not just of one team’s operators. The 
result was a firm set of guidelines, as 
well as testing criteria each candidate 
blade would have to undergo. 

The research and design commit¬ 
tee made every effort to fairly evaluate 
every knife that might meet the re¬ 
quirements established. Each blade and 
its sheath was examined for form, func¬ 
tion and cost. By April this year, only 
three knives were left in the running: 
Buck’s T-model, SOG Specialties’ Gov¬ 
ernment RECON knife, and Mad Dog 
Knives’ ATAK model. 

The committee required the follow¬ 
ing criteria: blade length of 7 inches; 
full tang; field design with one edge, 
and no stress risers (wire cutters ser¬ 
rations, etc.); corrosion-resistant ma¬ 
terials or coating; synthetic handle (non¬ 
slip) with lanyard hole; pommel suit¬ 
able for pounding; matte-black color; 
edge hardness of 62-63 Rockwell (Rc) 
rating, with hardness in the blade at 
56-58 Rc; and finally, a sheath fabri¬ 
cated from Kydex. 

On 13 April the knives were sub¬ 
jected to a final series of harsh tests. 
They’d already been subjected to long¬ 
term seawater submersion, so they 


SEAL Team 5 provided intense testing and 
evaluation for the ATAK, with input coming 
from SEAL operators representing Teams 1 
and 3. Some 31 other knives were 
discarded during the trials. The hands-down 
winner was the ATAK by Mad Dog Knives 
— a simple but sturdy bowie design, 
featuring stress-relief filework along the 
blade’s upper back. 


were now applied to those tasks 
deemed important to SEAL operations. 

“We cut every item of issue cord 
and rope in the Navy inventory, both 
wet and dry,” reported one SEAL 
present at the evaluation. “We chopped 
wood, cut sniper-rifle rests, bored holes 
with points, cut No. 3-4 multiconductor 
electrical cord, and applied extreme 
lateral stress to the blades.” To apply 
such stress, each test knife was sus¬ 
pended off the ground so that a SEAL 
could hang freely from its handle. 

“We began with a 125-pound SEAL 
doing pull-ups using the knife as an 
anchor. If it survived, the operator was 
replaced with a 145-pound man, then 
a 200-pound SEAL. Civilians don’t use 
their knives as underwater anchors like 
we do,” one participant said. “A blade 
for us needs to be able to hold a diver 
and his equipment in place, often 
against strong currents, until he is ready 
to continue his mission.” 

According to the committee, the 
Mk-3 broke as the first pull-up was 
executed. The Buck ST and SOG RE¬ 
CON models experienced material fail¬ 
ures during the 145-pound stress test. 
The ATAK showed no lateral-stress 

Continued on page 73 
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WORLD SITREP 






Thailand 


Papua New Guinea 

Papua New Guinea troops 
return to Botigj^lnvtfte Jo fight 
Boygalnvjllo Revolutionary 
Army. wMch ^.demanding 
Independence for island's 
11.0,000 people. Low level 
conflict nos wiled maybe 150 
and dosed copper mine or 
Fonguna which had provided 
Papua New Gurnee govern- 
mer f i with an estimated $ 1,000 
pa* minute... 


Rwanda 


India successfully tests a Wh shon-range bgllbtic 
missJfe at t m interim Test Range neor bangalore 
Ini early May. Missile has a range of 150 miles wrh 
a ?5CikQ war r iead. or I Qf] miles with a qDGkg 
w-prneaO. Loss than a month later. India success 
fUiy:t£&l5 April' missile with i .sdO-miie range, tests 
are donayhoed dv IJnrrod Stales.. which hints at 
sanctions.. 


India 


Cambodia 

Khmer Rouge welsh on peace agr§e^nt'.jby^bd||h^\U»N, forces 
Rom itk camps and refusing to disarm). Khmer Rouge want Lr.N. to 
"re-inspecr Cambodia to ensure ell Vietnamese troops are 

gone, and. n-ioro Important, thpy went limited powers of 
Supreme National Council enlarged to make II, In effect, p 
national government. The lorter move would make Khmer Rouge 
a major partner In a coalition government with power to thwart 
free elections, which It would be unlikely to win. Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk's guerrilla group sensibly says If Khmer Rouge won't 
disarm, they won't either .;. 


Iran 

Rioters in northeastern oily of Mashhad goon a 
toui-dov long orgy of Foaling and aisor. 
burning main lib i pay and severa. ponce 
stations.. Government control is restrued onty 
after authorllfes send [n mUilro units Riot, wNoh 
to ok an tshMundamentaEsi tone and may 
hove been orchestrated by on FI- regime 
mujahideen, terl at least nine ml woman ana 
probably 30 cMlansdeqd: there have pheady 
been eight hangings in Its a^eimoth ... 


Georgia 

Four killed When car bomb oppaientlv 
aimed at deputy ch alt man pi Georgia 1 * 
ruimg slate council'explodes in Tbiiis? 
Dihoba Ioseliani. whose enemies include 
supporters of ousted President Jvlad 
Ggmsaknurdia. was unhurt m blast, which 
killed four bystanders >*, 


Massive civil unrest rhqf htoughi down 
Gen. Suchjndo KropTayoan In May 
appears to have resulted taaround £00 
tdfallfp. nottower »hdn 50 as was reported 
ert the sivne. Bangkok Metropolitan Police 
fiuieou lepofted people were missing In 
wake at demonstrations Mast of mem ate 
presumed dead Fatalities are Jaigraly rer-uit 
of troop)* shodOng unarmed civilian 
demonstrators .. 


Bosnia-Herzegovina 

Presloertt Alija Izelbegowc announces □ iormai 
military alliance with Croatia <a oppose Serbs, who 
nave been shelling 5qra|eyp and driving nan-SerbS 
oui of d’Casat country iney consider their own. 
'zetbegovlc earlier called for U.S. or dir strikes 
against Serbian and termer Yugoslav federal army 
troops operating in country, claiming U.N.-imposed 
sanctions otc top little, FOo late. . 


Two-yeaf-old invostorr m Rwanda by TUT* rebels packed by 
Uganda continues in north., despite government counteraFfen^e. 
TuW hoops are 13D miles from Kigali. counriyscapital. Rwanda is 
governed by ma|arrty HutU farmers, who seized power from 
minority Tutsi cattlemen In bloody civil war JO years ago. 
francophone Nutus have French backing against English-speaking 
Tulsis 


Kety 

l DCi Jnirilrig Pam guerillas 
ambush miuiary patful and 
Shoot Up Civilian buson fppd 
near Las Vegas^Gargantq del 
Olablc. abaci 210 miles nertn- 
eas? at Lirna. ih soldiers and 
civilians pead l] : wounded;:10 
guerrillas asp ^Jted ,, 
v “'l^i 


Sri tanka 

Sit Lankan army launches offensive aimed at 
taking Jaffna and crushing Tamil Tiger Insurgents 
and Tamil separatist movement. Army claims 250 
Tigers killed in initial phases of operation ... 












































Japan 

Japan's parliament votes to permit stationing of Japanese 
military pet^ time slbGe Wortd War ft Bjk 

creates a 2,000-man force that can participate in United Nations 
peacekeeping qperatlorkFKtf depid^ .. 

Cambodia, to monitor peace accords .. 

At Kobe, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries launches a 185-ton experi¬ 
mental submarine powered by a magnetohydrodynamic 
propulsion system similar to that described In Tom Clancy's novel 
The Hunt for Red October Sub Is named Yamato 1 


China 

China sets off 1-megaton nuclear explosion, largest underground nuclear 
test It has ever conducted, and one that substantially exceeds 150-kiloton 
limit United States and former Soviets have observed. China Is not a 
signatory of Threshold Test Ban Treaty and is widely believed to be selling 
nuclear technology to Third World nucieqf wannabees like Iran .. 


ftaly 

Giovanni Falcone, Italy's leading anti-Mafia judge, 
assassinated by large bomb planted in highway 
drainage tunnel, which was detonated as his car 
sped frdm Palermo airport. Falcone obtained 
convictions of several hundred members of Sicilian 
Mafia, presumed responsible for his death 


Afghanistan 

Afghan interim President 
Sibjghatuiiah Mojaddidi escapes 
death when a SAM hits cockpit of 
his plane. Aircraft managed to 
land safely 

Mojaddidi hints he may try to hang 
an to power past June 2$. when he 
is supposed to resign, by offering 
ministries to member of additional 
tactions and by seeking support of 
"the raeop<e* >,* 


Israel 

Government inlands to spend 
£220 million over next several years 
to replace approximately 1 million 
of some 4 million gasmasks issued 
to Israeli pubfic prior to Gulf War. 
Decision to proceed with replace¬ 
ment program follows scathing 
criticism In state comptroller's 
annual report last year. Replace¬ 
ments suggest that had Iraqi Scuds 
carried gas, civilian casuaftles 
could have been substcnlial . . 


Iraq 

Part of U.S. plan to destabilize Saddam 
Hussein reportedly involves flooding Iraq 
with counterfeit money. Scheme may be 
having only limited success, however, since 
recent U.S, government study shows 
Saddam Is politically stronger today than 
one year ago 


Azerbaijan 

Following a coup attempt by former 
cammunlsl-poriv leader Ayaz Mutallbov 
ihas was thwarted by: o popular uprising, 
Azeri forces. launch on offensive In 
disputed territory of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
recapturing several towns from Armenians 
and sending refugees fleeing. Mofe than 
100 tanks and armored fighting ve^cles 
joined assault on Shumyan 


Pakistan 

Pakistan moves nearer to civil war, as predominately 
Punjabi army Is sent Into southern province of Sindh with 
orders to end a decade of ethnic warfare and terrorism. 

Sindh is the power base of Benazir Bhutto. Bhutto's 
father, Zuffikar Ail Bhutto, was hanged in 1979, an act 
that ignited a Slndhl nationalist movement, which 
turned into a separatist movement after Benazir's 
removal 

w Lebanon 

I Israel Defense Forces carry out series of air strikes and cross-border raids 
I In south Lebanon and Bekaa Valley, aimed pt persuading Hezbollah 
I Islamic fundamentalist guerrillas to refrain from attacks on Israel's 
H security zone. Most spectacular strike was on town of Jibcblt, where a 
H helicopter dispatched a Hezbollah commander by firing a missile into 
| his house. Air strikes on Janta near Baalbek In Syrian-controlled Bekaa 
I Valley killed 12 and were taken as warning to Assad to rein-in 
■ Mezhoriqrr 



































5 OF '5 1993 


AFRICAN 


SAfftRI 


Safari will arrange transportation, solve passport 
problems, and your adventure will be with Roc's 
Safari, one of the top African outfitters. 

The 5OP 5afari service is 
available for an individual 
hunter or sportsmen who want 
to take advantage of group 
discounts. 

Let SOP's world-traveling 
experience and international 
connections get you to Africa 
to hunt the world you've only 
read about until now. 

For more information on the 
1993 Safari Season, including 
rates for both the 5 OF 5afari or 
other bookings write: 


5OP Safari 
P.O.Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


You started reading about Africa in the first 
issue of Soldier of Fortune Magazine; now 50P can 
help you hunt Africa and experience the thrill of 
Africa's big game. 

THE 1993 SAfftRI SEASON 


SOF's Outdoor Editor, Galen L. Geer, has 
arranged for a May, 1993 Safari where a 
limited number of SOP readers can join So Idier 
Of Fortune Editor Publisher Robert K. Brown 
and Geer on a 10-day 5outh African and 
Zambian Safari. 

In addition to the Safari, SOP Magazine 
and Geer are now offering a complete African 
Safari booking service through an agreement 
with Roc's Safaris and one of the country's top 
travel agencies. SOP and Geer will map out 
your Safari, planning your hunt in South Africa 
and Zambia for the best trophy opportunities. 

An SOP safari can include buffalo and lion 
with trophy plains game of your choice. SOP 







I WAS THERE The Night We Nuked North Korea 

by "Ivanhoe" 


A stiff, freezing wind stirred a 
heavy chop in Yonghung- 
man Bay, located in the 
Wonsan Harbor area of 
North Korea. It made an uncomfort¬ 
able ride for those on the Yak-130. 
The night was pitch-black with no 
moon; the stars hidden behind thick 
clouds. 

It was late October 1952 — a per¬ 
fect night for the mission, 

“OK, Yun. This will do it. The wind 
is blowing toward land, so the junk 
should end up in the harbor if we let it 
go here,” the lone American decided, 
speaking in fluent Korean. 

“You are learning the sea, my 
friend," the short, stocky Korean skip¬ 
per laughed. “Very soon you will not 
need me.” 

‘That will be the day,” Ryder snorted 
in mock derision to hide his pleasure 
at this small flattery. [Ryder was not 
the true name of the American, nor 
was Yun the Korean skipper’s name. 
Nor was it October 1952 — but for this 
story we will use these names and 
dates. The target, Wonsan Harbor, and 
the rest of this story are factual.] 


After coming to a dead stop, the 
deckhands pulled in the beat-up fish¬ 
ing junk being towed, tying it alongside 
the larger Yak. Ryder jumped to the 
rotten deck of the junk, critically exam¬ 
ining its cargo of explosives and na¬ 
palm. Satisfied everything was all right, 
he screwed the caps of the A-C delays 
down to break the glass vial. In six 
hours (more or less) the acetone would 
eat through the celluloid divider, set¬ 
ting the charge off. Next, he checked 
the booby-trap wires stretched a few 
inches off the deck, pulling the safety 
pins when he was satisfied. He climbed 
back aboard the Yak. 

“Cut it loose, Yun. This will give the 
bastards something to think about,” 
Ryder laughed. 

“That it will, my friend,” Yun chuck¬ 
led knowingly. 

Two minutes later, the fishing junk 
was drifting toward Wonsan Harbor. 
Operation Flash was underway. 

The idea for “Flash” came to Ryder 
when he was sorting through supplies 
the monthly LST dropped off at Nam- 
do, a small, barren rock island on the 
39th parallel north, 15 miles off North 
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Korea’s eastern coast. He had ordered 
C-3-type plastic explosive for a mis¬ 
sion and gasoline for the generator. 
This was in addition to the normal sup¬ 
plies of food and ammunition. 

When he had opened one of the 
large wooden cases marked “Explo¬ 
sives,” Ryder found that instead of the 
C-3 he was expecting, the case was 
filled with 5-pound cans labeled “Pho¬ 
tographic Flash Powder — Mfg. by 
Eastman Kodak Co., Rochester, NY, 
1937.” There were 20 cases of the 
stuff; 12 cans per case — a full 1,200 
pounds of flash powder. 

Ryder checked the “gasoline.” It was 
gasoline all right, 10 drums of jellied 
gasoline — napalm, in 55-gallon drums. 
Seeing this, he was fit to be tied. He 
had tried to have the LST take the 
flash powder and napalm back. Its skip¬ 
per refused. The manifest said it was 
for Nam-do, as far as he was con¬ 
cerned. 

But the skipper was more tolerant 
about Ryder’s need for gasoline. He 
traded 10 drums of gas for some fresh 
fish. (Ryder used the boats for fishing 
when they were not needed for opera¬ 
tions. He sold the excess in Samch’ok 
and Chumunjin to buy cigarettes and 
other comfort items for the Koreans.) 

After the LST left, Ryder began 
wondering what to do about the na¬ 
palm and flash powder, which were 
clearly unstable after this many years. 
He decided the best thing to do was to 
blow everything. As an experiment, the 
Koreans rolled one of the drums of 


napalm around to the north point of 
the island. Ryder took a case of flash 
powder, set it on top and wired it to¬ 
gether with det-cord, then waited until 
dark to set it off. The results were 
spectacular. The flash lit the sky for 
miles, then a black rolling cloud of 
smoke poured skyward, looking ex¬ 
actly like the aftermath of a miniature 
A-bomb explosion: Operation Flash 
was born. 

On the next trip to Chumunjin to 
sell fish, Ryder bought an old fishing 
junk and towed it to back to Nam-do. It 
took some repairing, but eventually the 
old junk was seaworthy. They loaded it 
to the gunnels with napalm and flash 
powder, wiring in 100 pounds of old 
TNT for good measure, then sat back 
to wait for the next dark of the moon. 

The trip to Wonsan Harbor was un¬ 
eventful. The towline broke once, but 
they recovered the junk quickly and 
put a new towline in place. They were 
challenged by a picket destroyer, but 
not stopped when they responded with 
the correct answer. The destroyer’s 
captain was familiar with the boats from 
“Task Force Kirkland” — they were a 
common sight in the area during the 
dark-of-moon period every month. 

The junk was released some 5,000 
yards from the harbor entrance, a dis¬ 
tance Ryder calculated would allow the 
junk to drift close to shore before its 
charge exploded. After the junk was 
released, the Yak-130 moved south¬ 
east some 20 miles to wait for the 
fireworks. 


The sky to the east was beginning 
to pale when the junk exploded with a 
flash, lighting the sky from horizon to 
horizon. A ball of fire rose hundreds of 
feet in the air, clearly visible to the 
men waiting on the Yak. It took 30 
seconds for the dull rumble of the ex¬ 
plosion to reach them. In the paling 
morning sky they could see a mush¬ 
room cloud rising. 

‘That should do it. I’ll bet every one 
of the bastards in Wonsan filled their 
pants,” Ryder said. 

"I’m sure they did, my friend,” Yun 
agreed. 

Both stopped grinning a few min¬ 
utes later when the picket destroyer 
roared by, slowing enough as it passed 
for its captain to yell across an order 
for them to get the hell out of there 
because “some damned idiot has set 
off a nuke.” 

There was one small problem with 
“Flash.” Ryder had not cleared the op¬ 
eration with anyone, nor had he antici¬ 
pated the size of the explosion and the 
reaction to it. Not only had he filled the 
North Koreans’ pants, he’d filled pants 
all the way to Washington, D.C. 

Very quietly, the Yak-130 sneaked 
back to Nam-do while Ryder prayed 
no one ever found out who was re¬ 
sponsible. Officially, they never did. But 
two weeks later, he and Yun were trans¬ 
ferred to JACK, the CIA operation in 
Korea. 

"Ivanhoe" served in Korea during 
the Korean War.^% 
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COMBAT WEAPONCRAFT 

Text & Photos by Louis Awerbuck 


Fast-Feeding 
Your Firearm 



First stage of AK tactical reload: With fresh magazine held high alongside rifle, firm grip is obtained on both magazines. Primary 
magazine is then released. Next: Fully withdrawing primary magazine from well, replacement magazine is aligned for insertion. 
Next: Once inserted, downward pressure is exerted on the full magazine to check locking. If not empty, replaced magazine may be 
retained for possible future use. 


T he ability to reload a firearm quickly, 
smoothly and with economy of mo¬ 
tion is an essential component of com¬ 
bat weaponcraft. 

For several reasons, as we ap¬ 
proach the 21st century, more and 
more rounds are being expended per 
enemy stop. It doesn’t take a brain 
surgeon to balance the Ledger of Poor 
Marksmanship: The more often you 
miss your intended target, the sooner 
you will exhaust your ammo reserve. 
While the art of street-battle accuracy 
has retrogressed in direct proportion 
to the advance of the 20th century, it is 
not as simple as some pundits would 
have you believe. 

There has been a continuing change 
in enemy mind-set — currently border¬ 
ing on an air of invincibility — as well 
as a more common use of personal 
and vehicle armor protection. In short, 
even accomplished fighters are ex¬ 
pending more rounds to neutralize a 
given opponent than they did 10 years 
ago, often for reasons other than poor 
shooting. 

This in turn emphasizes the need 
for the dexterity necessary to quickly 
and reflexively replenish a dwindling or 
exhausted ammunition supply. 

The combat reload has two facets: 
the tactical reload and the speed load, 
each used under different circum¬ 
stances in the field. 

In theory, the tactical reload should 
be used far more often than the speed 
load, the assumption being that the 
operation will run smoothly and the 
enemy will be quickly neutralized with 
a minimum of ammunition expenditure. 
The good guy is then free to use any 
lull in action to recharge his weapon. 

This assumption is based on a uto¬ 
pian premise that Murphy’s Law won’t 
apply here. Unfortunately, like all natu¬ 
ral laws, Murphy’s law is universal. The 
situation often goes to poo-poo: More 
rounds than expected have to be sent 


downrange, and your brain train be¬ 
comes a loose caboose. This is often 
closely followed by a resounding “click” 
from the weapon instead of a “bang!” 
— time for a speed load. 

Another occurrence that can neces¬ 
sitate a speed load is that of a me¬ 
chanical malfunction. Whatever the 
malfunction’s cause, if a speed load is 
required you are in deep, deep trouble. 
The load has to be accomplished with 
maximum alacrity and dexterity, be¬ 
cause you will almost certainly have to 
shoot again after recharging the 
weapon, unlike the scenario which 
prompts a tactical reload. 

Unquestionably the fastest “reload” 
consists of switching to a secondary 
weapon, but this is not always tacti¬ 
cally viable or feasible, especially in a 
military situation. Hand in hand with 
this is the less-than-comforting thought 
that the secondary weapon is usually 
less ballistically efficient than the pri¬ 
mary one — but anything is better than 
an inoperative primary. 

Most box-magazine-fed selective 
fire and autoloading weapons can be 
speed-loaded by the same sequential 
process. The first step of this is to 
ensure with the non-firing hand that 
there is a replacement magazine within 
your reach. Along with this goes the 
obvious fact that the spare ammuni¬ 
tion should be carried where it can be 
grasped, irrespective of body position 
or tactical gear worn. 

Having ascertained that the fresh 
supply does indeed exist, remove and 
jettison the original magazine from the 
weapon. Some rifles and subguns, be¬ 
cause of inefficient placement and op¬ 
eration of release mechanisms, may 
require the shooter to use the non¬ 
firing hand to remove the magazine. In 
this case, you’d better pray that your 
reserve supply is located where it’s 
supposed to be. 

If you’re one of the breed who 


chooses to tape or clip together your 
primary and reserve magazines, then 
obviously you won’t jettison the equip¬ 
ment but merely extract the empty, 
then quickly reposition and insert the 
adjacent back-up magazine into the 
magazine well. 

Once a weapon or cerebral mal¬ 
function has been cleared, and a fresh 
magazine has been inserted, pulldown 
on the magazine to ensure that it is 
seated. Following this, cycle the bolt. 
This latter step will ensure that a round 
has been chambered, but is totally de¬ 
pendent on the fact that you have al¬ 
ready pulled down on the magazine; 
otherwise you may extract and eject a 
live round and replace it with a black 
hole. (The weapon may not have run 
“dry” or malfunctioned: Not releasing 
the trigger during the firing of multiple 
rounds often leads people to believe 
that their weapon has malfunctioned 
or run out of ammo.) 

Obviously, when using a pistol, 
magazine seating should be checked 
by pushing upwards, as opposed to 
the "pull-down” technique mentioned 
above. 

A tactical reload is less of a brain 
drain than the speed load, because 
you are in control of the situation and 
are merely replenishing an already ex¬ 
istent — albeit reduced — cartridge 
supply. 

In this situation, you bring the re¬ 
placement magazine to the weapon 
before releasing the primary magazine. 
Utilizing one of a variety of systems — 
and everybody and their brother has a 
version of the “only” way to hold the 
spare — acquire a firm grasp on both 
magazines with the non-firing hand 
before completely removing the primary 
magazine from the magazine well. Re¬ 
move the primary, insert the replace¬ 
ment and make sure the latter is se- 

Continued on page 64 
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Mail Order Video ^ 

presents WUm 

MASSAD AYOOB — Shoot to Live! 


(Gunfight Survival) 

Massad Ayoob is recognized worldwide as an expert in the use 
of firearms for self-defense and law enforcement. He is the 
author of several books and hundreds of articles dealing with 
lethal force. This program is an in-depth interview with Ayoob 
about how to survive an on-the-street gunfight. Hard-hitting, 
practical information about where to snoot an offender for 
maximum stopping power, .45 vs. 9mm, training vs. real life, 
what happens when you get shot and much, much more. 

(60 minutes) $49.95 


TOLL 

FREE! 


HOW TO SHOOT FAST 
And Accurately 
The fastest shooters in the world 
show you how to shoot fast and 
accurately. Complete how-to in¬ 
formation on equipment, draw, 
grip, sight picture, trigger pull... 
It's ail here plus lots more. Pro¬ 
fessionally produced with slow- 
motion, graphics, music and 
complete narration. 

(60 minutes) $49.95 


SURVIVING EDGED 
WEAPONS 

Action-filled video shows how 
to defend against ’knife-culture" 
offenders. How to assess an as¬ 
sailant and control him physi¬ 
cally. How inmates and knife ex¬ 
perts train. Improvised weapons, 
interviews with officers who sur¬ 
vived attacks, first aid and more. 
Produced for law enforcement 
only. 

(85 minutes) $49.95 


DEADLY WEAPONS 
Learn the truth about modern 
firearms. What they will and will 
not do. Compares different cali¬ 
bers shooting through glass, into 
car doors, at bulletproof vests, 
even into auto fuel tanks! Thou¬ 
sands sold worldwide. See for 
yourself why the KGB, FBI, CIA 
and hundreds of police agencies 
have this tape. 

(Over 100 minutes) $49.95 


DEADLY EFFECTS 
Wound Ballistics 
Show what bullets do to bod¬ 
ies. How to choose effective 
handgun ammunition. The ef¬ 
fects of bullet weight and bullet 
configuration. Stopping power, 
energy transfer, penetration and 
incapacitation. From the produc¬ 
ers of Deadly Weapons . 

(Over 80 minutes) $59.95 
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USPSA NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

True combat pistol action fea¬ 
turing the best shooters in the 
world. Watch and learn as they 
go through the paces of the most 
realistic combat courses ever 
designed. If you want to be a 
better combat shooter this tape 
is a must. Professionally pro¬ 
duced, full color, slow motion, 
interviews and lots more. 

(70 minutes) $49.95 


COMBAT MARKSMANSHIP; 

Rifle Techniques & Training 
Contains information on using 
the battle rifle in actual combat: 
military weapon safety, practical 
distance shooting from 25 to 200 
yards, marksmanship basics, field 
firing positions, gunhandling un¬ 
der stress, training and practice 
principles and more. Includes a 
booklet containing more than a 
dozen live-fire training exercises. 
(4S minutes) $49.95 


DEADLY FORCE 

Firearms /Self-Defens* / The Law 
{■■ From the producers of Deadly 
Weapons and Deadly Effects, this 
1 video explores the legal aspects 
of deadly force. If an intruder 
breaks into your home what can 
you legally do? 1) Politely ask 
him to leave, 2) Shoot the SOB, 
3) Hold him at gunpoint until the 
police arrive. This video gives 
real answers. 

(100 minutes) $49.95 


! SERVICE RIFLE 

COMPETITION BASICS 

Simply the best service rifle in¬ 
struction program available in the 
world. Features Jim Hill, former 
National champion and triple dis¬ 
tinguished marksman. Leam the 
secrets of sight picture, trigger 
pull, breath control, positions (sit¬ 
ting, standing, prone), at 200- 
600 yards. 

(70 minutes) $49.95 


ORDER NOW! 


800 - 942-8273 

BUY 3 GET 7 FREE! 


FAST & FANCY 
SHOOTERS 

The golden era of professional 
exhibition shooting is long past 
but now it can be relived. See 
some of the most incredible feats 
ever performed with some of the 
biggest names. Bill Jordan, Ed 
McGivern, Herb Parson, Ken 
Beegle and others are highlighted 
in this collection of authentic 
early footage. 

(75 minutes) $59.95 


PISTOL MASTERS 
Sight picture, grip, trigger pull, 
stance, type of gun and ammo, 
practice methods, mental con¬ 
centration... it's all covered in 
the best, pure 'how-to* shoot 
combat pistol video available. 
Features Leatham, Enos, 
Barnhart, McCormick, Plaxco, 
Joanne Hall, Spagnoli, Wilson 
and Chapman. 

(60 minutes) $49.95 


GUNPLAY 

Trick & Fancy Gun Handling 

The world's greatest trick and 
fancy gun artists in one of the 
most amazing videos ever. Gun 
spinning, gun juggling, trick 
shooting fast draw, and many 
more amazing feats of skill and 
talent are in this professionally 
produced video. All the great 
names that have elevated fancy 
gun handling to what it is today. 
(60 minutes) $49.95 


AT THE BEEP 
with /. Michael Plaxco 
One of the world’s best, most 
consistent practical shooting 
competitiors takes you through 
all phases of becoming a better 
pistol shooter. See why he is 
known worldwide as one of the 
best instructors. He takes com¬ 
petitive shooting one step fur¬ 
ther as he talks about mental 
and physical aspects of a consis¬ 
tent winner. 

(150 minutes) $69.95 
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In L.A.'s version of a bread riot, happy looters sprint down street carrying a new wardrobe. Photo: Courtesy AIM 


DID THE 
MEDIA 
CAUSE 
THE L.A. 
RIOTS 



The late April acquittal of four Los Angeles 
police officers on charges of beating Rodney G. 
King plunged Los Angeles into a fiery cauldron 
of racial violence. More than 50 persons were 
killed, and property damage totaled almost 
$1 billion. 


In media interviews after the verdict, jurors and defense law¬ 
yers maintained that the totality of the evidence presented in court 
supported the officers’ contention that they used justified force in 
controlling a violent person who had led them on a dangerous 
high-speed chase and then fought viciously when they tried to 
arrest him. 

The American media did not agree. What we saw on 
thetelevision networks, ad infinitum, was a snippet of video show¬ 
ing officers raining baton blows on a supposedly helpless King. 
Incredibly, this segment was shown even as a backdrop to com¬ 
ments by jurors and lawyers who were stating that the “whole 
tape” showed King lunging at the officers “like a professional 
football linebacker,” as one attorney stated. 

Not until Wednesday, 6 May — a full week after the verdict, 
and after the riots had already subsided — did one of the Big 
Three TV networks let viewers see the crucial piece of film 
showing King’s attack. It was run on the NBC-TV Today show, in 
slow motion with explanatory commentary by John Barnett, the 
lawyer for Officer Theodore Briseno. 

Barnett called the segment “the centerpiece” of the defense 
case. Although the full tape had been available to the TV networks 
for more than a year, the networks withheld it from their viewers 
for a crucial week when it could have given the public a better 
understanding of a controversial verdict. 

At the annual CBS share¬ 
holders meeting in New 
York on 13 May, Accuracy 
In Media challenged Howard fa Jf/w* ^ 

Stringer, head of the broad- fX V UC UvUlUCli 


by Reed Irvine 
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cast group, to justify censoring the center- 
piece of the defense case. Stringer replied 
that he did not consider the segment vital 
to his network’s coverage of the case. 

We disagree. We also disagree with 
the national media’s malfeasance in not 
giving their audiences an intelligent sum¬ 
mary of what the jurors actually heard 
during the trial. The material was readily 
available. The full proceedings were tele¬ 
cast nationally on the Court-TV cable chan¬ 
nel and by two Los Angeles stations; area 
papers, including the Los Angeles Times , 
gave detailed coverage to the testimony. 

Trial by jury is a critical part of our 
democratic system. Juries change with ev¬ 
ery case, and hence they are not subject to 
the ongoing special interest pressures felt 
by the legislative and executive branches 
of our government. The controlled struc¬ 
ture of the courtroom means jurors can 
hear and evaluate all the evidence, not just 
portions selected by a TV news producer 
or a newspaper editor. 

Herewith is a summary of crucial parts 
of the case not adequately covered by the 
national media. The material about testi¬ 
mony came from superb daily accounts 
written by Richard A. Serrano of the Los 
Angeles Times . 

The Chase 

According to trial testimony. Officer 
Melanie Singer of the California Highway 
Patrol (CHP) and her partner-husband. Of¬ 
ficer Timothy Singer, saw King speeding 
in a Hyundai on the Foothill Freeway 
shortly after midnight on 3 March 1991. 
During the 7.8-mile chase that ensued, 
Mrs. Singer said King drove on the free¬ 
way at speeds “exceeding 115 miles per 
hour.” Then he left the freeway and con¬ 
tinued speeding down residential streets 
at up to 80 mph, ignoring stop signs and 
red lights. 

At one point, Mrs. Singer said, she 
pulled the CHP cruiser alongside King’s 
car and her husband yelled, “Pull over to 
the right. You won’t get hurt.” 

But King ignored the order. He finally 
stopped when a pickup truck blocked his 
path near an apartment complex in the 
Lake View Terrace area of Los Angeles. 
“He was trapped,” Mrs. Singer said. “He 
couldn’t go any farther.” 

Other officers had 
heard radio reports of 
the chase and arrived 
soon after the CHP. 

These included offic¬ 
ers from the Los An¬ 
geles Police Depart¬ 
ment (LAPD) and oth¬ 
ers from the Los An¬ 
geles Unified School 
District. 

When King got out 
of his car, Mrs. Singer 
testified, he “seemed 
almost happy and jo¬ 
vial. He was smiling.” 


King appeared to be talking to the two 
passengers in his car. He waved and smiled 
at a police helicopter overhead. Then he 
turned towards Mrs. Singer and “grabbed 
his right buttock and shook it at me.” 

King was an enormous man, 6 feet 
4 inches tall and upwards of 250 pounds, 
with bulky shoulders. 

The two passengers got out of the right- 
hand door of the car, surrendered to the 
Highway Patrol and were handcuffed with¬ 
out incident. 

Resisting Arrest 

Mrs. Singer drew her revolver and 
moved toward King, ordering him to lie 
facedown on the ground with his arms and 
legs spread. He refused at first, she testi¬ 
fied, “dancing around, almost like a pitter- 
patter.” One of King’s passengers, Bryant 
Allen, testified at the trial that he had 
never seen King behave in such a fashion 
before, that he “didn’t appear to be in this 
world at all.” King was sweating profusely 
and did not respond to verbal orders. 

To the officers. King was displaying c 
influence of drugs or alcohol. LAPD Offi¬ 
cer Laurence Powell yelled to others at 
the scene, “Watch out, he’s dusted!” 

Finally, King got down on all fours 
but, Mrs. Singer said, “he paraded around 
almost like a dog.” She moved to within 
several feet of King, preparing to hand¬ 
cuff him. Then LAPD Sergeant Stacey C. 
Koon stepped in, saying, “Back! Get back! 
We’ll handle it! We’ll handle it!” Koon 
would testify that he wanted the other 
officers to “swarm” King and subdue him 
by force of numbers. 

Mrs. Singer said she holstered her pis¬ 
tol at this point and moved away, thinking 
that the LAPD officers had King under 
control and would handcuff him without 
further effort. Koon was emphatic in stat¬ 
ing that he did not want Mrs. Singer and 
her pistol involved in the takedown. “She 
was injecting a gun into the situation,” he 
said. “My tactical training has taught me 
to believe you don’t approach out-of-con- 
trol suspects with a gun.” 

Two officers, including Powell, tried 
to grab King’s hands, but (as the Los An¬ 
geles Times’ account summarized Mrs. 
Singer’s testimony) “he jerked up, rolled 


over and bounced them away.” Then King 
“sprang to his feet.” 

Mrs. Singer continued, “The driver 
[King] was flinging his arms wildly, not 
punching, but trying to throw all these 
officers off him. I remembered he hit one 
of the officers in the chest. It wasn’t a 
punch. It was more like a wild movement 
with his arm.” 

Shot By A Taser 

Sergeant Koon, who was the ranking 
officer at the scene, ordered the other po¬ 
lice to “back away,” and then he gave a 
warning to King: “If you continue to re¬ 
sist, I’m going to shoot you with this 
Taser.” (The Taser is an electronic stun 
gun. It fires tiny darts attached to wires, 
which transmit an estimated 25,000 volts 
to the body of an unruly suspect.) 

When King refused to get back on the 
ground, Mrs. Singer said, Koon fired the 
Taser, hitting King on the right side of his 
body. “The driver screamed and grabbed 
his side and made a moaning sound, but 
he wouldn’t get down,” she continued. 

Lawyer Michael Stone told Human 
Events , “The officers know from their train¬ 
ing that frequently ex-cons will learn in 
prison that they shouldn’t go all the way 
to the ground if they want to still make a 
fight of it or run. They learn from their 
fellow prisoners how to disarm policemen 
when the police approach them for hand¬ 
cuffing.” 

Koon testified, “He [King] had several 
avenues to escape, and he chose to go at 
Officer Powell.” 

As King continued “flailing his arms” 
and moving toward Koon, the sergeant 
fired again, this time hitting King in the 
chest. “He began to stagger, almost ap¬ 
pearing like a monster,” Mrs. Singer testi¬ 
fied. “He staggered one way and then the 
other way and then he fell, like all his 
body weight just carried him down di¬ 
rectly in front of me.” 

King went to his knees, holding him¬ 
self up with one hand, when Powell 
stepped in and hit him with a “power blow” 
across the head. Mrs. Singer said this blow 
split King’s cheek, adding that Powell next 
struck King across the knuckles, forcing 


LAPD officers exonerated in beating of Rodney King (left to right): Stacey Koon, Timothy Wind, 
Theodore Briseno. Laurence Powell (far right) still faces charges in the incident. 
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him to drop his hands. Powell then hit 
King five more times, “in the head area,” 
Mrs. Singer said, noting “in my opinion, 
there was no reason" for these blows, and 
that she had been trained not to hit sus¬ 
pects in the head with a baton, but only 
across the body. 

(But part of Mrs. Singer’s story was 
challenged on cross-examination by 
Powell’s attorney, Michael Stone. Mrs. 
Singer claimed Powell struck King four 
times on the left side of the face and once 
on the right side, “splitting his cheekbone 
from the top of his ear down to the bottom 
of his jawline — blood spilled out, blood 
poured out," she said. But then attorney 
Stone showed her photographs of King 
taken shortly after the beating. She ac¬ 
knowledged that they showed only a 
1-inch cut on the right side of his face and 
no marks on the left. Stone suggested that 
the blows actually landed on King’s 
shoulders.) 

The accounts of Powell and Koon at 
the trial had a more detailed perspective. 
Powell testified that he first saw King 
“moving real slow, in a real unnatural 
manner. Real stiff. He turned his head in 
all directions as if he was some kind of 
robot. Real slow." 

Sergeant Koon said that when King 
tried to put his hands on the pavement “he 
began to pat the ground as if he didn’t 
know where the ground was." He recalled 
King rocking back and forth on his 
haunches, like “a runner in a starting posi¬ 
tion in the blocks, or a football player on 
the front line. I could see his eyes were 
glassy. He was looking at me, but it’s a 
bizarre feeling because he was looking 
through me." 

Superhuman Strength 

Powell said he believed King was un¬ 
der the influence of the drug PCP — not¬ 
ing such persons are dangerous because 
“they can take your gun. You have to be 
able to overcome this superhuman strength 
display. And you don’t want to get in a 
wrestling match, because they’re going to 
beat you hands-down every time." 

Koon directed the four officers to go 
into a “swarm," with each one going after 
a separate body limb in an attempt to 
control King. 

By Powell’s account, he was trying to 
put a handcuff on King’s left wrist when 
the man finally went to the ground. But 
King suddenly managed to get up. “He 
knocked me off, and l fell backward and 
landed on my rear. He had great resis¬ 
tance and strength in his arms. This was a 
very big man." 

Sergeant Koon testified that when 
King lunged at the officers “he kind of 
gave out a bear-like yell, and he contin¬ 
ued to rise." 

Recalling how Koon shot King with 
the Taser gun, Powell stated, “I could see 
little blue sparks from around where the 
dart was connected. His body was con¬ 


vulsing. He turned toward me and you 
could see his cheek muscles convulsing. 
He was gritting his teeth and groaning ... 

“I saw him get up, turn and come right 
at me. I just remember it was real fast. I 
had no time to react. It was practically a 
head-on collision. I was starting to swing 
my baton, but it was more like a check¬ 
swing and he collided into me.” The blow 
hit King in the chest. 

“I saw Mr. King fall like a rag doll 
down to the ground, and his face smashed 
into the pavement," Powell said. It was 
this fall, the defense contended, that broke 
King’s cheekbone. Powell said he contin- 



Rodney King displays a bruise on 
his chest during press conference 
at L.A. County jail, three days after 
the beating. 
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ued hitting King because King continued 
to try to get up. 

“I thought that if this guy got back up, 
he was going to take my gun and there 
was going to be a shooting.” Powell testi¬ 
fied. “So I was doing everything I could 
to keep him down.” 

Media Misses “Lunge” 

This “lunge” was what defense attor¬ 
ney Barnett called the “centerpiece” of 
the officers’ case. The CBS Evening News 
showed this five-second sequence in March 
1991, during the week after King’s arrest. 
But CBS did not use it again after the trial 
verdict; the network was content to air 
later portions of the videotape showing 
the beating. So, too, did ABC. As noted 
earlier, NBC finally aired the “lunge” seg¬ 
ment on 6 May. CNN ran the “lunge” 
segment several times. 

This omission by the TV networks was 
crucial, because it denied the public the 
right to see an important part of evidence 
relied upon by the jury. Powell denied 
hitting King in the head or face, claiming 
the blows were not intended to “punish or 


hurt" him but to keep him on the ground. 
He had been trained at the Los Angeles 
Police Academy to direct “power blows” 
to the shoulder, wrist or elbow of a sus¬ 
pect who violently resisted arrest. “The 
blow is to be with all the force you can 
muster, in an attempt to break the bone,” 
Powell said. 

As Powell and King scuffled, Mrs. 
Singer said Sgt. Koon shouted “Stop!” 
and Officer Theodore Briseno grabbed at 
Powell to push away his baton and keep 
him from hitting King any further. 

King’s continued resistance alarmed 
Koon. “I’m getting concerned, scared and 
a little frightened here,” Koon testified. 
“This gentleman has been subjected to a 
multitude of blows from metal PR-24 ba¬ 
tons, and there was no evidence he was 
going to comply.” 

Koon testified that Los Angeles police 
regulations permit officers to continually 
hit criminal suspects when they do not 
obey orders. These rules forbid striking 
suspects in the head or spine areas, where 
injuries could be fatal. 

Koon said he did not consider use of a 
choke-hold to control King “because in 
Los Angeles the choke-hold is associated 
with the death of blacks." The Los Ange¬ 
les police banned the choke-hold 10 years 
ago after the deaths of several arrestees. 

Several minutes had elapsed before 
King quieted down and (according to 
Koon) yelled, “Please stop!” Then King 
finally raised his hands “in what I consid¬ 
ered a compliance mode,” Koon said. The 
two men riding with King had surren¬ 
dered peacefully and neither one was 
harmed. 

The first paramedic to arrive at the 
scene, Kathleen Bosak, testified she felt 
King suffered only minor injuries, chiefly 
a cut to his right cheek. “It looked like he 
had some dirt or gravel in his face ... like 
he had rolled on the ground with some¬ 
one, but not that he had been struck.” 
During the ride to the hospital, continued 
Bosak, King “started moving mound and 
struggling," and she was unable to get his 
pulse or blood pressure. 

Officer Susan Clemmer rode in the 
ambulance with King also. He was laugh¬ 
ing and repeatedly used an obscene ex¬ 
pression, she said. “He was spitting blood 
on my legs and shoes. I asked him to stop. 
He just laughed and continued.” 

King was still laughing when he was 
taken into the receiving room. Clemmer 
heard him mutter something to Koon and 
she asked him to repeat it. “He looked at 
Sergeant Koon and he said, ‘I love you.’ 
And he smiled and started laughing.” 

Fair Trial in Los Angeles? 

By the time a trial date was set for the 
LAPD officers, the home video had been 
shown uncountable times on both national 
and local television. Elected officials from 
President George Bush down to Los An¬ 
geles Mayor Tom Bradley and city coun- 
cilmen in Los Angeles “had proclaimed 
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the guilt of the charged officers/' attorney 
Barnett wrote in the 18 May National Law 
Journal There were also noisy public 
fusses about the forced resignation of Los 
Angeles Police Chief Darryl Gates (who 
was scheduled to leave office this past 
June) and the work of the so-called Chris¬ 
topher Commission to recommend changes 
in the police department. 

When Barnett made his first court ap¬ 
pearance with Briseno, all the defendants 
wore flak jackets and were escorted by 
armed police guards. “Crowds of angry 
citizens screamed epithets as we entered 
the courtroom," he wrote. The presence of 
these protesters continued during pretrial 
proceedings. 

Each day, as he entered the court, *i 
could clearly see the flag of the United 
States of America and the flag of the state 
of California, but the presumption of in¬ 
nocence was nowhere in evidence. I tried 
to explain to Officer Briseno, a 10-year 
street cop, that we would find a way to get 
him a fair trial. 1 was unable to convince 
myself,” Barnett related. 

Barnett and other defense lawyers asked 
the trial judge for a change of venue to a 
less hostile environment, but were refused. 
Nor would the judge delay the trial to give 
them time to review what Barnett called 
tens-of-thousands of pages of statements 
and other documentary, as well as hun¬ 
dreds of hours of video and audio tapes. 

Finally, on the eve of the trial, defense 
attorneys went to an appeals court for a 
change of venue. On 23 July 1991, the 
Second District Court of Appeals ordered 
the trial be moved from Los Angeles. The 
court wrote: “So extensive and pervasive 
has been the [news] coverage, and so in¬ 
tense has become the political fallout, po¬ 
tential jurors have been infected to the 
extent there is a reasonable likelihood that 
a fair and impartial trial cannot be had in 
Los Angeles County.” 

The appeals court also criticized the 
trial judge's refusal to delay the trial or 
switch it to another county: “The trial 
judge's apparent willingness to sacrifice 
legal principles in order to achieve an 
expeditious trial date makes obvious why 
this court refused to vacate the stay of the 
trial.” 

The appeals court also rejected pros¬ 
ecution arguments that the publicity given 
in the King beating case was little differ¬ 
ent from that of other notorious criminal 
affairs such as the Charles Manson Fam¬ 
ily murders: “Manson was not entangled 
in local politics, did not focus on local 
politicians, and did not involve issues 
unique to Los Angeles County.” 

Still later, Barnett wrote, the defense 
learned that the trial jurist, Judge Bernard 
Kamins, had out-of-court contacts with 
Assistant District Attorney Terry White 
concerning the change of venue. (White 
immediately reported the contact, and 
Barnett stressed that “there was no sug¬ 
gestion that his office had engaged in any 
misconduct.”) In any event, Kamins was 


removed from t(ie case, which was trans¬ 
ferred to the Simi Valley division of the 
State Court in Ventura County, which is 
immediately north of Los Angeles. 

All-White Simi Valley? 

Media accounts almost uniformly de¬ 
picted Simi Valley as an all-white bastion 
of conservatism. National television 
stressed the fact that many white Los An¬ 
geles policemen choose to live there, and 
contrasted their comfortable suburban 
lives with the squalor of central Los An¬ 
geles. These TV stories featured shots of 
green lawns and happy children. Speaker 
Willie Brown of the California General 
Assembly told the Associated Press that 
Simi Valley was a “very white reaction¬ 
ary suburb of Los Angeles.” 

Actually, stating that the jury came 
from “all-white Simi Valley” does not 
jibe with the facts. 

• The jury was drawn from all resi¬ 
dents of Ventura County. Barry Scheck, 
professor at the Benjamin N. Cardozo 
School of Law, wrote in the 25 May New 
Republic , “Ventura County has a popula¬ 
tion of 669,000, 33 percent of whom are 


minority,” i.e., black, Asian or Hispanic. 
As is true in all California counties, jury 
pools are drawn from persons who have 
either registered to vote or who have a 
driver’s license. 

• Of the 12 citizens who served on the 
jury, only two actually lived in Simi Val¬ 
ley. The remainder came from such com¬ 
munities as Santa Paula, Thousand Oaks 
and Oxnard. 

• No blacks got onto the jury; there 
was one Asian-American and one His¬ 
panic. The Los Angeles Times reported on 
3 March that “only two percent of the 260 
prospective jurors were black [seven per¬ 


sons, actually] and many of them were 
excused after they advised the judge that 
they held strong views about the beating 
and did not think they could be fair to the 
police officers.” 

• There was another reason as well, 
which defense attorney Barnett outlined 
on NBC’s Today show on 6 May. During 
jury selection, a man who represented 
himself as a “member of the local 
NAACP” approached several blacks on 
the panel and sought to talk to them about 
the case. Informed of these contacts, the 
trial judge agreed they had been “con¬ 
taminated” and gave the defense much 
leeway in striking them from the panel 
for cause. But the judge denied a defense 
request to discharge the entire panel and 
start over. 

Reporter Serrano of the Times wrote 
after the first day of juror screening about 
signs emerging that “Ventura County may 
not be as favorable a place for the trial as 
the defendants’ attorneys once thought.” 
Six of the first nine persons questioned 
had already concluded the officers were 
guilty, reportedly based on what they had 
learned from the media. 

Both sides professed sat¬ 
isfaction with the fairness of 
the panel ultimately chosen. 
Alt hough most jurors had seen 
the videotape, they said they 
could put aside pie conceptions 
and return a fair verdict. 

Nonetheless, when ques¬ 
tioned in open court before 
their selection, several of the 
jurors admitted a predisposi¬ 
tion. One woman told the 
judge that she felt the beating 
was “uncalled for.” A man 
said, “the video made it ap¬ 
pear that more force was used 
to control the subject than was 
necessary.” And another man 
said he believed an officer 
should use force “only if the 
person or persons pose a dan¬ 
ger to the officer or someone 
else.” If they used excessive 
force, they “should be treated 
like I or anyone else would be 
treated — subject to the law,” 
the man continued. 

And yet another person, a 
65-year-old woman who is a 
retired real estate broker, stated, “I would 
like to know what really happened — not 
all the hype.” 

Assistant District Attorney Terry White 
came under criticism after the acquittals 
because he did not put King on the stand. 
But as White said in several interviews, 
King could add little to what was already 
known, and letting him testify would let 
the defense explore his criminal record. 
We’re trying the officers, not Rodney 
King, prosecutor White said. 

Since King did not testify, Judge 

Continued on page 71 


Could millions of dollars in damages have been 
averted if TV-network media had shown the 
public the whole story? 
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Cutting-Edge 

Camo For Fighting Firearms 


B ack in the 
good old 
days, guns 
were blued, 
their furni¬ 
ture was wood and 
that was that. Well, 
not exactly. The past 
was not always as 
simple as we’d like to 
believe. 

While the array of 
metal finishes avail¬ 
able for today’s fire¬ 
arms can be confus¬ 
ing, and the final 
choice can approach 
an insolvable 
dilemma, what we refer to as just “bluing” 
actually has covered a multitude of chemi¬ 
cal processes over the years. Among nu¬ 
merous others, there was London slow-rust 
bluing, hot-caustic blue, temper bluing, 
nitre bluing and slow-rust browning. All of 
these processes involved induced oxida¬ 
tion, or rusting, of steel surfaces, producing 
a dark blue, black or brown appearance. 

Many of today’s exotic surface finishes 
are derived from the aerospace industry 
and provide far greater protection than the 
more traditional processes. An excellent 
example is the polymer finish available 
from Robert A. Barrkman (The Robar Com¬ 
panies Inc., Dept. SOF, Suite B, 21438 
North 7th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85027; 
phone: 602-581-2648). 

Called Polymax, this finish can be ap¬ 


plied to ordnance- 
grade carbon steel 
and stainless steel, 
aluminum alloys 
and even synthetic 
surfaces. Its appli¬ 
cation can even 
eliminate surface 
blemishes, and it’s 
available in all col¬ 
ors, from basic 
black to custom 
matches or camou¬ 
flage patterns such 
as desert, tiger 
stripe, woodland 
and urban. 

In addition to its 
attractive appearance. Polymax provides 
excellent resistance to water, to many cor¬ 
rosive chemicals, and to abrasion and im¬ 
pact by combining the important properties 
of a high degree of adhesion with a hard¬ 
ness superior to many of the other surface 
finishes commonly applied to firearms. 

An enhanced formula — now available 
only in black — called Polymax T, is even 
more abrasion-resistant and con tains Teflon 
(Du Pont’s trade name for 
polytetrafluoroethylene, or PTFE). Fire¬ 
arms treated by this process require little 
lubrication, while carbon fouling can usu¬ 
ally be removed by no more than an 
oily rag. 

The Polymax process involves a num¬ 
ber of steps, as meticulous preparation of 
the metal surface is absolutely essential. 


Steyr AUG with Omani 
contract furniture. The 
scoped receiver has been 
finished with Polymax — an 
aerospace process 
combining a high degree of 
adhesion with a hardness 
superior to many other 
surface finishes commonly 
applied to firearms. 


First, the firearm is completely disas¬ 
sembled and then degreased. Mechanical 
surface preparation includes either alumi¬ 
num-oxide blasting if the base metal is 
steel, or glass beading if an aluminum alloy 
is being treated. The steel components are 
soak-cleaned and placed into an acid acti¬ 
vator. They are then phosphate-finished. 
The Polymax application is by means of 
pressure spray. TTie coating is cured over¬ 
night at ambient temperature before heat- 
curing in an oven. 

Barrkman refinished the peeling, black- 
enameled slide of a Para-Ordnance P14.45 
pistol and also a TAC NINE sound suppres¬ 
sor for Soldier Of Fortune with black 
Polymax T. The appearance is outstanding, 
and both items, which take a lot of use and 
abuse, still look as good as new after many 
months of service. 

As a tour de force, Barrkman color- 
matched the mustard-yellow furniture of a 
Steyr AUG from the Omani contract and 
Polymax-treated its scoped receiver for us. 
When assembled, the match was found to 
be perfect and the final result impressive. I 
doubt if the rece ivers originally finished by 
Steyr for this contract even approached this 
quality. SOF also examined two Colt AR- 
15 rifles which were given woodland- and 
urban camouflage finishes. Several U.S. 
military special-operations groups are test¬ 
ing M16A2s with Poly max camouflage 
finishes. 

Poly max is not the only startling, space- 
age finish available from Robar. NP 3 is an 
exclusive Robar surface treatment for met- 
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als and alloys, 
providing the 
appearance of 
satin electroless 
nickel by com¬ 
bining sub-mi¬ 
cron particles 
of PTFE with 
autocatalyti- 
cally applied 
nickel-phos¬ 
phorus. The re¬ 
sult is a very 
accurate, dry- 
lubricated, low- 
friction surface 
that is extremely resistant to wear. As the 
PTFE is evenly distributed and locked into 
the nickel-phosphorus matrix, when wear 
occurs, fresh particles of PTFE are ex¬ 
posed to keep the surface lubricated. No 
lubricants of any kind are required in the 
frame group of a semiauto pistol; powder 
residue and carbon fouling can be easily 
removed with a dry cloth. 

More mundane Robar surface finishes 
include electroless nickel, which remains 


one of the most 
durable and cost- 
effective coat¬ 
ings that can be 
applied to a fire¬ 
arm. Phosphat- 
ing (known 
by many as 
“Parkerizing”) 
is also available 
and involves the 
transformation 
of a steel surface 
to a rust-resis¬ 
tant manganese 
or zinc phos¬ 
phate. This non-reflective, matte black fin¬ 
ish is far superior to its World War Il-era 
predecessors and has a sponge-like struc¬ 
ture that entraps corrosion-resistant lubri¬ 
cants and provides an excellent coating for 
firearms exposed to high humidity and/or 
harsh environments. 

Robar can blacken stainless steel by the 
application of oxidizing compounds. This 
process produces a black finish on stainless 
steel by converting the chrome present in 


stainless steel to chrome-sulfide. The thick¬ 
ness of black oxide coating on stainless 
steel ranges from only 0.00006 to 0.0001 
mil. This process not only reduces glare, 
but increases corrosion resistance and in¬ 
hibits galling, a phenomenon sometimes 
associated with the bearing surfaces of 
reciprocating parts on stainless steel 
firearms. 

Finally, and most cost-effective of all, 
modem “bluing” oxidizes a steel surface to 
a corrosion-resistant, black decorative fin¬ 
ish by chemical reaction directly with the 
iron (Fe) in the steel alloy, to form oxide of 
iron (Fe 3 0 4 ), 

Which of these finishes is best for you? 
That depends upon your intended use of the 
firearm and the size of your pockelbook. As 
I lurk in some pretty dark alleys and on 
steamy jungle trails, I prefer Polymax in a 
camouflage pattern to reduce the potential 
for position disclosure. If this is not an 
important parameter, then the advantages 
provided by Robar’s NP 3 are appealing to 
those whose firearms see heavy and sus¬ 
tained use.^ 


Two Colt AR-15s after 
Polymax treatment; the rifle 
in woodland camouflage, the 
carbine in an urban pattern. 
Polymax provides excellent 
resistance to water, many 
corrosive chemicals, 
abrasions and impact. 
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Your Peers at the 




plus 

MILITARY 


EHICLE SHOW 


16-20 September 1992 


Exciting contests, weapons demonstrations, 
seminars, participatory events and good times 
give you opportunities to enhance your 
knowledge and skills. On the battlefield or on 
mean streets of the city — you've given your 
best. Now join us and celebrate at The Sands 
Hotel and Casino — on the Strip in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 


PARTICIPATORY EVENTS 


Participate in these hands-on events. Contact each event's sponsor 
for more information - each requires special registration ana fee. 

MARTIAL MARKSMANSHIP INSTITUTE 3 separate classes Rifle, Pistol, 
Shotgun. Including Live Fire on the range. Call (619) 375-4855 
EVASIVE DRIVING: Professional instruction and practical exercises. Important for 
police, dignitaries, executives, VIPs and bodyguards. Call Tom Carter (919) 864- 
9806. 

MILITARY KNIFE FIGHTING: Serious fighting skills including grips and postures, secondary and primary targets, blocks, counters and more. Call (913) 682-6518. 
PISTOL;MACHINE GUN MATCH: The Cun Store's popular pistol/machine-gun combat range event Call (702) 454-1110. 

NRA INSTRUCTOR CLASS: Learn how to teach "personal protection" and you can become eligible to be certified. Call (714) 956-2439. 

AIR-TO-AIR COMBAT: You fly, shoot and make the kill. AIR COMBAT USA. Call (714) 522-7590. 

FEMALE SELF DEFENSE: Free Kubaton included with event, certificate of completion, qualified martial arts instructor. Protect yourself. Call Tom Carter (919) £64-9806. 
COMBAT KNIFE FIGHTING: Featuring Al Mar's Warrior Knife, included in event fee.Limitedregistration.Call(208)263-0848.5PM-9PM PST. 

RAPPELLING: Learn this fast-growing exciting sport. Basic rappelling Australian tie-off. The course will be conducted in the convention center. Call (407) 331-0731. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT: Open to officers with credentials only. Martial arts, gun disarming, gun retention, joint manipulation. Call (208) 263-0848. 5PM-9PM. 

STREET DEFENSE: Al Mar Eagle included in event costs. Learn to defend yourself. A great course for women; basic street smarts. Call (208) 263-0848. 5PM-9PM. 
DEFENSE TACTICS: Streetwise tactics, hand-to-hand combat Call (407) 331-0731. 

WORLD FAMOUS 3-GUN INTERNATIONAL TACTICAL CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH: SOLD OUT 



SEMINARS 


Learn the truth from the men who have been there. A favorite SOF convention event 

Grass Roots Activism South Asia Update POW Update 

Air-To-Air Combat Tactics Personal & Family Protection Teaching Combat Marksmanship Skills 

Vietnamese Crime Squad Activities K-9 Military History and Overview K-9 Police Service 

Combating the New World Order Gun Rights Peter Kokalis' Battle Rifles 


K-9 Civilian Personal Protection 
Croatian Update 
Desert Storm Warthogs 
And Many Many More! 


THE GREAT ESCAPE PUGIL STICK 


Sponsored by Al Mar Knives, free to the first 200 registered conventioneers. Prepare now for these tough tourneys. Get in shape — you body will 

Tactical obstacle course tests your skill with a knife; all contestants will be thank you and maybe your wallet will, too. CASH PRIZES. Free T- 

using a knife furnished by Al Mar; prizes for the winners; all contestants Shirt for all participants; no entry fee for conventioneers, 
receive a free T-shirt. 
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Dedicated to preservation of the Second Amendment. 
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Pre-register now by sending $100 by 21 August 1992, ($135 after 21 August 1992) with registration card to: 
SOF Convention, PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 (Phone: (303) 449-3750, FAX: (303) 444-5617) 














Of Thee l Sing ... 


BARRY SADLER'S 
LAST PROJECT 


by Jim Pate 



F ew songwriters and few songs in 
recent history have had the im¬ 
pact of Barry Sadler and his “Bal¬ 
lad of the Green Berets.” 

More than a quarter-century after its 
release, and three years after Sadler’s 
death, mention his name or the title of his 
only chartbuster and people remember 
the young Special Forces sergeant and the 
song he penned that stirred a nation’s soul 
in the early days of the Vietnam War. 

In a fitting tribute to the power and 
depth of his patriotism, even in death, 
Sadler’s last musical project, Of Thee I 
Sing , has become a centerpiece for the 
official U.S. celebration of the 500th anni¬ 
versary of Christopher Columbus’ voyage 
to America. 

After the success of his hit song about 
“fighting soldiers from the sky, fearless 
men who jump and die,” Sadler became a 
public relations bonanza for the U.S. 
Army. After leaving the service, he headed 
to Tennessee, where he worked in the 
music business and began a lucrative ca¬ 
reer writing novels about men at war. He 
also maintained his military contacts and 
served in law enforcement. 

Sadler ended up on the wrong side of 
the law outside a bar one night, though, 
when he shot a man. But a judge had 
enough insight to recognize that Sadler’s 
victim got what was coming to him — 
Sadler had been threatened at gunpoint by 
the victim on several occasions — so Sadler 
served only 22 days in jail for the fatal 
shooting. 

After his release, Sadler headed to Gua¬ 
temala to renew his long friendship with 
an old Army buddy, Ben Rosson, who had 
become a mercenary and trader in high- 
powered hardware. There Sadler began the 
first of many medical-assistance projects 
for rural Guatemalans, drawing on his ex¬ 
pertise as a Special Forces medic; he also 
became a fixture in Guatemala City’s mer¬ 
cenary community. 

Sadler pursued many other interests as 
well, including martial arts, producing 
training videos and serving as a Contrib¬ 
uting Editor to Soldier Of Fortune Maga¬ 
zine on the subject. 

His Of Thee I Sing research resulted in 
a collection of historical popular music 


from different eras in our nation’s history, 
from the genesis of the American Revolu¬ 
tion to the dawn of the 19th century. Sadler 
came up with the idea for a musical trib¬ 
ute to the nation in 1975; he began re¬ 
searching original popular songs from 
throughout America’s history at the Li¬ 
brary of Congress, the National Archives 
and the Smithsonian Institution. 

“He loved his country dearly, and he 
was always looking for outlets to express 
that love,” said Thadd Collins, a longtime 
friend who co-produced the album with 
Sadler. “Barry picked these songs because 
they are not the ones heard repetitiously in 
recent years ... but had been popular in 
their time and were lost or forgotten.” 

There was no particular rush on the 
project, so the producers took pains to 
make the musical accompaniment histori¬ 
cally accurate. 

“Careful attention was given to the in¬ 
strumentation,” Collins said. “Special re¬ 
search of the instruments of the era por¬ 
trayed was made, and in every song this 
comes forward, even though in some cases 
it is backgrounded with instruments of 
today.” 

Of the 12 selections, Sadler does lead 
vocals on two, but handles all vocal ar- 


Barry Sadler — singer, soldier, songwriter 
— sings “Ballad of the Green-Berets” in Don 
Quijote’s, known to Guatemalan locals as la 
cantina de los mercenaries, in summer of 
1988. Photo: SOF staff 

rangements. Also singing lead vocals on 
two songs is Merle Kilgore, a longtime 
friend of Hank Williams and presently 
manager for Hank Williams Jr. 

Sadler and Collins finished all the re¬ 
cording work — and the tapes went into 
storage. “Barry, being Barry, had a lot of 
other projects going,” Collins said. “He 
was cranking out his novels and staying 
busy in Guatemala.” 

Before Sadler could get back to the 
project, fate intervened. He was severely 
wounded in a 1988 accidental shooting in 
Guatemala City, and SOF Editor/Pub¬ 
lisher Robert K. Brown arranged for an air 
ambulance to move him to Nashville. Yet 
Sadler never fully recovered; he died two 
years later. 

“We decided the work should not just 
sit on the shelf,” Collins said, “so we dug 
the tapes out of the warehouse. They were 
remastered from analog to digital.” 

Continued on page 68 
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“MULLAHS 

ON THE 

MOVE 


The Surge of 

Islamic Fundamentalism—Part II 


by Neil Livingstone 


n 16 February 1992, a con¬ 
voy of vehicles sped away 
from the market town of 
Jibchit in southern Lebanon. 
A short time later a second, 
almost identical, convoy left 
the town. The second convoy, 
however, didn’t make it. Is¬ 
raeli “Cobra” helicopter gun- 
ships, sweeping low over the 
rough terrain, ambushed the convoy and 
killed Sheik Abbas Musawi, his wife and 
6-year-old son. The first con¬ 
voy had been sent out as a de¬ 
coy, but the Israelis were not 
deceived by it. 

Sheik Musawi was the most 
prominent of four fanatical 
Shi’ite brothers and a top offi¬ 
cial of Hezbollah , the so-called 
“Party of God.” He played a 
key role in the 1983 bombing 
of the U.S. Marine Corps bar¬ 
racks in Beirut, which had been 
pancaked by a car bomb, re¬ 
sulting in the loss of 241 
American servicemen. More 
Americans were killed in that 
one blinding explosion than 
were lost on the battlefield dur¬ 
ing the Gulf War. 

Musawi also was implicated 
in the earlier bombing of the 
U.S. Embassy in Beirut that 
wiped out most of the CIA sta¬ 


tion in Lebanon, and in the subsequent 
destruction of the embassy annex, with 
further loss of life. In addition, he was one 
of the principal figures involved in the 
kidnapping of Western hostages, includ¬ 
ing the abduction and subsequent murder 
of Marine Lieutenant Colonel William R. 
Higgins. 

The Israelis had carefully planned their 
attack on Musawi since late 1991, because 
of the increase in Hezbollah operations 
against Israel and its surrogates in south¬ 


ern Lebanon. As Israeli Defense Minister 
Moshe Arens announced, “This is a mes¬ 
sage to all the terrorist organizations, that 
whoever opens an account with us, we 
will be the ones to close the account.” 

Although Israel was widely criticized 
by other nations for the deaths of Musawi’s 
wife and son, it is a fact that the sheik 
frequently used them as shields to dis¬ 
courage Israeli attacks. Hiding behind 
women and children is not an uncommon 
tactic of Hezbollah. A number of vehicle 
bombs used in attacks on Ameri¬ 
can and other Western targets in 
Lebanon were constructed in the 
basement of a particular apart¬ 
mentbuilding, obviously to make 
Hezbollah’s enemies think twice 
about hitting the site because of 
the high number of civilian casu¬ 
alties that would be involved. 

Musawi’s successor is even 
more radical and bloodthirsty 
than Musawi was. To replace their 
fallen comrade, Hezbollah’s rul¬ 
ing council named Sheik Hassan 

These nations, plus large 
segments of Asia Major, 
already have Moslem 
majorities or are effectively 
under Moslem control: Will 
militant extremists led by Iran 
be able to enlist them for a 
Moslem world conquest? 
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Moslem independence movements, such as the rebels in 
Afghanistan who defeated the former Soviets and their communist 
puppets, are usually comprised of varying factions. Once the 
common enemy is defeated, extreme “fundamentalist” factions 
attempt to co-opt the victory, ltvjffli as the communists did in 
Russia after the first revoUflffl defeated the Czarists. 













Prayer and weapons: Moderate Moslems 
view liberation movements as a means to 
throw off the yokes of colonialism, 
communism, capitalism or other perceived 
oppressions. Extreme fundamentalists 
usually regard them as but steps in the 
march of Islam toward world domination. 
Photo: Julian Gearing 

Nasrallah as its new secretary-general. 
Nasrallah immediately vowed that he 
would avenge Musawi’s death, adding that 
his forces will attack Israeli and U.S. tar¬ 
gets. He also promised to continue fight¬ 
ing “until all of Palestine is liberated” and 
rejected any consideration of coexistence 
with either Israel or its proxy, the South 
Lebanese Army. 

Within hours of Musawi’s death, Iran 
stepped up shipments of weapons to 
Hezbollah. On 17 February, the day after 
Musawi’s death, a civilian cargo plane 
landed at Beirut International Airport and 
unloaded Katyusha rockets for Hezbollah. 
A second shipment of the Soviet-made 
rockets arrived on 20 February. 

On 17 March, a powerful bomb blast 
devastated the three-story Israeli Embassy 
in Buenos Aires, killing 24 people and 
injuring at least 250 more. Approximately 
100 kilograms of explosive (220 pounds) 
hidden in a Ford Fairlane was detonated 
as the automobile passed by the embassy. 
There was no warning before the attack, 
which followed close on the heels of the 
murder of an Israeli diplomatic security 
official in Turkey. 

Argentine President Carlos Menem ini¬ 
tially blamed the attack on pro-Nazis, be¬ 
cause of his government’s vow to release 
all information about former Nazis who 
took refuge in Argentina after World War 
II, but his statement was discounted by 
Western intelligence sources. The follow¬ 
ing day, Islamic Jihad claimed credit, say¬ 
ing, “We proudly announce that the op¬ 
eration ... is one of our continuous strikes 
against the criminal Israeli enemy in an 
open war that will not finish until Israel is 
wiped out of existence.” 

Islamic Jihad’s statement praised the 
bomber, identified only as Yasser. “Yasser 


... you strange Argentine,” it read, “you 
have been guided by Islam in your land, 
which is a stranger to Islam, and believed 
in Jihad [holy war] as a way to support 
the religion which you have embraced 
and loved, and wished for blood-red mar¬ 
tyrdom.” There also were reports that 
members of the German Red Army Fac¬ 
tion (RAF) were spotted in Argentina 
around the time of the embassy blast. 

Hezbollah Strikes Again 

According to U.S. and Israeli intelli¬ 
gence sources, the bombing was carried 
out by Islamic Jihad’s action arm, 
Hezbollah. The explosive used was Czech- 
made Semtex that had been transferred to 
Argentina in the Iranian diplomatic 
“pouch,” escorted by a former bodyguard 
to the Ayatollah Khomeini and kept at the 
Iranian Embassy until passed along to 
Hezbollah operatives in the country. 

The arrival of the explosives at the 
Iranian Embassy caused a stir that was 
noted by Western intelligence services in¬ 
tercepting communications to and from 
the embassy. The detonator was part of a 
batch acquired by Iran from East Ger¬ 
many before the collapse of that commu¬ 
nist regime. The actual bomb design was 
similar to that used in an unsuccessful 
December 1991 attempt to bomb a busload 
of Russian-Jewish immigrants in 
Budapest, Hungary. 

It turned out that the driver of the 
vehicle was not a suicide bomber, but 
rather an innocent dupe told to drive the 
vehicle to a site in the immediate area. 
While he passed the embassy looking for 
a parking spot, the bomb was detonated 
by remote control. By lauding “Abu 
Yasser’s” sacrifice, Islamic Jihad appar¬ 
ently hoped to leave the impression that 
the driver was a willing participant in the 
plot, eager to sacrifice his life for the 
glory of Islam, rather than an unwitting* 
pawn tricked into driving the bomb-laden 
vehicle. 

Reminiscent of the threat made against 
Saddam Hussein in the wake of the Scud 
missile attacks on Israel during the Gulf 
War, Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy 


said that “those who carried out the mur¬ 
der and those who sent them are destined 
for a painful punishment. The government 
of Israel will decide on the place, the form 
and the manner to avenge the blood of the 
fallen.” 

The War Against Israel & 

The United States 

While Islamic Jihad linked the car 
bomb attack in Buenos Aires to the kill¬ 
ing of Sheik Musawi, in reality the death 
of the Hezbollah leader was just a conve¬ 
nient pretext for the terrorist action. A 
massive terrorist campaign against Israel 
and the United States had already been 
put in motion in late 1991. 

Iranian officials, led by intelligence 
chief Ali Falahian, met with Hezbollah 
leaders and ordered them to disrupt the 
ongoing Middle East peace talks spon¬ 
sored by the United States, by means of 
terrorist attacks throughout the region and 
Western Europe. 

Iran transferred another $35 million to 
Hezbollah to underwrite the operations, 
while giving another $10 million to 
Hezbollah’s chief political and spiritual 
leader, Sheik Mohammed Hussein 
Fadallah, to secure his cooperation. All of 
the funds are funneled to Hezbollah through 
Iran’s ambassador to Damascus, Hassan 
Akhtari, and coordinated with Iran’s 
charge d’affaires in Beirut. 

Thus, the attack in Buenos Aires was 
simply a continuation of the new terrorist 
offensive already underway. The Israeli 
Embassy was probably chosen because it 
was an old building located right on the 
street and would be easier to drop than 
many more-modem structures of steel and 
reinforced concrete. 

By contrast to the formidable security 
at Israel’s embassies in Europe, security 
at the Jewish nation’s embassy in Argen¬ 
tina was not at a high level; it had been 
more than a decade since any serious at- 


Trained cadres of militant true believers 
striving for martyrdom, enormous 
operational budgets, readily available 
supplies of quality weapons and 
explosives, the luxury or moving supplies 
or personnel under diplomatic cover — 
all spell trouble for the West as Iranian- 
backed Moslem extremists target their 
perceived enemies. 

Photo: Julian Gearing 
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tack on an Israeli target in Latin America. 

No one knows where Iran or its surro¬ 
gates will strike next. Explosives and other 
materials have been pre-positioned in many 
countries, while Iran’s embassies regularly 
assist and provide sanctuary to terrorists 
controlled by Iran. 

Western intelligence specialists say that 
Tehran routinely abuses its diplomatic 
privileges by smuggling weapons and ex¬ 
plosives in its diplomatic pouch. Simi¬ 
larly, Iran’s national airline serves as a 
cover for many terrorists and agents of 
subversion, as well as a vehicle for mov¬ 
ing guns and explosives around the world. 
Iranian assassination teams, moreover, 
have been pre-positioned in Lebanon, 
Egypt, Senegal, Canada, Japan, the United 
Kingdom, Italy, Nigeria, Bahrain, Swit¬ 
zerland and Germany. 

While there is a sizable Iranian com¬ 
munity in the United States (mostly former 
members of the ancient regime and back¬ 
ers of the Shah), and Iranian students are 
still permitted to study in this country, 
there is little evidence to suggest that there 


Although the Koran frowns on graven 
images, such things as posters calling for 
unity in the struggle, or glorifying the 
Ayatollah Khomeini, are OK. 

Photo: Tony Davis 

is any imminent terrorist threat in the con¬ 
tinental United States from Iran. It is still 
far easier to cross the street to carry out an 
attack than to cross an ocean. So long as 
the United States has so many inviting 
targets of opportunity abroad — embas¬ 
sies, tourists, American businesses, and 
aircraft — there is no need for Iranian- 
backed terrorists to come here to launch 
an attack. 

Under pressure from the Bush admin¬ 
istration, Syria joined the Coalition against 
Saddam Hussein and also participated in 
the peace talks aimed at resolving the long¬ 
standing Arab-Israeli dispute. Syria’s role 
in the bombing of Pan Am 103 was conve¬ 
niently swept under the rug by U.S. offi¬ 


cials, who also ignored a quarter-century 
of support for international terrorism by 
Damascus. Although Secretary of State 
James Baker and others in the Bush ad¬ 
ministration would have us believe Syria 
has forsworn terrorism, the facts don’t sup¬ 
port such a conclusion. 

Syria: Up To Its Old Tricks 

According to Western intelligence 
sources, Syria hosted three meetings in 
January and February 1992, designed to 
forge closer coordination between Pales¬ 
tinian terrorist groups and Iranian-backed 
Islamic fundamentalist organizations, es¬ 
pecially Hezbollah. Present at the meet¬ 
ings were representatives of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine/Gen¬ 
eral Command (PFLP/ GC), Popular Lib¬ 
eration War Vanguards/al-Saiqa Forces, 
the Palestine National Liberation Move¬ 
ment (PNLM), the Palestinian Revolution¬ 
ary Communist Party (PRCP), the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Front (PLF), and Hamas 
— the Islamic Resistance Movement. 

Syria’s immediate goal is to promote 


an increase in the number of terrorist at¬ 
tacks against Israeli targets on the occu¬ 
pied West Bank and on the Gaza Strip. To 
this end, Damascus pledged greater logis¬ 
tics support for the various groups in at¬ 
tendance at the three meetings. 

Iran’s leadership clearly regards the 
Madrid conference and the subsequent 
peace talks between Israel and its Arab 
neighbors as a plot by the United States to 
extend its control over the region. Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and the Emirates are al¬ 
ready regarded as American dependencies, 
and the present leaders of Oman and Egypt 
are considered “American stooges.” 

As a result, Tehran is desperate to de¬ 
rail the peace process by any means pos¬ 
sible, and to this end Hezbollah and other 
pro-Iranian terrorist groups have been 
given the task of carrying out as many 
attacks against Israeli and American tar¬ 
gets as possible during the coming year. 
In addition to efforts to undermine the 


Arab regimes in North Africa, Iran is 
spending millions on plots to destabilize 
Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf states. 

Iran’s leadership was said to be shocked 
by the overwhelming superiority of West¬ 
ern weapons in the Gulf War, and by their 
own comparative military inferiority. As 
a result, they’ve gone on a weapons-buy- 
ing spree and are expected to acquire $2 
billion worth of weapons this year. In ad¬ 
dition, Iran has been engaged for nearly a 
decade in the acquisition of chemical and 
biological weapons of mass destruction. 
There are reports that Iran has managed to 
stockpile significant quantities of some 
chemical agents. 

Next, Nukes! 

But it is Iran’s drive to acquire nuclear 
weapons that is producing the greatest con¬ 
cern in the West. Initiated in 1975-76 by 
the late Shah, Iran’s nuclear program lan¬ 
guished for many years. Throughout the 
1980s, it received only halfhearted sup¬ 
port from the financially pressed Iranian 
government. Funding of the program av¬ 
eraged $22 million per year. 

In May 1991, however, a decision was 
made in Tehran to greatly expand and 
accelerate the nation’s nuclear program, 
so an estimated half-billion dollars was 
pumped into it to give it new life. Mohsein 
Rizawi was placed at the helm of the crash 
program. Iran also formalized a series of 
agreements with other emerging nuclear 
powers like Pakistan, India, China and 
North Korea to share and exchange tech¬ 
nologies. 

In addition, the Iranians began to scour 
the world for nuclear scientists willing to 
work for them. Given the enormous sala¬ 
ries Iranians are willing to pay, they are 
said to have found many scientists eager 
to accept Tehran’s blandishments, includ¬ 
ing some from the former Soviet Union. 
According to one source, by the end of 
1991 Iran had managed to recruit 400 
foreign scientists for its nuclear program. 

The Castro Connection 

In September 1991, the Iranians 
reached agreement with Fidel Castro’s eco¬ 
nomically destitute government for help 
delivering a nuclear payload to a target. 
According to the agreement, Cuban pilots 
would provide training to their Iranian 
counterparts in such areas as low-penetra¬ 
tion maneuvers and special bombing tech¬ 
niques necessary for dropping a nuclear 
wear f rom the MiG-23 BN jet. 

Western intelligence sources also be¬ 
lieve there was some discussion of Cuba 
selling several of the MiGs, which have a 
nuclear-payload capability, to Iran. In com¬ 
pensation for the training, Iran agreed to 
provide Cuba with a specified amount of 
oil, which Castro desperately needs since 
his Soviet fuel sources and other subsi¬ 
dies have been all but cut off. 

Observers believe the cooperative ef- 

Continued on page 69 
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jLt. Col. James G. “Bo" 
jiGrUz — war hero and 
(presidential candidate 
ynder the Populist Party 
l banner— speaKing at 
•■Trepaiedness Expo '92' 
'in Las Vegas. Phalo: 

1 Sretchen Janowsky 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Due to numerous phone calls and letters 
asking about the Populist Party and its 1992 presidential candi¬ 
date, retired Army Lieutenant Colonel James G. “Bo” Gritz, 
Soldier Of Fortune decided an in-depth look at Gritz’s campaign 
was in order. 

W hen the curtain fell on James G. “Bo” Gritz’s “Freedom Call ’90” 
forum in Las Vegas, political observers scratched their heads in 
wonder. A politically surreal assemblage, it had come off to 
some observers as guerrilla theater of the ideologically absurd, an anoma¬ 
lous political sideshow. 

The philosophical spectrum of speakers was hardly less remarkable than 
if the late Senator Joe McCarthy and longtime U.S. Communist Party leader 
Gus Hall were to be united in a political alliance — imagine Fidel Castro 
speaking at a Jesse Helms fund-raiser. 


Party 


by Jim Pate 
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Clowns 

And 
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Populist 
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Left: In 1983, Bo was a major player in POW/MIA rescue schemes; today his 
ambitions have broadened. 
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With the noted Vietnam special-op¬ 
erations warrior as ringmaster, center ring 
in Vegas included Eustace Mullins, a 
Hitler apologist and one of the nation’s 
most virulent anti-Semites. His theory of 
a global financial conspiracy by certain 
wealthy Jewish families allegedly con¬ 
trolling the Federal Reserve System was 
available on videotape and being promoted 
by such lefty organizations as the Christie 
Institute, Prevailing Winds Research, and 
Pacifica Radio. 

Also on the program was former 
Reagan administration staffer Barbara 
Honneger, whose book October Surprise 
alleges the Reagan campaign deliberately 
delayed release of U.S. hostages in Iran 
for political gain. Other notables included 
John Stockwell, the highest-ranking CIA 
officer-turned-critic, and also noted 
peacenik Father Bill Davis, a founder of 
the Christie Institute. 

Strange Bedfellows Wearing Sheets 

Politics does make strange bedfellows. 
Some of them apparently were already 
wearing sheets when they hopped in the 
sack with their Populist Party comrades. 

Sponsored by his Nevada-based Cen¬ 
ter for Action, Gritz said Freedom Call 
’90’s speaker and topic choices resulted 
from 2,500 questionnaires sent to “patri¬ 
otic groups.” The July 1990 conference 
ultimately became a springboard for 
Gritz's presidential candidacy under the 
banner of the Populist Party, described in 
the March 1992 issue of Reader's Digest 
as “a haven for neo-Nazis, ex-Klansmen 
and followers of veteran anti-Semite Willis 
Carto." 

While acknowledging Carto’s pivotal 
role in resurrecting the Populist Party in 
1984 under the auspices of the right-wing 
extremist Liberty Lobby and its publica¬ 
tion, The Spotlight , Gritz noted in a recent 
interview that a great gulf now exists be¬ 
tween Carto and the Populist Party. 

Reader's Digest's characterization is 
unfair, Gritz said, adding that following 
David Duke’s 1988 bid as the Populist 
Party’s presidential candidate, the party 
ranks were purged of members having Ku 
Klux Klan and neo-Nazi backgrounds. 

Gritz, who has two Amerasian chil¬ 
dren, renounced any racist beliefs on the 
part of his party. “If you’ve been in com¬ 
bat and you’ve huddled in peril with all 
races and all creeds ... you know what 
equal opportunity is,” he said. 

Still, Gritz’s forum seems to reflect a 
bizarre political alliance between the right 
and left, one disturbingly reminiscent of 
partnerships made in the years following 
World War I, when both German Nazis 
and Italian fascists forged ties with labor 
unions, socialists and left-wing groups to 
seize political power. 

Former CIA officer Stockwell, who 
said he “met Gritz there on stage [and] 
came away greatly unimpressed,” added 
later that he neither endorses Gritz nor the 
Populist Party. And Father Davis, who 


walked out during remarks by Mullins, 
said his own appearance should not be 
construed as an endorsement, either. 

Apparently embarrassed by the ties to 
Gritz’s campaign, Sara Nelson, national 
director of the Christie Institute, finally 
wrote in November that the alleged affili¬ 
ations of the Populist Party with Klansmen 
and neo-Nazis, “if true, are extremely se¬ 
rious ... the Institute’s former relationship 
with Bo Gritz [was] 
a mistake.” Nelson 
attributed the asso¬ 
ciation to “our igno¬ 
rance of Bo Gritz’s 
extremist connec¬ 
tions.” 

The Populist 
Party’s earlier con¬ 
nections to the Klan, 
neo-Nazis and other 
racist groups have 
left Nelson, Davis 
and Daniel P. 

Sheehan, the 
Christie Institute’s 
best-known cru¬ 
sader, all looking 
badly duped by the 
old special ops com¬ 
mando. 

These matters 
have also drawn 
criticism against the 
Christie Institute 
(usually one of the 
standard-bearers for 
liberal causes) from 
such organizations 
as People Against 
Racist Terror, and 
also from Political Research Associates, 
which specializes in tracking right-wing 
political movements. Both organizations 
faulted the Christies for not stridently re¬ 
nouncing Gritz and his campaign . 

In a brief telephone interview with 
Soldier Of Fortune — one he cut short 
when asked about his cooperation with 
Gritz and the Populist Party — Sheehan 
equivocated and then fell silent. 

Populists Unite 

Gritz’s quest for a cross-ideological 
pollination to help his political ambitions 
blossom was clearly stated in the June 
1991 issue of The Populist Observer , 
where he called upon “you as Republican, 
Democrat, Libertarian, independent, right, 
left, conservative, liberal... to UNITE AS 
POPULISTS!” (emphasis in the original). 

Gritz and other Populist Party sup¬ 
porters had already infiltrated the left- 
wing lecture circuit, especially on the West 
Coast, primarily under the auspices of 
Prevailing Winds Research, a group from 
Santa Clara, California, closely allied with 
the Christie Institute. 

The Populists got generous airtime 
from the Pacifica Radio Network affiliate 
stations KPFK in Los Angeles, KPFA in 
Berkeley and KBOO in Portland. 


Prevailing Winds helped promote many 
personal appearances and radio speeches 
by Gritz, including a three-hour talk to the 
Santa Barbara City College Political 
Awareness Club on 12 May 1991. Pre¬ 
vailing Winds has also published endorse¬ 
ments of Gritz’s Center for Action, lo¬ 
cated in Sandy Valley, Nevada. 

“We go wherever we’re invited,” Gritz 
told SOF. “If the Black Panthers invited 
me, I’d go. If the 
Jewish Defense 
League invited 
me, I’d go. Be¬ 
cause my mes¬ 
sage is the same, 
and if you’re an 
American you 
need to hear it... 
but the Populist 
Party is soundly 
against ... Ku 
Klux Klan and 
neo-Nazi beliefs 

Gritz’s mes¬ 
sage calls for 
abolition of the 
Federal Reserve 
System, the in¬ 
come tax and the 
Internal Revenue 
Service; he 
staunchly op¬ 
poses President 
Bush’s New 
World Order 
concept, and he 
wants a return to 
states’ rights in 
legislating such 
concerns as abortion, pornography, ho¬ 
mosexuality and similar issues. Conspiracy 
theories are also referred to by Gritz, who 
alleges U.S. government involvement in 
drug smuggling and other crimes (such as 
President Kennedy’s assassination), and 
that the AIDs virus was hatched in a U.S. 
government laboratory. 

Gritz’s Center for Action has promoted 
Christie Institute and Prevailing Winds 
Research causes, as well as Mullins’ ar¬ 
guments against the Federal Reserve. In 
many of his speeches across the country, 
Gritz cites Christie condemnation of the 
Iran-Contra affair and especially former 
Marine Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North’s 
involvement. 

According to a February 1992 report 
by Political Research Associates of Cam¬ 
bridge, Massachusetts, Gritz also often 
implies a friendly working relationship 
between himself and key Christie figures, 
especially Sheehan. “Sheehan is featured 
in a privately distributed videotape pro¬ 
gram focusing on Gritz’s research, which 
alleges high-level conspiracies by the 
Reagan and Bush administrations’ intelli¬ 
gence communities to smuggle drugs,” 
according to the report, written by Chip 
Berlet. 

These conspiracy theories provided 



Gritz claims support from Daniel Sheehan, 
honcho in the leftist Christie Institute, but 
Sheehan seemed somewhat nonplussed to 
find himself in league with neo-Nazis and Klan 
members supporting Gritz’s candidacy. 
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much of the common ground on which the 
right and left got together. And “the right’s 
attempt to influence and recruit the left 
became highly visible during the Gulf 
War,” Berlet wrote. “As the movement 
against the war in the Middle East began 
to grow, a handful of far-right and anti- 
Jewish groups began to seek alliances with 
liberal, progressive and leftist anti-war 
coalitions.” 

Conspiracies Everywhere 

“As the far right made overtures to the 
left, some of the classic conspiracy theo¬ 
ries of the far right began to creep into 
progressive and even mainstream analy¬ 
ses of foreign policy and domestic repres¬ 
sion,” Berlet wrote. “An audience was 
created ... through public speaking, radio 
interviews, sales of audio tapes and pub¬ 
lished articles.” 

Berlet’s report, which cautioned that 
the Liberty Lobby and the Populist Party 
are “separate and distinct from traditional 


conservatism,” noted the Christies’ West 
Coast office sells The Guns and Drugs 
Reader, edited by Prevailing Winds and 
prominently featuring material written by 
Gritz. Ironically, no other news medium 
has given more coverage to Gritz’s candi¬ 
dacy and his right-wing allies than Pacifica 
Radio Network, noted for its left-wing 
slant on the news. 

The Populist Party resurrected in 1984 
is not your great-grandfather's Populist 
Party (see sidebar). The original Populist 
Party was a largely rural coalition of farm¬ 
ers and the working class that gained na¬ 
tional power a century ago. It opposed the 
rapid economic changes then taking place 
and called for an increase in the money 


supply through coining unlimited amounts 
of silver; it sought government ownership 
of the railroads and phone companies. 

Carto’s 1984 reincarnation claimed lin¬ 
eage from the 19th-century populist move¬ 
ment, a claim Gritz also makes. But ex¬ 
cept for some superficial similarities, the 
modern incarnation has more in common 
in its organizational history with bed- 
sheeted night riders — its founders have 
political backgrounds that belie the egali¬ 
tarian aura that a name like “populist” 
might suggest. 

Gritz said the extremist tilt was more 
recent, stating that “when David Duke 
came on in 1988 ... it was like taking a 
perfectly good container and dumping it 
full of garbage ... I will not cooperate 
with any bigoted state group.” He added 
that each state Populist group is autono¬ 
mous. The Populist Party’s Florida chap¬ 
ter is one such group Gritz has disavowed 
because of its refusal to admit non-white 
members. 


“They’re on their own,” Gritz said. 
“We’ve been trying to dump Duke’s 
people. Today, David Duke is a Republi¬ 
can. Why aren’t they tarring George Bush 
with that brush?” 

Racists And Anti-Semites 

But Populist Party ties to the Ku KJux 
Klan and neo-Nazis go back to its resur¬ 
rection in 1984. Launched by Carto’s Lib¬ 
erty Lobby newspaper. The Spotlight , 
today’s Populist Party is described by the 
Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith 
as “the most professional and successful 
anti-Jewish propaganda organization in the 
United States ... a contemporary Trojan 
Horse, a ploy to breach the boundaries 


separating mainstream American politics 
from extremism.” 

It was through the Liberty Lobby, The 
Spotlight and Carto’s mailing list that a 
national constituency was created for 
former Nazi and Klansman David Duke, 
according to Berlet’s report. 

An article, “David Duke: Racial Poli¬ 
tics for Profit,” in the March 1992 issue of 
Reader's Digest said the 47,047 votes Duke 
won in 1988 were financed largely from 
campaign funds raised using Carto’s mail¬ 
ing list of more than 100,000 names, many 
being “members of extremist groups rang¬ 
ing from Liberty Lobby to ... various Klan 
groups.” 

Gritz was Duke’s initial running mate 
for vice president in the Populist Party’s 
1988 campaign. Duke’s recent past as a 
grand dragon of the Ku Klux Klan became 
the prominent issue, though, and Gritz re¬ 
signed from the Populist ticket to unsuc¬ 
cessfully seek the Republican nomination 
for a Nevada congressional race. 

Yet Gritz continues to associate with 
people of questionable intent. Mullins is a 
good example. 

“People call Eustace Mullins anti- 
Semitic,” Gritz noted. “But all he does is 
name the owners of the Federal Reserve. 
And they happen to be people who are ... 
Jewish. I know him fairly well. What he 
talks about on the tape we sell is the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve. He’s done more research 
than probably anyone else and wrote a 
book called Secrets of the Federal Re¬ 
serve” 

Mullins has authored another book: The 
Biological Jew. Some passages from that 
book: which might be construed as offen¬ 
sive to people of Jewish ancestry, suggest 
that Gritz’s uncertainty about Mullins is 
naive at best, “Throughout history we Find 
the Jew entwined about the reproductive 
organs of the Gentile host,” Mullins wrote 
in this book, “like a parasitic vine which is 
slowly strangling a healthy tree.” 

Gritz also said he does not know Jerry 
Pope, chairman of Kentucky’s Populist 
Party. Pope was once a prominent figure 
in the National States Rights Party founded 
by racist J.B. Stoner, who was imprisoned 
for the deaths of black children in the 
bombing of a Sunday school class in Bir¬ 
mingham, Alabama. 

If Gritz doesn’t know Pope, it’s inter¬ 
esting, because they both were members 
of the Liberty Lobby’s Populist Action 
Committee in 1991, according to Political 
Research Associates. Another member of 
this committee that Gritz claimed he does 
not know is Robert H. Weems Jr., the first 
national chairman of the Populist Party 
and a former state leader of the Ku Klux 
Klan in Mississippi. 

Gritz’s campaign has at times taken on 
a distinctly militaristic air. Populist Party 
campaign workers were at a Phoenix gun 
show in February, wearing guns and cam¬ 
ouflaged clothing, collecting money for 
Gritz under the auspices of the We The 
People Society, a Phoenix group. In Popu- 



David Duke during a trip to London in 1978. Gritz claimed Duke’s membership in the Populist 
Party was old news, adding he will not cooperate with any bigoted state Populist 
organization. Photo: AP/Wide World 
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THE POPULIST PARTY: A POLITICAL TROJAN HORSE 


Whatever its ideology may be today, the 
contemporary history of the Populist Party 
cannot be understood without knowing the 
political history of its founders, most notably 
Willis A. Carto. 

Carto’s documented political affiliations 
began in 1954, when he was a full-time sec¬ 
retary for an anti-Jewish group called Liberty 
and Property. The next year, Carto began 
soliciting support for the Joint Council for 
Repatriation, a back-to-Africa movement for 
blacks, which Carlo said he hoped would 
prevent what he described as “the inevitable 
‘niggerfication’ of America." 

In 1960, Carto met Nazi philosopher 
Francis Parker Yockey, author of Imperium , 
a postwar Mein Kampf. Yockey soon there¬ 
after hung himself while jailed in San Fran¬ 
cisco, but Carto organized Noontide Press 
to finally publish Yockey's book in 1962. In 
his introduction to Yockey's book, Carto dedi¬ 
cated it to “the hero of the Second World 
War," which in the context of the book clearly 
meant Adolf Hitler. 

According to William Turner, an ex-FBI 
agent who wrote Power of the Right , Carto 
was already predisposed to Nazi beliefs when 
he met Yockey, but the latter helped him 
form a more focused approach to future po¬ 
litical activities. It was then that Carto began 
to be more careful in compartmentalizing his 
more-overtly pro-Nazi projects from the many 
political front organizations he would later 
establish. 

He had formed the Liberty Lobby in 1958, 
which in the early 1960s was still considered 
just another conservative action group. Carlo 
traveled in Republican Party circles and vol¬ 
unteered for Barry Goldwater's campaign in 
1964. He broke with the Republican Party in 


1968, when he climbed aboard the George 
Wallace presidential bandwagon. 

Through the 1970s, the Liberty Lobby 
was emerging as a distinctly anti-Semitic, 
pro-Nazi group. By the 1980s, Carto and his 
Liberty Lobby newspaper The Spotlight were 
attacking both the Reagan and Bush admin¬ 
istrations as pawns of “international Jewry” 
who, in Carto’s words, “diligently avoid con¬ 
troversy in regard to Zionism, race, money 
and banking, and Trilateralism." 

In Carto’s mind, international Jewish 
bankers are enemies of Western civiliza¬ 
tion, bent on destroying white society through 
their alleged control of capitalist and com¬ 
munist political and economic systems. He 
blames them for both world wars, and for 
sending a “non-white" flood to destroy the 
United States. 

Carto went on to found the Institute for 
Historical Review, a revisionist propaganda 
organization that conducts “research" tend¬ 
ing to, cast doubt on the extent-or even the 
occurrence of the Holocaust. 

It was in The Spotlight that Carto’s fol¬ 
lowers in the Liberty Lobby began promot¬ 
ing the idea of resurrecting a Populist Party 
in 1983. The 10 December 1984 issue of 
The Spotlight even offered local Populist 
Party chapters a 50% commission on its 
annual $30 subscription price in order to 
expand the party, 

The first Populist Party convention drew 
about 600 people to Nashville, Tennessee, 
in August 1984. Each person paid $35 to 
register, which made him or her a voting 
delegate. No non-whites attended. Robert 
H. Weems Jr., a Ku Klux Klan leader in 
Mississipi, was elected as the party's first 
national chairman. 

— J. P. 



list Party brochures, 

Gritz wears his medal- 
covered uniform. But 
in a pamphlet of the 
America First Coali¬ 
tion, Gritz appears the 
more conventional 
politician, in a coat 
and tie. 

The America First 
Coalition is an amal¬ 
gam of seven politi¬ 
cal parties, an attempt 
to increase the Popu¬ 
list Party currency un¬ 
der a host of names. 

The Populist Party it¬ 
self will be on the bal¬ 
lot in only about 12 
states, Gritz said. But 
be is on the ballot in 
other states under the 
auspices of such var¬ 
ied groups as the In¬ 
dependent Voters Al¬ 
liance, the Alaskan Independence Party, 
the Constitutional Party and others. 

Gritz also has had curious connections 
to the religious right. He confirmed his 
appearance as an invited speaker at Rocky 


Mountain Bible 
retreats held by 
the Reverend 
Pete Peters, one 
of the most vo¬ 
cal proponents 
in the white- 
Christian iden¬ 
tity movement. 
This persuasion 
preaches that 
those of white 
European an¬ 
cestry are God’s 
“chosen 
people,” that 
Jews are “Satan 
spawn” and that 
non-whites are 
“pre-Adamic,” 
or “mud races.” 

Peters has 
also provided 
funding assis¬ 
tance for distri¬ 
bution of Gritz’s Called to Serve cam¬ 
paign biography, which has also been cir¬ 
culated with the help of the Christie Insti¬ 
tute and Prevailing Winds Research. Pe¬ 
ters has aired Gritz speeches on his con¬ 


John Stockwell, former CIA officer turned 
government critic, met Gritz at Freedom Call 
'90 in Las Vegas and came away “greatly 
unimpressed.” Photo: AP/Wide Wide World 


troversial Christian radio show. 

Gritz recently said he and Peters have 
parted ways, and that Peters urges his fol¬ 
lowers not to support Gritz because, ac¬ 
cording to Gritz: “I will not support the 
persecution of homosexuals ... I've had 
hundreds of letters saying, ‘Bo, how can 
you be so patriotic and not be willing to 
kill queers?' I don't support homosexual¬ 
ity. Fm a Christian. But I don't think they 
should be persecuted.” 

While at one of Peters' Bible retreats, 
Gritz said he also met with Colonel Jack 
Mohr. Mohr’s sympathies for the Klan 
and neo-Nazis are well documented. It 
was Mohr’s humiliation by Denver radio 
talk-show host Alan Berg that led to Berg’s 
assassination by The Order, or Bruder 
Schweigen , a violent offshoot of Aryan 
Nations, whose founders Richard Mathews 
and David Lane met at Peters’ church in 
La Porte, Colorado. 

Gritz has also spoken to less-provoca¬ 
tive groups, such as a convention of the 
Coalition for Tax and Money Reform in 
Denver in August 1991. According to a 
report of Gritz's speech published in The 
Denver Post , Gritz predicted the United 
States will have a cashless society by 1994, 
adding that by 1995, “we will have to 
kneel before the ‘new world order.’ ” 

Vowing that, if elected, he would gov¬ 
ern the United States “as a Christian na¬ 
tion,” Gritz said that “if I win this elec¬ 
tion, it's Armageddon time.” He contin¬ 
ued, according to the Post, “I believe our 
job is to identify and weed this garden 
until the King [Jesus] comes to claim it... 
what I do best is cause train wrecks.. And 
Fm going to cause a new-world-order de¬ 
railment.” 

Gritz’s reputation as a riveting speaker 
is well deserved; his ego is legendary and 
his charisma has led many well-intentioned 
people to follow him on all sorts of exotic 
and sometimes quixotic quests. From he¬ 
roic missions as a Special Forces com¬ 
mander of Vietnamese indigenous forces 
in the 1960s (when he became the Viet¬ 
nam War’s most-decorated Green Beret 
officer), to POW/MIA activism and even¬ 
tual entry into politics in the 1980s, Gritz 
has always been 101% self-confident, un¬ 
predictable, sometimes flamboyant — and 
messianic in his conviction that his is a 
divinely mandated leadership. 

Spiritual World Of Warriors 

“I’ve heard him talk about a spiritual 
world of warriors,” said James P. 
Monaghan, who served with Gritz in spe¬ 
cial operations in Vietnam. “He’s con¬ 
vinced he’s been ordained, reincarnated 
and sent back to Earth to form this mysti¬ 
cal warrior society.” 

Gritz retired from active duty with a 
reputation for enormous physical strength, 
unflinching courage and immense energy; 
he was “something of a wizard in small- 
unit, unconventional warfare tactics and 

Continued on page 74 
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L ieutenant Colonel Billy Diehl and three other F-16 pilots were rolling in on a “kill box” in Kuwait; 30 square 
miles of territory where no one but bad guys were dug in. It was early afternoon on 24 February 1991 — the 
ground war against Iraq was only a few hours old. 

Diehl, commander of the 17th Tactical Fighter Squadron from Shaw Air Force Base (AFB), South 
Carolina, was working with some “Fast FACs” — Forward Air Controllers from Hill AFB, Utah, who were 
also flying F-16s. 

Diehl’s flight of F-16C Fighting Falcons had just been cleared to roll in on some Iraqi tanks when one 
of the FACs (known as “Pointer-73”) asked Diehl if he had heard a transmission on “Guard,” an emergency UHF 
channel reserved for military units in trouble. Someone on the ground was talking to airborne command-and-control 
about needing air support. 

“By the tone of his voice, you could tell he needed help and needed it fast,” Diehl recalled. 

Diehl received orders to forget the Republican Guards armor and immediately head north. His flight was tapped 
to be the leading element of what would became a daylong Search And Rescue (SAR) effort involving 16 F-16s, and 
two MH-60 Blackhawks. 

Diehl recognized the initial coordinates passed along by Pointer-73 from the airborne command post. “One 
hundred sixty miles north of here is Baghdad,” Diehl told himself while punching coordinates into his computer, 
“We’re going to Baghdad.” 

A Vietnam veteran with 20 years of flying under his belt, Diehl at first thought the U.S. Air Force had an airplane 
down in the area. But as his four ships drew closer, they could hear the FAC talking to guys on the ground, a team 
of U.S. Army Special Forces (SF). As he made the half-hour, high-speed trip, Diehl couldn’t help but think. What 
the heck are they doing that far north ? 

Leading the second four-ship of F-16s, Captain Bill Andrew shouted, “Holy shit!” when he learned where they 
were headed. 

By the time Diehl’s flight reached the area where Chief Warrant Officer 2 Richard F. “Bulldog” Balwanz and his 
eight-man team of Green Berets were locked in heavy combat with at least a company of Iraqi soldiers, one of the 
FACs had visually identified the team’s position in a drainage ditch on the desert floor. (For the story of how 
Balwanz 1 s A-Team got into this situation, see “Bulldog Balwanz and His Eight-Man Army, ” May ’92). 

Needle In A Haystack 

The FACs had locked 
on the A-Team’s global 
positioning system, which 
can pinpoint a unit’s posi¬ 
tion to within 60 feet any¬ 
where in the world. But from 
10,000 feet up, the ditch 
looked like a scratch in 
the sand. 

“As we headed inbound, 
the FACs were trying to 
pinpoint the location of the 
Iraqis they wanted us to hit,” 

Colonel Robert B. Van Sice 
explained. Van Sice, deputy 
director of operations for 
the 363rd Tactical Fighter 
Wing, was flying the No. 3 
position on Diehl’s wing. 

Having learned the fine 
art of close-air-support fly¬ 
ing F-4D Phantoms in 1969 

out of Phu Cat, Vietnam, Van Sice explained how it was very difficult to see the features FACs pointed out on the 
ground. Unlike Southeast Asia, where there were rivers, trails and mountains, the ground in the Gulf region wasbarren 
and devoid of distinctive terrain. 

“The biggest fear in a rescue attempt like this is putting ordnance on the good guys, and killing your buddies on 
the ground,” Diehl noted; it took 10 minutes for Pointer-73 to show him exactly where the friendlies were situated 



MISSION 


F- 16 s Take Heat Off Green Berets 
Trapped In Iraq 

by Dale B. Cooper 
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From cockpit in 
F-16 Falcon, 
stranded SF A- 
Team's position 
looked like 
nothing more 
than a scratch in 
the sand. Pilots 
rely on FACs to 
pinpoint location 
of enemy and 
friendlies. 
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SHOT DOWN BEHIND ENEMY LINES 


/\lthough antiaircraft artillery fire over Iraq was the heaviest encountered by American pilots since Vietnam, the 363rd Tactical 
Fighter Wing lost only one pilot (a non-combat fatality) and three jets during the Gulf War air campaign. Captain Dale T. Cormier was 
killed while landing his F-16C on 15 February. 

__ Another pilot who lost his jet when its engine failed managed to get out before it crashed. Ironically, l),S. Army Special Forces were involved 
in the rescue of Capt. Scott Thomas. He and his wingman. First Lieutenant Eric Dodson, flew an armed reconnaissance mission over the 
Euphrates River, searching for and destroying bridges that Iraqis were using to rush reinforcements to the front in Kuwait. 

The engine in Thomas’ F-16C lost power while climbing 27,000 feet, some 30 miles from the river. “Bummer, dude,” Thomas radioed as 
his Falcon faltered behind enemy lines. 

Sliding under his buddy ? s crippled fighter-bomber, Dodson could see a trail of white smoke, but closer examination revealed the smoke was 
JP-4^jet fuel vaporizing behind the aircraft and creating a white cloud. “Okay, now you’ve got sparks and shit coming out of your engine,” 
observed Dodson, who contacted an airborne command post and asked for a Search And Rescue. He advised his friend that rescue choppers 
were heading their way. Although the fuel leak was small, the engine would not develop thrust; without thrust, Thomas couldn’t stay in the air 
much longer. 

The book says an F-16 trades about 5,000 feet of altitude for every seven miles traveled. With some 18,000 feet of altitude left, a tail wind 
and some thrust, Thomas figured it would be close, but he should be able to make the Saudi border. His optimism faded when sparks started 
shooting out the back of the engine as he and his wingman flew between two enemy encampments. 

Some 40 miles from the border, the engine began disintegrating and the cockpit filled with smoke. “Okay, I’m getting out,” Thomas radioed. 

In the time it took Thomas to reach for the ejection handle, he heard Dodson answer, “You’re on fire.” The next thing Thomas knew, he 
was swinging from a parachute and watching his disabled jet disappear in the clouds, miles away. 

Just before light faded, Dodson located his friend on the desert floor below and ordered him to “stay put.” 

Gathering up his survival gear, including an inflated rubber raft which he used as a makeshift hut,Thomas sought shelter from a vicious 
thunderstorm. About two hours after ejecting, he was picked up and returned to a forward base in Saudi Arabia. 

Captain Bill Andrews (who replaced Billy Diehl over Richard Balwanz’s A-Team in Iraq) wasn’t as lucky. 

Andrews was shot down over Iraq on 27 February and captured by the Iraqis. He broke his leg ejecting from his crippled F-16 after it was 
hit, probably by a heat-seeking missile. Andrews was shot down on the last day of the Gulf War while attacking Republican Guards units trying 
to escape from Kuwait along the infamous Highway 8 near Basra. 

“I was working the area about 30 minutes ahead of Bill,” Lieutenant Colonel Ed Rosenthal recalled, “but the weather was terrible — so bad, 
my flight had to go home with its bombs.” 

Andrews got tagged when he elected to descend through the clouds to see if he could identify' the target he’d been given by the airborne 
command post. No one saw him get hit, since his wingmen stayed above the cloud deck. “The ship blew apart, and 1 punched onl through the 
flames,” remembered Andrews, now an F-16 instructor at Arizona’s Luke Air Force Base. 

When Andrews failed to make radio contact with bis flight, they came down to see what had happened to their leader. That’s when the Iraqis 
opened up with surface-to-air missiles (SAMs). “Andrews called several SAM breaks to them using his handheld PRC-90 survival radio when 
he saw shoulder-fired stuff going their direction,” Colonel Robert Van Sicc added. 

Finally, the Iraqi army captured Andrews and knocked the radio out of his hand, but did not break it. 

Van Sice also reported that when an A-10 approached, trying to set up a SAR effort for Andrews, “Bill saw it, and also saw the Iraqis were 
going to start shooting some more SAMs at the Warthog — so he reached down, grabbed his radio, and hollered into it for the A-10 pilot to break, 
pop some flares, and get out of the area.” 

In Southwest Asia, SAR efforts were joint Air Force/Army missions, however the Army end of this effort ended in tragedy when a Blackhawk 
from the Aviation Brigade of the XVIII Airborne Corps was shot down while trying to rescue Andrews. 

Army Mjyor Rhonda L. Cornum (paratrooper, pilot, doctor and flight surgeon) was one of two people aboard the chopper who survived 
the crash, but Cornum broke both arms and was captured. 

Andrews managed to escape from his captors. “They were so inten t on packing up and leaving, I was able to slip away in the darkness and 
hide in a nearby bunker,” he said. “But I was recaptured the following day by some other enemy soldiers.” Andrews and Cornum were 
repatriated alongVith other Coalition POWs after the war. 

Andrews was awarded the Air Force Cross, but would gladly return it if it would bring back to life the men who died trying to savE him. 

^ D. B. C, 


on the battlefield far below. 

“It’s very difficult to convert ground 
references to airborne references," Van 
Sice noted. “That’s why we normally deal 
with Air Liaison Officers (ALOs), pilots 
assigned to ground units who act as forward 
observers. But A-Teams don’t take along 
ALOs.” The FAC kept referring to “the 
football,” a lopsided patch of light-colored 
terrain where the team was hunkered down. 
“But I have yet to know what he was talking 
about. I could not pick up anything that 
looked to me like a football,” Van Sice said. 

Lieutenant Colonel Edward P. 
Rosenthal, who flew the No. 2 position, 
was equally frustrated. “The football field 
looked more like a baseball diamond to 
me,” he recalled. Rosenthal flew F-llls in 
Thailand after the Vietnam War ended and 
was now the Central Air Force’s director of 
flying safety. He, too, was reluctant to drop 
his bombs until being sure where the team 
was located. 

“I could hear one of them talking about 


five Iraqi trucks loaded with troops coming 
off the road and heading for them,” Diehl 
said, “but I still didn’t 
know where the 
friendlies were.” Be¬ 
fore rolling in on the 
target, he switched on 
his gun camera, which 
recorded not only the 
video portion of the 
ensuing attack, but also 
the audio communica¬ 
tions from Sergeant 1st 
Class Robert Degroff 
of the trapped A-Team 
to Pointer-73 and Diehl’s flight. 

Pointer-73: “You ’ ve got a four-ship with 
CBU-87 [the improved version of cluster 
bombs] on those vehicles.” 

Degroff: “Roger, we certainly appreci¬ 
ate — over.” 

Pointer-73: “What I need you to do is 
give me directions where the bombs fall, if 
possible.” 


Degroff: “We’ll do the best we can. 
Obviously we have our heads down pretty 
low at this time.” 

Pointer-73 (to 
Diehl): “Stop the 
vehicles on that 
road.” 

“I’m in,” 
Diehl responded 
as he flipped his 
F-16 onto its back 
and dived at the 
trucks heading 
across the desert 
toward Degroff 
and his buddies. Screaming down at 480 
knots (540 mpb), Diehl put his CCIP (Con¬ 
stant Computing Impact Point) sight on the 
target, pickled (released) two cluster bombs 
and scored a direct hit on the trucks. 

Flying in the No. 4 position, Lt. Bryan 
Turner watched the cluster bombs hit. “I 
saw some guys running from the trucks, but 
once they [a pair of CBUs] hit in the field. 


"I'm in," responded 
Diehl, as he flipped his 
F-16 onto its back and 
dived at the trucks 
heading across the 
desert toward the 
trapped A-Team. 


46 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


SEPTEMBER 92 


Illustration by: Rob Wentz 







I didn’t see ‘em anymore.” 

When aCBUcanistcrbreaksopen, more 
than 200 tiny bomblets are scattered over a 
5,000-square-yard area. CBU-87s are awe¬ 
some weapons against trucks, light armor 
and personnel. It's no wonder CBUs were 
the weapons of choice among American 
pilots in the Gulf War. 

Weapon Of Choice 

“When CBUs explode, it’s spectacu¬ 
lar,” Turner said. “It looks like a bunch of 
sparklers on the Fourth of July. It goes off 
real fast, sparkles for two or three seconds, 
and then it's over with.” 

Degroff was still talking to the FAC 
about the need to “take out” the vehicles 
first, when Diehl interrupted their conver¬ 
sation and in a businesslike manner said, 
“Those vehicles should be down. What’s 
next?” 

When Degroff asked Pointer-73 if he 
could give Diehl a bomb-damage assess¬ 
ment, the flight leader politely replied this 
wouldn’t be necessary. “The trucks are 
gone,” Diehl radioed. (Later, recalling the 
incident as he watched gun-camera video¬ 
tape of the attack, Diehl said that it was the 
best pass of his career.) 

Pointer-73 (to Diehl): “Looks like there 
was some 37-millimeter over there [com¬ 
ing from a nearby town].” 

Diehl: “I saw some flashes, but no air 
bursts yet.” 

Degroff: “Pointer-73, this is Guard — 
over.” 

Pointer-73: “Go ahead. Guard.” 

Degroff: “Do you have any ammunition 
to box our position?” 

Pointer-73: “Negative.” 

Degroff: “Roger — then, from our po¬ 
sition, please drop cluster bombs for per¬ 
sonnel, approximately a platoon-sized el¬ 
ement 500 meters due north of our posi¬ 
tion.” 

Diehl (to Pointer-73): “Make sure he 
understands these are cluster bombs. This 
is danger close.” 

As they rolled in, one of Diehl’s 
wingmen reported the aircraft were being 
tracked by Iraqi antiaircraft radar. “Okay, 
let’s put some chaff out, but no flares,” the 
flight leader responded. 

Pointer-73 dropped a bomb 300 meters 
from the target to mark the enemy troop 
concentration for the F-16s, and told Lt. 
Turner to put a pair of cluster bombs about 
200 meters to the north of a football-shaped 
patch of ground where the A-Team was 
fighting for its life. 

Turner: “Roger — I’ll be rolling in from 
the west.” 

Degroff: “Good Hit!” 

Pointer-73: “Roger — keep your head 
down, we’ve got more.” 

Although Pointer-73 knew where the 
A-Team was pinned down and was able to 
point out their position to Diehl, the flight 
leader still had a hard time relaying that 
information to his wingmen. “Initially my 
Number-two man, Rosenthal, couldn’t 
pick up the team’s position, but Number- 


four, Turner, could see the 
target and I cleared him in 
ahead of Rosenthal,” Diehl 
recalled. 

“It was frustrating trying 
to locate their position,” said 
Rosenthal, whoflew 20 com¬ 
bat missions during the Gulf 
War. As a former instructor 
at Florida’s Patrick AFB 
who taught close air sup¬ 
port, Rosenthal knew how 
hard it is to “talk a 
person’s eyes onto a 
target.” 

Since Diehl didn’t have 
similar training, it was ap¬ 
parent to Rosenthal that 
Diehl would not be able to 
talk his eyes onto the target. 

Unlike Turner, who saw Diehl’s bombs hit, 
Rosenthal couldn’t see them from where he 
was holding high, at 20,000 feet. 

“Unless you’re looking right at CBUs 
when they start going off, there’s nothing 
there. No big cloud of dust, nothing. So that 
put me at a big disadvantage,” Rosenthal 
explained. Even after Diehl’s second pass, 
Rosenthal was still unsure where the 
friendlies were located. But Turner salvoed 
two canisters of CBU-87s into the Iraqis. 

On the ground, Degroff shouted, “Right 
on target! Right on target!” 

Flying about 3,000 feet below Rosenthal, 
Van Sice experienced the same problem 
identifying the target. He also had all his 
ordnance hanging on the racks, but eventu¬ 
ally, both Rosenthal and Van Sice made 
their drops. Antiaircraft fire from the town 
of Quasam al Hamash, about five miles 
down the road, convinced Diehl to keep his 
flight above the antiaircraft artillery. “Fly¬ 
ing around for any period of time below 
10,000 feet would have been dangerous,” 
he said. 

Although the F-16s were out of range of 
Iraqi gunners in a nearby town, the enemy 
filled the sky with 37mm and 57mm air- 


bursts every time Diehl 
and his wingmen rolled 
over the town and dived 
toward the target. 

No Sweat 

After taking out a 
platoon of enemy sol¬ 
diers trying to outflank 
the Green Berets, Diehl 
learned that other Iraqis 
had managed to slip into 
the lower end of the ditch 
which led to the A- 
Team. “We’re taking 
fire from these guys,” 
Degroff radioed, “Can 
you take ‘em out?” 

No sweat — a pair of 
cluster bombs took care 
of the problem. After the air strike, no one 
saw any Iraqi survivors crawl from that 
ditch. 

By now the sun was setting, casting long 
shadows across the battlefield, making it 
more difficult with each passing minute to 
identify friend from foe. It took a team 
effort — four sets of eyes — to pick out the 
targets and destroy them without hitting the 
SF team. 

When Rosenthal was finally cleared in 
to the target, Diehl followed him “down the 
chute” to make sure he was lined up prop¬ 
erly and not pointing at the friendlies. 
Rosenthal’s heart pounded as he came off 
the target, and he could tell from the tone of 
Diehl’s voice that there was concern. “My 
God,” Diehl said, “that was awful close.” 

It seemed like an etem ity before Degroff 
came back on the radio, and shouted, “On 
Target ... On Target!” Despite the jubila¬ 
tion on the ground, Diehl cautioned Van 
Sice not to drop his ordnance any closer. 
Van Sice shared Diehl’s concern about 
cluster bombs. 

CBUs are not laser-guided smart bombs 


Continued on page 64 



Left: Lt Col. Billy 
Diehl was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying 
Cross for helping save 
an SF A-Team trapped 
deep in Iraqi territory. 
Right: 

Lt. Col. Edward 
“Rosy” Rosenthal 
stands next to CBU-87 
cluster bomb — an 
awesome weapon 
against trucks, light 
armor and personnel. 
Photos: courtesy author 
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n 16 February 1991, the bloody hand of 
international Marxism struck at my fam¬ 
ily. On that date Colonel Enrique 
Bermudez Varela, my father, was assas¬ 
sinated in the parking lot of the Inter¬ 
continental Hotel in Managua. 

Preliminary reports were contradictory. Each report 
said my father was hit with one bullet. One report said 
the bullet’s trajectory - right to left; the other said 
left to right. My mother given those reports when 
she went to Nicaragua to bring my father’s body to 
Miami for burial. 

I believe the Sandinistas thought my father would 
be buried in Nicaragua and that would be the end of it. 
A non-doctor employee at the funeral home in Miami 
gave an entirely different version of the murder bullet’s 
trajectory, confusing the issue even more. 

Within days of the murder Sandinista police an¬ 
nounced with much fanfare the arrest of a person they 
termed the prime suspect. But they had to release the 
man later when the iml -1 m learned that the ,‘i pncl, a 
former Sandinista soldier was missing an arm and had 
only one functional finger on 1* remaining hand. 

A commission was formed to investigate my father’s 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ENTRY 


EXCERPTS FROM AN AUTOPSY 


NAME: 

Bermudez Varela, Enrique, 14 October 1991, 10:30 a.m.. Case No. 91-2706 

IDENTIFICATION: 

The body was identified by Dr. Manuel A. Alzugaray, personal friend, when the casket 
was opened prior to the autopsy. 

EXHUMATION: 

The remains are disinterred at Woodlawn South Cemetery commenc¬ 
ing about 7:45 a.m. Present were FBI agents Larry Neaves and Jerry 
Forrester, plus cemetery and funeral home officials. The concrete vault 
was removed, transported to the cemetery repair facilities and opened. 

Within was the casket covered with a Nicaraguan flag, a military officer’s 
cap, a photograph of a child with an adult female, and a Florida driver’s 
license, “Enrique Alfredo Bermudez, 2/26/67” .„ 

In the right hand is a rosary. On the neck is a metal chain attached to an 
ornament created from a rifle full-metal-jacket cartridge whose case was 
flattened and cut in a design along the edges. On the flattened brass 
cartridge were the numbers “380” and the letters “FDN.” A silver-colored 
medallion pin is on the left lapel with pyramid-and-sun designs and “Republic de Nicaragua.” 
The left breast pocket is covered with a cloth patch in the form of a shield of burgundy color, 
green trim and a green central outline of the geographic shape of Nicaragua, its flag, and 
“C.R. San Jacinto FDN.” At the upper edge of the shield is a baseball motif pin: “Dodgers, Cy 
Young Award, Drysdale, Koufax, Marshall, Valenzuela.” 

EVIDENCE OF INJURY: 

Three injuries are apparent, two perforating gunshot wounds plus a scalp contusion. The 
gunshot wounds are most distinct in their bone pathways and less distinct in the soft tissue, 
which is extremely hardened by embalming ... The sequential designation of the wounds as 
“A” and “B” does not indicate an opinion as to the sequence of shots 

... Both gunshot wounds appear to have been fired in quick succession from the right 
toward the left, the directionality evidence for gunshot wound “A” being quite clear due to the 
bone-defect configuration. Directionality of gunshot wound “B" is less clear and is consid¬ 
ered most likely right to left by association with wound “A,” Each would create instantaneous 
collapse and rapid death due to brain and spinal cord sequelae ... 

COMMENT: 

... According to Dr. Saenz, the original autopsy was performed by a general surgeon. It 
would appear that the prior autopsy surgeon commingled the two gunshot wounds into one, 
the skin defects of wound “B" being integrated with the internal head defects of wound “A." 
It is easy to appreciate this, inasmuch as the skin holes were small and obscured by hair 
except for the portion of wound “B” involving the right ear lobe and its counterpart on the 
opposite side. 

It would be most logical that the assassin fired two shots in rapid succession, the victim 
immediately collapsed and the scalp contusion of the left rear resulted from the collapse ... 



EXIT 



Autopsy report 
showed two bullets 
fired at very close 
range, which made 
no sound, no flash 
and left no powder 
burns. 


ABOVE: 

SOF’s exclusive 
report on this 
silent killer may 
explain some of 
mystery 
surrounding the 
murder of 
Enrique 
Bermudez — 
small over/under 
double-barreled 
derringer, 
chambered for 
combloc 
7.62x62.8mm 
low-signature 
cartridge. 

Photo: Peter G. 
Kokalis 


assassination and my mother was permit¬ 
ted to choose some of its members, but 
the government severely limited the 
commission's power by refusing to give it 
subpoena powers. The commission's role 
was further hampered by a government 
directive prohibiting any actual investi¬ 
gating by the commission. The commis¬ 
sion was just supposed to rubber-stamp 
the Sandinista police findings. 

Many long months passed as my 
mother pushed Violeta Chamorro’s gov¬ 
ernment to bring the killers to justice. The 
Chamorro government publicly accepted 
the FBI’s offered help in the investiga¬ 
tion, but then never formally arranged for 
the assistance. It was apparent that the 
Sandinistas would not permit President 
Chamorro to uncover the truth. 

If the truth were to surface, there would 
be a confrontation that neither the 
Sandinistas nor Chamorro want — 
Chamorro would be forced to ask General 
Humberto Ortega to resign [from his po¬ 
sition as head of Nicaragua’s army]. If 
this were to happen, Ortega would kick 
her out in the wink of an eye. What has up 
to now been a technical coup, with the 


Sandinistas 99% in control, will become a 
full-blown coup d’etat with the president 
killed, imprisoned or exiled. President 
Chamorro prefers to remain a figurehead. 

The first break in the case came in 
early September 1991, when my mother 


maneuvered the Sandinistas into an agree¬ 
ment to exhume my father’s body and 
have independent forensics experts con¬ 
duct an examination. 

After all their stall tactics were ex¬ 
hausted the Sandinistas sent a forensics 
expert to Miami in October 1991. The 
Sandinista doctor was joined by two FBI 
forensics experts; the exhumation was con¬ 
ducted by Dr. Joseph Davis, medical ex¬ 
aminer for Dade County. 

Another week passed before my mother 
received a copy of the medical examiner’s 
report. There was a lot of very technical 
language that meant little to me, but one 
startling revelation was that there were 
two bullet holes found in my father’s skull, 
not one. 

Witnesses to the assassination had 

Continued on page 70 


NICARAGUAN PATRIOT 


Bom in 1933, Enrique Bermudez rose from humble origins to move up through the military ranks 
in Nicaragua in the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s. He graduated from various military courses, including the 
U.S. Army Command and General Staff School, the School of the Americas and a military engineer¬ 
ing school in Brazil. 

At the time the Somoza regime fell in 1977, Bermudez was the Nicaraguan military attach^ in 
Washington, D.C. 

In 1979 he sold his Washington house and used the money to found the Nicaraguan resistance 
movement that came to be known as the contras. Bermudez rented a Miami house for his wife and 
children and went off to war against the Sandinistas for the next 11 years. 

His strong personality kept the contras together; Bermudez fought for his homeland both in 
Nicaragua and in the United States, where he lobbied for aid. Eventually his contras became the 
largest guerrilla army in Latin American history, with the exception of the Mexican revolutionaries. 

In 1990, after the people of Nicaragua had voted the Sandinistas out of office, Bermudez returned 
to Nicaragua. There he found former Sandinistas still in control of much of Nicaragua, and thousands 
of ex-contras and their supporters dissatisfied with the Chamorro government. Dissatisfied resistance 
leaders asked Bermudez to guide them, but after numerous death threats he was forced to flee 
Nicaragua. 

In January 1991 he returned, knowing the danger but, as usual, putting his country ahead of his 
own safety. 

He was murdered on a Saturday night, 16 February 1991, at the age of 58. At this writing, his 
assassins are still at large. — SOF Staff 
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RUGER’S NEW 

Pop Gun in mmjij 
Body of Big Bore Boomer 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 



side of the receiver tube at its rear to 
permit cocking ears in the bolt to be 
grasped more securely. Finally, a bolt hold- 
open device with a release button above 
the left grip panel was added. 

The pistol’s basic configuration 
remained as before — that of the German 
Luger (9mm Parabellum Pistole 08). The 
grip angle of both pistols was 35 degrees. 
This is the angle the front-leading edge of 
the grip frame makes with an imaginary 
line drawn perpendicular and downward 
from the bore’s axis. The Ruger pistol has 
retained this form for more than 40 years 
in far more than a million copies. 

This has never really satisfied 
competition shooters who prefer a grip 
angle similar to that of the M1911A1 .45 
ACP pistol. Since the demise of High 
Standard, no high-quality, target-grade .22- 
rimfire pistol has been available that 
duplicates the M1911Al’s grip angle. 

Ruger’s recently introduced 22/45 
Pistol provides shooters with both the 


L iterally billions of .22 LR (Long 
Rifle) rimfire cartridges per year 
are sent downrange by target 
shooters, hunters and plinkers 
(Warning: Be advised that the wizards in 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & 
Firearms avrary have determined this latter 
activity serves no “legitimate sporting 
purpose.”). A substantial number are fired 
through Ruger handguns and rifles. 

Caliber .22 rimfire cartridges had their 
origin with the Flobert BB Cap, developed 
in 1845. The .22 Long Rifle (LR) cartridge 
was introduced by the J. Stevens Arms & 
Tool Company in 1887. 

In August 1949, William B. Ruger and 
Alexander M. Sturm introduced the .22 
Ruger pistol, their first product. Its price 
then was $37.50. The method of operation 
was unlocked blowback, with the barrel 
fixed to a tubular receiver in which the 
bolt reciprocated. 

Thirty years after this, in 1979, the 


uger’s 

new 22/45 pistol is the progeny of 
a popular and successful series of 
.22 LR Rimfire handguns, of 
which more than 1 million have 
been made. 

1-millionth Ruger Standard Automatic 
Pistol was manufactured. 

In 1982, the so-called Mark I — by 
this time produced in either blued or 
stainless steel versions with 4 3/4-inch or 
6-inch tapered barrels, or a 5-inch bull 
barrel — was re-designed. 

The new Mark II pistol had a new 
trigger pivot retainer and a reformed 
trigger. With the safety engaged and the 
sear locked, it was now possible to 
manually operate the bolt to clear the 
chamber. The magazine was redesigned 
to increase its capacity from nine to a total 
of 10 rounds. Scallops were milled in each 
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M1911Al’s 17-degree grip angle and its 
left-side controls, as well as a frame 
fabricated from a space-age synthetic 
material. 

The Ruger 22/45 pistol's grip frame is 
made of matte-black, glass-filled, 
injection-molded Zytel nylon. Zytel is 
unaffected by salt water, sweat, oils or 
bore-cleaning solvents. It will not crack, 
chip or peel, and never needs refinishing. 
Depending upon the model, the Zytel frame 
reduces weight by 7 to 8 ounces (17% to 
23%) compared to standard Ruger Mark 
II pistols. The frame’s center panels are 
ribbed and carry the Ruger logo. The front 
of the trigger guard is re-curved to comply 
with the current fetish for a completely 
useless feature. Shooters firing from the 
correct Weaver position will just ignore 
the front of the trigger guard. 


The magazine catch/release has been 
moved from the heel of the frame, where 
it is found on the standard Ruger .22 pistols 
in the European manner, to the left side of 
the frame directly in back of the trigger, 
where it is located in the M1911A1 series. 

The manual thumb safety is also located 
in the left side of the frame, in the same 
location as that of the M1911Al’s thumb 
safety and where it also is in the Ruger 
Mark II series: Push down for Firing. In 
the safe position, the mechanism blocks 
the sear and prevents it from pivoting 
forward to release the hammer when the 
trigger is pulled. As the safety button barely 
protrudes above the Zytel frame, it is 
somewhat difficult to re-engage. 

The bolt's hold-open release button will 
be found the left side in approximately the 
same place as the M1911Ars slide-stop 
lever. The hold-open is activated after the 
last shot has been fired, when a steel button 
protruding from the left side of the 
magazine (and also used for manually 
lowering the magazine follower when 
loading the magazine) pivots a sheet-metal 
lever in the frame upward to hold the bolt 
to the rear. This lever is spring-loaded on 


Mark II pistols and, after inserting a loaded 
magazine, it will drop downward when 
the bolt is pulled slightly rearward, 
permitting the bolt to travel forward after 
it is released to strip a round from the 
magazine and chamber it. 

With the 22/45, the hold-open release 
button must be manually pressed 
downward to release the bolt, strip and 
chamber a round after a new magazine 
has been inserted with the bolt held to 
the rear. 

Ruger 22/45 receivers are made from 
heavy-walled, seamless 400-series 
stainless-steel tubing that has been 
machine-finished. The stress-relieved 
barrel forgings are also made of heat- 
treated, 400-series stainless steel. All 
Ruger .22 LR semiauto-pistol barrels have 
six-groove riflings with a right-hand twist 


LVJriginal 
Ruger .22 LR semiauto pistols 
featured configuration and grip 
angle (35 degrees) of the German 
Luger. New 22/45 pistol takes the 
grip angle (17 degrees) of the 
M1911A1.45 ACP pistol. 


of one turn in 16 inches. The finish is a 
natural brushed satin. 

The bolt is made of polished, black 
oxide-finished, chrome-moly steel. Ruger 
22/45 bolts have the Ruger logo stamped 
onto their rear faces. The fixed ejector, a 
stainless steel stamping, is permanently 
attached to the receiver. 

The two-piece extractor is spring- 
loaded. Also spring-loaded, the firing pin’s 
protrusion is restricted by a cross-pin that 
passes through the bolt body. The recoil 
spring, held captive in its guide rod, rides 
on top of the bolt body. 

All triggers for Ruger .22 LR semiauto 
pistols are serrated and made of aluminum. 
Trigger pull weight on our test specimen 
was a crisp 3Va pounds with no perceptible 


overtravel. Of three Mark II pistols in my 
possession, two have identical pull weights 
to the 22/45 pistol we tested and one, a 
“U.S.” target bull-barrel model, has a 3Vz- 
pound pull weight. 

Trigger Talk 

That’s good enough for me, but those 
striving for trigger perfection usually opt 
for Jim Clark’s 3/8-inch-wide serrated- 
steel Ruger trigger, which is longer and 
has precision-drilled and reamed pinholes. 
Clark’s trigger costs only $15 and can be 
obtained from Brownell’s Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
Route 2, Box 1, Montezuma, IA 50171- 
9989; phone: 515-623-5401). 

There are three different models of the 
22/45 pistol; these differ only with regard 
to barrels and rear sights. The KP-4 model 
is equipped with a 4 3/4-inch tapered barrel 
and fixed rear sight. Soldier 
Of Fortune was provided with 
a KP-514 model for test and 
evaluation. It has a 5Vi-inch 
tapered heavyweight barrel 
and a click-adjustable rear 
sight. The KP-512 model is 
equipped with the same rear 
sight, but has a 5 ! /2-inch 
barrel. 

Our test specimen has a 
black-oxide, blade-type front 
sight — 0.125-inch thick and 
roll-pinned to the barrel. The 
black-oxide, open square- 
notch (also 0.125-inch wide) 
rear sight can be adjusted for 
both windage and elevation. 

Each click of either the 
windage or elevation screws 
will move the point of impact 
of the bullet approximately 31 
4-inch at a range of 25 yards. 
No adjustment of the sight was required, 
as Ruger .22 LR semiauto pistols are 
factory-zeroed by means of a unique, and 
quite accurate, laser system. 

Overall length of these pistols varies 
from 8 13/16 inches to 9 9/16 inches. 
Width at the grip-frame area is about 1.1 
inches, just slightly less than that of the 
M1911A1 (approximately 1.26 inches). 
The weight, empty, varies from 29 ounces 
for the KP-4 model to 36 ounces for the 
heavier, bull-barreled KP-512. Our KP- 
514 test specimen weighs 32 ounces. 
Height is about 5.5 inches for each model. 

Although the single-column, detachable 
box-type magazine retains the 10-round 
capacity of the Mark II magazines, the 
magazine body’s angle with relation to 
the floorplate had to be changed to 
accommodate the change in grip angle, 
while maintaining the same feed angle 
with regard to the receiver body. Ruger 
22/45 and Mark II magazines are therefore 
not interchangeable. The Ruger 22/45 
magazine falls freely away from the pistol 
when the magazine catch/release button is 
depressed. 

All three models of the 22/45 pistol 
are priced to compare with similar models 
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_Janual safety, 

magazine catch/release and bolt 
hold-open release controls on the 
Ruger 22/45 approximate the 
location of those on the M1911A1. 


components from the magazine body, 
along with the follower. 

No further disassembly is required for 
normal maintenance and cleaning. After 
cleaning and lubrication, the magazine and 
bolt assembly can easily be reassembled 
in the reverse manner. Before attempting 
to reassemble the pistol itself, pray for 


of stainless-steel Mark II pistols. Suggested 
retail prices include a lockable, fitted gray- 
plastic box; a lock with keys; two 
magazines and an instruction manual. 
Suggested retail price of the KP-4 with 
fixed sights is $329.25. Both of the 
adjustable rear-sight models — the KP- 
514 with 5*/4-inch heavy tapered barrel, 
and the KP-512 with SVi-inch bull barrel 
cost $388 each. Contact Sturm, Ruger & 
Company Inc. (Dept. SOF, 

200 Ruger Road, Prescott, 

AZ 86301; phone: 602- 
778-6555) for further 
information, or for ordering 
parts and/or servicing. 

If you don't follow the 
instructions explicitly — and 
a few hints are not found in 
the manual — reassembly of 
any Ruger .22 LR semiauto 
pistol can prove to be a 
nightmare. Let’s cut through 
the manual’s chaff, focus on 
the essentials and add a few 
tips from our own 
experience. 

First, remove the 
magazine and clear the pistol 
while visually inspecting the 
chamber. The safety must be 
placed in the “off’ (“F”) 
position. Point the pistol in a 
safe direction and pull the 
trigger. The hammer must be 
uncocked before proceeding any further. 

Use a plastic-coated paper clip or a 
similar non-marring tool to swing the 
housing latch on the back strap open, like 
the blade of a pocketknife. Swing the entire 
housing outward on its pivot and pull 
downward, removing the mainspring 
housing and bolt stop pin. Pull the bolt 
assembly out of the rear of the receiver. 
Push the barreled receiver forward and 
separate it from the frame. This latter step 
is easier to perform with the 22/45 than 
the Mark II pistols, which sometimes 
require a smart blow with a plastic or 
leather mallet to either separate and/or re¬ 
install their barreled receivers onto their 
frame. 


The mainspring and guide rod can be 
lifted off the top of the bolt body. To 
remove the firing pin assembly, drift out 
the cross-pin (the firing pin stop). The 
magazine should be disassembled by 
inserting a drift in the hole in the floorplate 
and depressing the magazine-block 
retaining plunger. Then slide the floorplate 
forward. Keep the plunger and follower- 
spring under control. Withdraw these 


divine guidance and then proceed as 
follows: 

With the safety still on “F,” place the 
hammer in the horizontal (cocked) 
position. Place the barreled receiver on 
top of the frame and slide it rearward until 
the steel lug on front of the frame is 
engaged in the recess on the receiver’s 
underside. The rear end of the receiver 
will slightly protrude past the frame. 


Point the muzzle up and pull the trigger 
to make sure the hammer is still cocked. 
Slide the bolt group into the receiver. 

Point the muzzle down and pull the 
trigger. Gravity will cause the hammer to 
fall to its uncocked position. Insert the 
bolt stop pin through the holes in the 
receiver and bolt until the tip of the pin 
protrudes beyond the top of the receiver. 
The bolt stop pin must be fully seated, or 
you will not be able to swing the 
mainspring housing into the frame. 

Rotate the mainspring housing on its 
pivot pin upward against the frame to drive 
the bolt stop pin fully home. Make sure 
the hammer strut is free to move and swing 
the mainspring housing back down into 
the frame. Close the housing latch. 

Test reassembly by drawing the bolt to 
the rear. If the bolt cannot be drawn fully 
rearward, then the hammer strut is 
misaligned and you must remove the 
mainspring housing and make sure the 
strut is positioned correctly to seat in its 
recess in the housing. 

None of this is either as simple as field- 


|lick-type rear 
sight on KP-514 and KP-512 
models of Ruger 22/45 provides a 
0.125-inch-wide open square-notch 
that can be adjusted for both 
windage and elevation zero. 
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RUGER 22/45 SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber: .. -22 LR (Long Rifle) Rimfire. 

Operation; ..... Unlocked blowback. Bolt reciprocates in a receiver tube, to 


which is attached the fixed barrel. Manual safety, bolt hold- 
open release and magazine catch/release located on the 
left side of the frame in the M1911A1 manner. 


Feed: ..... 10-round, detachable, single-column, box-type magazine. 

Weight empty:... KP-4: 29 ounces; KP-514: 32 ounces; KP-512: 36 ounces. 

Length, overall: .. KP-4: 8 13/16 inches; KP-514: 9 5/16 inches, KP-512: 

9 9/16 inches. 

Thickness: .... 1.1 inches (grip frame area). 

Height: ... .......... Approximately 5 1/2 inches. 

Barrel: ..... 6-groove, with a right-hand twist of one turn in 16 inches. 

Barrel length: .. KP-4: 4 3/4 Inches, tapered; KP-514: 5 /14: inches, 

tapered heavyweight: KP-512: 5 1/2 inches, bull barrel. 

Sights: ...... Black-oxide, blade-type front, 0.125 thick; rear sight eight 


fixed (KP-4 only) or black-oxide, open square-notched type, 
adjustable for both windage and elevation zero. 

Brushed satin stainless-steel barrel and receiver; matte- 
black, glass-reinforced Zytel frame. 

KP-4: $329.25; KP-514 and KP-512: $388 — prices 
include a lockable, fitted gray-plastic box; lock with keys; 
two magazines and an instruction manual. 


Manufacturer: .... Sturm, Huger & Company Inc., Dept. SOF, 200 Ruger 

Road, Prescott, AZ 86301; phone: 602-778-6555. 

T&E summary: ... Progeny of a successful series; reliable; provides grip angle 

and controls of the Ml 911A1 in an economical 
.22 LR Rimfire envelope; stainless steel and Zytel 
construction exhibit exceptional durability. Highly 
recommended. 


Finish:. 

Suggested retail price 
& accessories: ... 


10-round groups of between 1 1/2 and 2 
inches. Remington and Eley match-grade 
ammunition, not unexpectedly, performed 
best. If you want to improve on this, you’ll 
have to change barrels for a heavy match 
type with a slightly faster l:14-inch twist, 
tight chamber and 12-degree forcing cone. 
However, for most of us — intent only on 
watching beer cans spin into the air— the 
Ruger 22/45 as issued will more than do, 
as its accuracy potential exceeds our ability 
to hold the weapon steady. 

Reliability was excellent and there were 
no stoppages of any kind. I wouldn’t expect 
anything less from a series of which more 
than a million have been made. Without 
exception, all of SOF’s test personnel 
preferred the 22/45’s 17-degree grip angle 
over that of the Mark II series. 

I concur. I don’t make my living 
pointing German Lugers at either people 
or paper. Armed professionals, who carry 
and practice with some version or another 
of the M1911A1 series on a daily basis, 
will find the new Ruger 22/45 pistol to be 
a more than satisfactory complement to 




_ |uger 22/45 

(left) and Mark II (right) 
magazines are not interchangeable, 
as the new 22/45 magazine body’s 
angle with relation to the floorplate 
had to be changed to accomodate 
the change in grip angle, while 
maintaining the same feed angle 
with regard to the receiver body. 


stripping a Walther PPK or as complicated 
as disassembling a 20mm M39 revolver 
cannon. In general, the 22/45 seems to be 
somewhat easier to disassemble and 
reassemble than the steel-framed Mark II 
pistols. 

A large assortment of .22 LR rimfire 
ammunition totaling close to 1,000 rounds 
was fired during SOF 's test and evaluation 
of the Ruger 22/45. Included were CCI 
Stinger, Eley Tenex and Match (Black 


Box), Federal Hi-Power 22s and American 
Eagle 22s, Remington Pistol Match, High 
Velocity and Hyper Velocity Vipers, South 
African Swartklip, Winchester Super-X 
and Winchester Western T22. 

As both the rear and front sights are 
mounted on non-reciprocating components 
— the receiver and barrel, respectively — 
the Ruger 22/45 pistol’s accuracy potential 
is quite high. When fired from a rest at 25 
yards, all of the ammunition tested punched 


their battery. 

Bill Ruger’s uncanny ability to predict 
what U.S. gun owners want and need, and 
his superstar batting average at successfully 
doing so, continues to astound everyone 
in the firearms industry. 

Although we have occasionally 
disagreed on matters of tactics with regard 
to the Second Amendment, I remain proud 
to count him among my friends. Ruger’s 
new 22/45 pistol appears destined for 
success, and rightfully so.^ 
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Text S’ Photos by Rob Krott 


W e were supposed to be in a guer¬ 
rilla camp in the hot, steamy 
jungles of Laos. Instead on this 
chilly April night we were click- 
clacking our way in a train through newly 
independent Slovenia, heading for Zagreb, 
capital of Slovenia’s southern neighbor 
Croatia. 

My companion was Richard 
Vialpando, whom I had met by the Sa¬ 
hara Hotel pool in Las Vegas during the 
1991 Soldier Of Fortune Convention. A 
former officer with 5th Special Forces 
Group in Vietnam, he had also spent some 
time near my old haunts in Central 
America. It seemed we both liked “hot 
spots.” 

At first we decided we ought to do 
something for the H’mong, After orga¬ 
nizing a medical training team of six ex¬ 
perienced combat medics, two former 
Special Forces officers now practicing as 
MDs, and a five-man team of trigger- 
pullers for security, we got what amounted 
to a cold shoulder from our “contact.” I 
had asked “Pando” as a result, “How about 
Croatia?” 

What followed was a frenzy of gear 
packing, map reconning and language 
study. We worked up a quick area study 
from recent news items and some declas¬ 
sified materials. 

We were both used to military ops in 
Central American countries where the 
troops fight over your old worn-out boot 
socks; where giving away your extra fa¬ 
tigues and jungle boots would make you 
friends for life. But this was an industri¬ 
alized nation, albeit a new one, which 
even under Tito’s rule had been prosper¬ 
ous compared to places like El Salvador. 
Not knowing what was seriously needed 
by the International Brigade or the 
Croatian forces, we took things you never 
seem to have enough of: medical sup¬ 
plies and weapon-cleaning kits. 

Just Ask Any Soldier 

So, here we were. We dismounted the 
train in Zagreb around 2000 hours on a 
Saturday. I ran into a Croat soldier who 
was stewed to the gills. Besides that, it 
seemed he paid little attention to per¬ 
sonal hygiene ... you could’ve cultivated 
mushrooms in the fuzzy green-black tar¬ 
tar of his teeth. And he wasn’t very help¬ 
ful with directions to the International 
Brigade HQ, either. 

A note from SOF Editor/Publisher 
Bob Brown in the April ’92 “Flak” col¬ 
umn had read, " ... go to Zagreb and ask 
the first soldier you see where the Inter¬ 
national Brigade reception center is lo¬ 
cated ” Yeah, right. This was to become 
the oft-repeated joke/motivation-check 
during our stay in Croatia. 

After conversing with some difficulty 
to various taxi drivers, we found a couple 
who knew where we wanted to go, then 
we stopped at a government building 
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which we later found to be the right place 
(headquarters for the International Bri¬ 
gade is at Operativna Zona Zagreb, Ulica 
292, Kagarna 1). Of course, this being 
Saturday night, there was no one around. 

Following a brief stay at a base outside 
of town while a couple of staff-types called 
around, we got a ride back into Zagreb to 
a military base. We were told that a guy 
from Chicago would see us in the morn¬ 
ing, and they put us up for the night. The 
base had the last sit-down toilet we would 
see for two weeks. 

In the morning, we humped our gear 
two blocks down the street to the same 
building our taxi had stopped at the night 
before. After cooling our heels in the ves¬ 
tibule for an hour, a staff-type showed up 
and ushered us upstairs. Even though this 
is the capital and far from the front, ev¬ 
eryone carries a pistol. They’re almost as 
common as the ubiquitous red-and-white 
checkered enamel badge of Free Croatia. 
We had neither, and therefore felt inad¬ 
equate. Upstairs, we sat on two chairs in 
the hallway conversing in English and 
occasionally Spanish. 

A character in a mismatched uniform 
with foreign dog tags and several cruci¬ 
fixes dangling walked up to us. He was an 
ex-Hungarian soldier in his early 20s 
named Szalay Attila. It was all Pando and 
I could do to keep from falling on the 
floor with laughter. The first expatriate 
soldier we meet in Croatia is Attila the 
Hungarian, 

Attila proved to 
be a wealth of infor¬ 
mation on the state 
of the Croatian army 
and the International 
Brigade. As he told 
us, “Croat soldier 
[is] shit. Drunk. 

Drink cognac, drink 
rakija [Croatian 
brandy], drink beer. 

Dirty. Don’t wash. 

Always with AK ... 


Buuuurrrrp! Stupid.” He then described 
the proper method of a three-round burst. 
This guy knew how to handle a weapon 
anyway, but he wasn’t staying. “I need 
money. Buy benzine for my Trabi. Go 
home. Hungary. Matakovic good officer 
— he pay.” 

Eventually an English-speaking officer 
came by and we were shuttled over to 
Ministartvo Obrane , the Croatian defense 
ministry, to see a General Russo. Every¬ 
body in town had effectively passed the 
buck (us) up the chain of command. We 
waited an impatient hour, then got a taxi 
back to the operations building. 

Attila the Hungarian was outside wait¬ 
ing for Matakovic with an anemic-look¬ 
ing, chain-smoking teenager wearing a 
skinhead haircut. An Irish Ranger, he said. 

“Kevin” introduced himself and in a 
strong brogue said, “Me friend Bobby’s 
over here makin’ boodles.” Great. He 
wanted to know where to get a uniform. 
Didn’t he bring any gear? “Just me SAS 
smock [pronounced sass mock] and I don’t 
fancy getting any holes in it.” No boots? 
No, no boots. What kind of soldier for hire 
goes to a war zone without a pair of boots? 
We soon found out when Kevin asked, 
“Where are the brothels?” 

Werner The Magnificent 

Down the street came somebody in uni¬ 
form, and Pando initiated a conversation. 
“Hey, Rob, come here — this guy’s an 
American,” he 
called. The man 
was Werner, from 
Chicago, He was 
sporting a good 
Marine Corps 
haircut with his 
dive knife 
strapped to his 
leg, several cruci¬ 
fixes around his 
neck, an earring 
with the Croatian 
crest dangling and 


Col. Wim “Willi” Van Noort inspects unit 
before leaving on patrol near Zazina. 

a pistol strapped to his hip. Kevin took 
one look and in his heavy brogue said, 
“He’s got a sense of humor, doesn’t he?” 
What the hell, maybe there’s hope for the 
kid yet. 

Yet, from Werner we received a rather 
chilly reception. Supposedly the Interna¬ 
tional Brigade was no longer hiring. 
Seems two Englishmen killed a taxi driver 
for kicks a few months previously. There 
were conflicting orders (or rumors) about 
getting all internationals (or outsiders, as 
Werner kept saying) out of the country. 
We could talk to Matakovic later, he said, 
but he thought we should just go home. 

Werner next informed us that he had 
(1) spent seven years in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, (2) graduated from the University 
of Illinois, (3) worked for the FBI for a 
year, (4) got out of the USMC in ’90 as a 
lieutenant, (5) had been here close to a 
year, and (6) was now a colonel. Not bad, 
considering he was only 25 years old. 

Maybe I could give him the benefit of 
the doubt on that chronology, but he also 
said a few other things that didn’t jibe. 
We humped our gear back to the barracks 
and went for lunch. 

We hooked up with M Howie,” a com¬ 
rade of Attila’s from the Vinkovci front. 
Howie laughed when we recounted 
Werner’s story to him: “/’m in charge of 
the internationals now . I came over as a 
lieutenant and they put me in charge of 
one of four desants of 56 men. They kept 
giving my unit all the missions . I lost a 
few every time, until I was down to six or 
eight. They made me a colonel — / was 
kind of surprised. ” 

Talking to others, we learned that 
Werner had destroyed a Brit’s hearing 
with the backblast from an RPG, never 
commanded anything, and had told ev¬ 
eryone he went to West Point. West Point, 
too, — an amazing young man. I wonder 
why he didn’t tell two Army captains that 


Boat drills on the Kupa River: Repetition, 
repetition, repetition — until it's perfect. Good 
PT, too. 
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he was a ringknocker? From Howie and 
Attila we found out there was no real In¬ 
ternational Brigade per se ... no real unit, 
just a bunch of foreigners assigned to vari¬ 
ous units and, in most cases, issued a 
Croatian army ID. 

Later, we walked over to meet 
Matakovic. He was a mean-looking dude: 
long hair, tough face. The officer sat be¬ 
hind a desk littered with various grenades. 
A half-dozen automatic weapons were 
leaning in a comer; a crossbow decorated 
the wall behind his head. The place looked 
like a prop room for a Rambo flick. 

Take Our Ball And Go Home? 

Werner translated our documents to 
Matakovic. Kevin said he left his docu¬ 
ments in his bag (we later found out he 
had the Brit version of a bad conduct dis¬ 
charge). Pando and I were not optimistic. 
Though Werner seemed to be doing a fairly 
honest job, we doubted if he would be 
eager to have somebody around who could 
shoot his stories full of holes. Matakovic 
explained that he was not supposed to take 
any more international volunteers, but 
transcribed our names and passport num¬ 
bers into his logbook of internationals. 
We were told to come back at 1000 the 
next day. 

After leaving the office Kevin said, 
repeatedly, “I might just as well go home.” 
Pando and I were not overjoyed with his 
“optimism.” What’d the kid expect? Brass 
bands? As for me and Pando, this might 
be our only chance to see an honest-to- 
God shooting war on the European conti¬ 
nent in our lifetime and dammit, we were 
not going to miss it. 

Back at the barracks, we met another 
international. Milo was an Austrian of 
Bosnian descent and had seen action with 
Howie and Attila. We looked at some pho¬ 
tos of them with other internationals on 
patrol and hanging out in fortified houses 
and bunkers near Vinkovci. We engaged 
in a typical bullshit session, then the six of 
us (two Americans, two Brits, an Austrian 
and a Hungarian) wandered out to find 
something for dinner, ending up at a bar 
on the comer. 

Saved By The Dutchmen 

Pando and I elected to drink Coca- 
Cola, and we soon noticed an older gentle¬ 
man in a maroon beret with foreign jump 
wings. Introductions came when he and 
two friends heard us conversing in En¬ 
glish. Yes! Finally! Somebody who actu¬ 
ally looked, walked and talked like a pro¬ 
fessional soldier. With Colonel Wim 
“Willi” Van Noort were two other Dutch¬ 
men, Douwe Van de Bos and a strange 
character named Johann but known as 
“Crazy Joe.” 

Colonel Van Noort, 64, started his mili¬ 
tary career with the British in 1944, later 
serving in India until 1950. He saw action 
again in the Korean War; after moving to 
Australia he served as an adviser in Viet¬ 
nam in the early 1960s. Willi had been in 


Croatia off and 
on since No¬ 
vember ’91. 

Douwe 
struck me as 
very profes¬ 
sional, but I 
shouldn’t have 
been surprised. 

He was formerly 
a staff sergeant 
in the Dutch 
army. He carried 
himself with the 
self-assuredness 
characterized by 
professional NCOs the world over, remind¬ 
ing me of every S-3 operations sergeant I 
ever knew. Willi described Douwe as “my 
administrator ... he knows all about the 
paperwork.” Crazy Joe had no military 
experience, but supposedly had seen some 
action with a Croat army unit. 

These three Dutchmen were the rem¬ 
nants of a much larger Dutch-volunteer 
force, the 1st Dutch Volunteer Unit. We 
learned from them that, if assembled in 
one place, the International Brigade (which 
numbered about 140, with 40 more of 
Croatian heritage) would be a real rogues’ 
gallery of misfits and wannabees. But there 
were some professionals scattered here and 
there in the Brigade. After the colonel and 
Douwe checked us out, Willi offered us a 
job training troops with him — a com¬ 
mando group down south near the front. It 
sounded better than hanging around Zagreb 
until the politicians evicted us, and a lot 
better than traveling all the way to Vinkovci 
on Croatia’s southeastern border, just to 
sit in a bunker. 

Johnny And The Hogleg 

Shortly before midnight, we arrived at 
the old JNA (Yugoslavian national army) 
base at Zazina, a few kilometers from 
Petrinja, held by the Chetniks (Serbian ir¬ 
regulars). We were shown to the “instruc¬ 
tors’ ” room in the barracks and met John 
Rajkovic, 19, from Burlington, Ontario. 
Johnny had come over with his father soon 
after the fighting began, staying on when 
his father had to return to Canada. 

John’s antiaircraft battery in Sisak had 
shot down six Serbian aircraft (the Croats 
have no functional air force). He was as¬ 
signed to Willi as an interpreter. A 6-inch, 
Smith & Wesson, .357-Magnum “Hogleg” 
in a Dirty Harry-type shoulder holster was 
his constant companion. During our stay, 
we tried to teach him as much about sol¬ 
diering and light infantry tactics as we 
could. Since John had no prior military 
experience, everything about an organized 
military amazed him, especially techniques 
like long-range patrolling and strategic re¬ 
connaissance. To John, it was all new. As 
he said, “Hell, a year ago I was just trying 
to get through high school.” 

In the morning John introduced us to 
the troops. I talked briefly with Pedrag 
Matonovic, 22, the company commander. 


He was here to un¬ 
dergo training with 
19 of his troops. 
Pedrag proudly 
displayed his 
5.56mm SAR-80. 

A quick tour of 
the barracks room 
showed that the 
troopies were 
armed with .308- 
Argentine Modelo 
Ill-type folding- 
stock FN FALs, 
.308 German G- 
3s, 7.62x39mm M- 
70 Kalashnikovs and an interesting assort¬ 
ment of pistols and knives. These guys 
liked pistols and knives. 

The questions soon started, led off by 
Pedrag with, “When is America going to 
send us M16s? When do we get M- 
sesnaest?” I guess these guys had watched 
too many Rambo videos. They think the 
Ml 6 is the weapon. No amount of discus¬ 
sion could persuade them that their own 
M-70 Kalashnikovs were superior to, or at 
least as good as, the Ml6. 

Shiny new American rifles weren’t what 
these guys needed. These kids had guts 
... if only they had decent boots and six 
weeks of basic infantry training. 

Don’t Step Off The Road 

The next morning we took the troops 
for a run outside the small base and for 
some guerrilla drills in a little field next to 
a church. As we ran past the gate, Pando 
said, “Don’t step off the road.” What? “The 
colonel told me before we left that the 
whole perimeter is mined.” Nice to know. 

As I led pushups, I noticed these troops 
weren’t much for upper body strength. We 
circled the field doing guerrilla drills until 
the ground churned into mud. The after¬ 
noon was spent chalk-talking the Fire Team 
Wedge movement formation. We moved 
back to our little training area to practice, 
practice, practice. Other than the column, 
this was the first movement formation these 
guys had ever seen. We trained under 
watchful eyes of some former JNA offic¬ 
ers who followed us from the base. 

Willi handed us two brand-spankin’ 
new, still-wrapped-in-plastic, Romanian 
AKs. We were very happy campers. We 
had only four magazines and about 60 
rounds, but the troops kicked in some more 
ammo, including some green tracers and 
some lovely armor-piercing rounds. Pando 
was mucho happy. We wiped off the 
Cosmoline and did a detailed fieldstrip. 

Douwe soon left for Zagreb to scrounge 
equipment. We were not quite sure what 
Crazy Joe’s function was ... Willi said Joe 
was a survival expert and would teach sur¬ 
vival. Great, that should cover about one 
day of the training schedule (if we had 
one). Joe seemed to devote much of his 
time to teaching English to Sonja, a good- 

Continued on page 65 



Life goes on in Sisak, as old man pedals past 
building pockmarked by small-arms fire. Many 
buildings have been leveled or scarred in thefighting. 
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Looking For A Very 
few, Very Good Men 

What It Takes To Join Delta Force 


by Rob Sdbert 


T he 1st Special Forces Operational 
Detachment-Delta (SFOD-D), more 
commonly known as Delta Force, 
was activated at Fort Bragg, North Caro¬ 
lina, on 19 November 1977. The unit was 
the brainchild of Colonel Charlie 
“Chargin' Charlie” Beckwith, an SAS- 
trained U.S. Army Special Forces officer. 
Beckwith commanded Project Delta in 
Vietnam (a forerunner of SFOD-D) and 
was selected by the Army brass to form 
and train an elite counterterrorist unit. 

In its formative days, Delta struggled 
through much controversy among Army 
hierarchy and the powers that be at Fort 
Bragg. Beckwith had to prove that his 
people could successfully take over the 
role then held by a Bragg unit known as 
Blue Light, a team formed from members 
of the 5th Special Forces Group. Beckwith 
prevailed, and Delta became well known 
following the failed Iran hostage-rescue 
attempt. 

Although the Delta mission in Grenada 
was also not successful, Delta has since 
prevailed in several clandestine missions 
around the globe, including ones in 
Panama and Iraq. The nature of their as¬ 
signments is such that most successful 
missions cannot receive recognition. To¬ 
day, 1st Special Forces Operational De¬ 
tachment-Delta is a specially trained unit 
of carefully selected soldiers that 
stands ready as America’s premier 
counterterrorist unit. 

I first came into “contact” with Delta 
while at Camp Mackall, outside of Fort 
Bragg, while completing Phase One of 
the Special Forces “Q” course, aka John 
Wayne High School. It was February 1986; 
the Pakistanis were having problems with 
airline hijackers, and Delta — “the long¬ 
haired beeper crowd” — was on its way. 
They were spending the night at Camp 
Mackall readying for their departure. 

We had strict orders not to leave the 
concertina-wire perimeter surrounding our 


tar-paper shacks: Delta had its sentries 
out. Drifting among the shadows were 
silent figures dressed 
in blue jeans, fatigue 
jackets and black 
watch caps — carry¬ 
ing night-vision- 
equipped weapons. 

Their orders were 
“shoot to kill any in¬ 
truders on sight — 
no warning, no ques- 
tions asked.” I 
stayed inside, shined 
ray boots, oiled ray 
Kabar and repacked 
my rucksack. 

Personnel are as¬ 
signed to Delta in ei¬ 
ther Direct Support, 

Service Support or 
Operational roles. 

Support personnel 
must (1) have out¬ 
standing perfor¬ 
mance evaluations in 
their Military Occu¬ 
pational Specialty 
(MOS), and (2) vol¬ 
unteer for Delta, and 
(3) be selected. Op¬ 
erational personnel 
(those who actually conduct Delta’s mis¬ 
sions) must be volunteers who meet or 
exceed established prerequisites and suc¬ 
cessfully complete the assessment and se¬ 
lection course. 

To be considered for an operational 
assignment with Delta, an individual must 
(obviously) be a member of the U.S. armed 
forces. He must then meet (or exceed) the 
following prerequisites: He must be a male 
volunteer, at least 22 years old, and a U.S. 
citizen without a history of recurring dis¬ 
ciplinary action. Service branch and MOS 
are immaterial, but volunteers must have 
four years’ minimum service. Volunteers 


must be airborne-qualified or volunteer 
for airborne training and duty. 

Enlisted vol¬ 
unteers must pos¬ 
sess a GT score 
of 110 or higher 
(retesting is per¬ 
mitted), be in the 
grade of Sergeant 
(E-5), Staff Ser¬ 
geant (E-6), or 
Sergeant 1st 
Class (E-7) with 
a minimum of 
four years’ time 
in service. Addi¬ 
tionally, they 
must have two 
years’ active duty 
remaining, or ex¬ 
tend or re-enlist 
to meet this re¬ 
quirement if se¬ 
lected. Maximum 
age for NCOs is 
35 years. 

Officers must 
be captains or 
majors on active 
duty (or a reserv¬ 
ist who meets the 
prerequisites) and 
graduates of a branch advanced course. 
They must have a college degree (B.A. or 
B.S.) and have successfully completed at 
least one year of command time at the 
company (battery, troop, aviation platoon, 
or Special Forces detachment) level. Of¬ 
ficers must have completed 20 years of 
service by age 55. All volunteers must 
pass a stringent background security in¬ 
vestigation and must possess at least an 
interim secret clearance. Minimum age is 
22. The medical exam is a modified 
HALO/SCUBA medical examination. 

Volunteers must have no limiting 
physical profiles (class 3 or 4). Although 
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Colonel “Chargin Charlie** Beckwith, 
mastermind/father of the Army’s elite 
Delta Force, at White House welcome 
ceremony for hostages returned from 
Iran in 1*981. Photo: AP/Wide World 
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in the past, volunteers were required to 
posses 20/20 vision with absolutely no 
waivers, currently they need only 
uncorrected vision in the better eye of 
20/80 and at least 20/200 in the poorer 
eye. Both must correct to 20/20. 

A unique characteristic is the grueling 
assessment and selection program, identi¬ 
fying volunteers suitable for training and 
duty with Delta Force. “Selection,” as it is 
known, evaluates individual performance, 
self-discipline, determination, stamina and, 
above all, an individual’s ability to func- 


pushups, sit-ups and the two-mile run. 

(1) In the inverted crawl, you must 
crab-walk feetfirst 20 meters, with the 
feet leading, and then back 20 meters 
with the hands leading, all in a maximum 
of 25 seconds. 

(2) The run-dodge-jump is a straight¬ 
forward obstacle course which requires 
one to dodge through wooden “gates” in a 
serpentine manner, then jump a 5-foot 
ditch. Distance sprinted is 48 feet, one 
way. Maximum time for completion of 
this event is 24 seconds. The run-dodge- 


after day. Basically, you must be able to 
run 20 miles through wooded, hilly ter¬ 
rain with 50 pounds on your back in less 
than five hours, and be able to get up the 
next day and do it again. 

A battery of psychological tests and 
evaluations, including a personal inter¬ 
view, is conducted by the SFOD-D psy¬ 
chologist. 

Following successful completion of the 
stress phase, physical phase and psycho¬ 
logical interview, the final determination 
of acceptance to Delta (for training) is 



Not just the right stuff— the best stuff: the best men, the best training, the best equipment for the job. Above, Delta team takes five 
in the desert atop their fast attack vehicle. Photo: SOF Files 


tion effectively under physical, psycho¬ 
logical and mental stress factors. 

Each volunteer must successfully com¬ 
plete the objectives without assistance. The 
assessment and selection is extremely 
demanding — physically, mentally and 
emotionally. Just completing selection, 
even if one is not ultimately assigned to 
Delta, is a major accomplishment. 

The formal selection course consists 
of a Physical Fitness Qualification Test 
(PFQT), land navigation exercise, psycho¬ 
logical evaluation and a commander’s in¬ 
terview. 

The uniform for the PT test is fatigues/ 
BDUs, with boots. The shirt may be re¬ 
moved for all events except the swim test. 
For the swim test, volunteers must swim 
100 meters — any stroke, with no time 
limit — but in BDUs and boots. Other 
stations in the PT test include: the in¬ 
verted crawl, the run-dodge-jump, also 


jump is one of the old (pre-1980) PT test 
events. It measures agility, coordination 
and dynamic-running strength. 

(3) The volunteer must complete a 
minimum of 40 pushups in one minute, 
and a of 40 bent-leg sit-ups in one minute. 

(4) The two-mile run must be com¬ 
pleted in 16 minutes or less. 

Land navigation exercises provide the 
necessary challenges for physical, mental 
and psychological testing in the stress 
phase of the course. All land navigation 
exercises have each participant carrying a 
rucksack weighing 40 to 50 pounds along 
with a rifle, food and water. Actual dis¬ 
tances over hilly terrain vary from seven 
to 40 miles. Minimum space is always 2.5 
mph, regardless of distance. 

To successfully complete the stress 
phase, volunteers must be able to move 
20 miles in less than five hours, with the 
rucksack — and maintain this pace day 


made by the Delta commander, following 
a personal interview by himself and other 
selected team members. 

If selected for assignment from a re¬ 
serve component, you will be brought on 
active duty in the regular Army for an 
initial hitch of three years. If you do well 
you will be given an option to extend. 

For additional, official information, 
write: Commander, 1st Special Forces Op¬ 
erational Detachment-Delta, P.O. Box 
70149, Fort Bragg, NC 28307-5000. 

The best source for anyone wanting 
additional insight is the book Delta Force 
by Col. Charlie A. Beckwith, U.S. Army 
(Ret.) and Donald Knox; 1983, Harcourt 
Brace Jovanovich Inc., New York. 


Rob Seibert is the nom de plume of a 
former infantry and Special Forces offi¬ 
cer. His vision is 20(200?% 
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SILENT 


othing lifts self-styled weapons 
cognoscenti out of their armchairs 
faster than a villain on the boob 
tube waving about a revolver with 
a sound suppressor. They will 
quickly inform their novitiates that 
the gap between the cylinder and 
the rear end of the barrel pre¬ 
cludes a significant reduction in 
the sound pressure level, no mat¬ 
ter how efficient the suppressor attached to the barrel's muzzle 
may be. 

They are theoretically correct. However, these experts appear 
to have had no influence upon either Irish 
Republican Army terrorists or Chicago gang¬ 
sters, both occupational groups from whom 
have been seized countless examples over 
the years of all makes and calibers of wheel- 
guns to which have been attached sound 
suppressors of one degree of sophistication 
or another. 

In an effort to increase the efficiency of a 
sound-suppressed revolver, some years ago 
the designer Siegfried Hubner of West Ger¬ 
many developed a system that enveloped the 
barrel, cylinder and front portion of a Smith 
& Wesson Model-10 frame. The end result 
was incredibly clumsy, and most designers 
have restricted themselves to both Iocked- 
breech and blowback semiautomatic pistols. 

While there is no front cylinder gap to 
contend with, semiauto pistols spit empty 
cases all over the scenery and there are some 
operational circumstances under which this 
might compromise the mission. 

C. Reed Knight Jr., of Knight’s Arma¬ 
ment Co. (Dept. SOF, 7750 9th St. S.W., 

Vero Beach, FL 32968; phone: 407-562- 
5697), designed the American 2000-model 
pistol, which Colt produces. Knight also re¬ 
introduced the Stoner 63A weapons system 
(see “Stoner’s Super 63,” July ’91) and recently commenced series 
production of the SR-25 countersniper system (see “Death in the 
Tall Grass,” August ’92). He is known principally, however, for 
the sophisticated sound suppressors he supplies to the U.S. mili¬ 
tary (see “Silence is Plastic,” August ’89). In my opinion, Knight 
easily ranks among the top three sound-suppressor designers in the 
world today (all three are located in the United States). 

Faced with a Request For Proposal (RFP) for a relatively close- 
range (100 to 200 meters), sound-suppressed sniper weapon with 
the potential for rapid follow-up shots and no empty cases to police 
up, Knight responded with a tour de force totally unique in the 


annals of sound-suppressor history. Knight’s successful response 
to the RFP combines special telescoped ammunition of two 
calibers with different modified Ruger revolvers (a GP-100 and a 
Super Redhawk) to which have been attached sound suppressors. 
It is, of course, all quite a bit more complicated than this. 

The so-called “Revolver Pistol” starts out as a stainless steel 
Ruger GP-100. It’s an excellent, and very rugged, starting point. 
Both the mainspring and trigger-guard latch spring are massive 
coils. In addition to the hammer and the trigger, most of the small 
internal parts are stainless steel. Mounted in the frame, the floating 
firing pin must be struck by a transfer bar, which in turn receives 
the hammer’s hit. Should the finger relieve pressure on the trigger 
while the hammer is falling forward, the transfer-bar safety will 
drop down and the firing pin will not be 
driven forward. 

The cylinder’s capacity is six rounds, and 
the crane/cylinder assembly swings out of 
the frame in theusual mannerafteritsspring- 
loaded latch button is depressed. In the firing 
position, the cylinder is securely locked to 
the frame in two places — by a strong pilot 
bearing at the rear of the cylinder, and by a 
robust locking bolt at the front of the crane, 
which engages a matching slot at the end of 
the frame. This mechanism was invented by 
Ruger and first used in the Redhawk re¬ 
volver. 

For increased strength, the cylinder lock¬ 
ing notches are substantially offset, not cut 
into the weakest part of the cylinder walls 
over the centers of the chambers. Cylinder 
rotation is to the left; the ejector rod does not 
rotate with the cylinder and serves only to 
activate the ejector, not as a bearing point for 
front locking of the cylinder. 

While the trigger system remains unal¬ 
tered, the factory barrel is replaced with a 
caliber-5.56mm barrel, 3 inches in length. 
This stainless steel barrel has six grooves 
with a right-hand twist of one turn in 6 
inches. The front of the cylinder face is cut 

back by a half-inch. 

The fast-twist rifling is required to stabilize the 47-grain, flat- 
based projectile with its needle-sharp point that’s guaranteed to 
penetrate most current body-armor types. 

This screw-turned brass bullet leaves the muzzle at 1,025 feet 
per second (fjps). The bullet is encased in a piston made from a 
space-age synthetic called Ultem. Both are loaded into a Winches¬ 
ter .38 Special case and powered by an unspecified propellant of 
undisclosed charge weight. Upon ignition, the piston moves 
forward a small amount and its beveled face interfaces with the 
rear end of the barrel to seal the front cylinder gap. A rubber O-ring 



Knight’s unusual 
Revolver Rifle, 
chambered for 

special .30-caliber 
telescoped ammuni¬ 
tion, offers the 

potential for rapid 
follow-up shots and 
no empty cases to 
police up, along with 
sniper capability out 
to 200 meters. 
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SIX-SHOOTERS 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


on the piston seals the case from propellant gas blow-by, so that all of 
the propellant gas is driven into the sound suppressor attached to the 
barrel. Due to the proprietary nature of this unique ammunition, we 
were not permitted to publish close-up photographs of it, nor of the 
larger-caliber cartridge described further in this article. 

The sound suppressor housing for the Revolver Pistol — 6 inches 
in overall length — is made from 6061 T6 aluminum-alloy tubing, 
which has been hard-coat anodized. Internally, it contains both 


aluminum and steel baffles. In order to obtain the highest level of sound 
reduction, these baffles must be kept wet so that the main propellant gas 
jet can be cooled at an increased rate over conventional designs. For 
this purpose, a small amount of Shooter’s Choice-brand All Weather 
High-Tech grease is applied to the first baffle at the rear end of the unit. 

The method employed to attach the suppressor to the revolver is that 
of the Knight unit obtained by the U.S. Air Force for the Beretta 92F 
(M9) pistol. Between a top-piece at the rear of the suppressor housing 



SEPTEMBER 92 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 61 





Knight's Revolver Rifle comes equipped with sophisticated optics, including a Leupold 
VARI-XIII scope and a Simrad KN250 night-vision unit mounted directly over the 
Leupold. Emergency tritium sights complete the package. 


and the knurled and rounded push-release on the underside are two 
sets of stainless steel pins. The two inner pins are notched so that 
the suppressor can be removed from the pistol when the push- 
release is pressed upward. When locked to the revolver, the un¬ 
notched surfaces of the two inner pins interface with a slot on each 
side of the muzzle. Simply apply thumb pressure to the push- 
release to instantly install or remove the suppressor. 

The sound signature produced by this system is about 123 
decibels (dB). This is outstanding performance, with a net sound 
reduction of 40 dB, as the revolver itself generates a sound- 
pressure level of about 163 dB without the suppressor. The sound 
of the hammer falling on an empty chamber is about 112 dB, so the 
muzzle blast is reduced to only 10 dB more than the sound of the 
action. The firearm’s flash signature is also totally eliminated. 

These sound signature were measured by means of a Bruel and 
Kjaer type 2209 Impulse Precision Sound Level Meter, with a 
No. 4136 microphone placed 1 meter away from the front, and to 
the left, of the muzzle at an angle normal (90 degrees) to the 
barrel’s axis. The meter was calibrated both before and after these 
tests: No instrument drift was noted. All of this is as per U.S. 
milspcc. 

21st Century Sights 

The sights provided for Knight’s Revolver Pistol are every bit 
as elaborate and startling as the rest of the system. To the standard- 
type, open-notch rear sight (retained for emergency use) has been 
added two horizontal tritium bars. A single tritium dot has been 
installed on the serrated blade-type front sight, which is mounted 
in a dovetail on the barrel shroud. 

A dovetail has been milled into the pistol’s top-strap for 
installation of a battery-operated AIMPOINT 5000 red-dot sight 
with polarizing filter. A rotary switch with 10 positions adjusts 
intensity of the red dot to accommodate all light levels, from bright 
sunlight to pitch dark. 

A dovetail milled into the frame accepts an Applied Laser 
Systems Terminator II laser sight, which has been modified by 
Knight’s Armament Co. with an new switch and more rugged body 
and mount. This unit is available with either a visible or infrared 
(IR) laser beam. 

The word “laser” is an acronym; its letters stand for Light 
Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation. There are 
several processes used to produce lasers, and in each instance they 
generate an intense beam of light. This beam of light is both very 
pure — i.e., all of the light rays in the beam are nearly the same 
color (monochromatic) — and well collimated, i.e., all the rays are 
headed in almost exactly the same direction (“highly coherent”). 

The Terminator II is a state-of-the-art diodide laser unit, also 


known as an injection laser. It is a semicon¬ 
ductor diode having a “pn” junction and 
emitting laser radiation when the diode is 
forward-biased with a current above the 
threshold of the pn-junction material. 

There are several types of laser diodes, 
the most commonly used being the gallium 
arsenide (GaAs) diode, which emits in the 
infrared spectrum in the range of 8,200 to 
9,050 angstroms. The direction of forward 
current flow is from the n-type layer to the p- 
type layer in the pn junction, when a current 
of 100 milliamperes (threshold current) or 
more is applied across the junction operating 
analogous to a resonant cavity. The diode 
behaves like an ordinary light-emitting di¬ 
ode when biased with a current below the 
threshold level. 

Visible laser sights (such as a gallium- 
aluminum-arsenide diode unit, which emits 
in the visible spectrum in the range of 6,300 
to 6,700 angstroms) mounted on small arms 
have, in my opinion, extremely limited ap¬ 
plications. However, when coupled with pas¬ 
sive night-vision goggles, an infrared laser 
beam projects as a bright dot to the operator. It cannot be detected 
by others unless they are also equipped with night-vision viewing 
devices. In this latter mode we have something that can actually be 
useful to those who sneak about in the shadows. 

Revolver Rifle 

All well and good for handgun ranges, which are most often 
under 7 or 8 meters and rarely more than 50 meters, but to pop 
human targets at ranges of 100 meters and more, we need a more 
stable firing platform. For this purpose, Knight designed the 
“Revolver Rifle,” which although conceptually similar to the 
system described above, differs in several significant areas. 

Starting envelope for the revolver rifle is a Ruger caliber .44 
Magnum Super Redhawk revolver. The crane/cylinder assembly 
is essentially the same as that of the Ruger GP-100. All stainless 
steel components of both the Revolver Pistol and the Revolver 
Rifle have been finished by a black-oxide process. 

The factory barrel of the Revolver Rifle has been replaced by 
a four-groove, .30-caliber barrel, 10 inches in overall length, with 
a right-hand rifling twist of one turn in 9 inches. The front cylinder 
gap is adjusted to a maximum of 0.005-inch and a minimum of 
0.003-inch (as is that of the Revolver Pistol). 

This is an exceptionally fast twist for a bullet weighing only 145 
grains. However, the muzzle velocity is only 1,025 fps (muzzle 
velocity of the .30-06 150-grain military ball round is 2,700 fps). 
A rifling twist of 1:9 inches is required to stabilize the flight path 
of a lightweight projectile moving at such a reduced velocity, and 
to provide the necessary accuracy potential. To further minimize 
the tendency of the slow-moving projectile to yaw in flight, 
“driving” or “rotating” bands have been milled into the flat-based, 
solid brass bullet in the manner of many artillery shells. Driving 
bands transmit rotation from the rifling to the shell. 

Screw-turned with a needle-sharp point, the bullet is encased in 
an aluminum piston with a black-plastic front face seal. Both are 
loaded into a Federal .44 Magnum case and powered by an 
unspecified propellant of undisclosed charge weight. As with the 
Revolver Pistol, upon ignition the piston moves forward a small 
amount until its front face impinges against the rear end of the 
barrel to seal the front cylinder gap. Once again, a rubber O-ring 
on the piston seals the case from propellant gas blow-by so that all 
of the propellant gas is driven into the sound suppressor attached 
to the barrel. Early prototypes of this concept featured 7mm 
bullets. 

An unusually long sound suppressor (18.75 inches) 
fits over the barrel and is attached to the revolver by means of a 
knurled, threaded coupler on the front end of the frame. The 
suppressor's housing is made from black-anodized, 6061 T6 
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With an overall length of only 36.5 inches, Knight s Revolver Rifle is equipped with a detachable buttstock, polyurethane forearm and 
Harris bipod, all of which provide the stable firing platform required for accurate head-shots out to 200 meters. 


aluminum tubing. The interior consists of a series of steel and 
aluminum baffles, together with rolled metal screen material. This 
suppressor has an exceptional life span of 5,000 rounds or more. 

When the suppressor is installed, a small amount of Shooter’s 
Choice All Weather High-Tech grease should first be applied to the 
front of the barrel. There is a small index pin on the suppressor 
housing. During installation, this pin should be inserted into a keyway 
slot on the rear of the barrel before attempting to tighten the knurled 
coupling nut. 

The sound signature produced by this system is about 119 dB. This 
sound-pressure level is about 4 dB lower than that generated by the 
suppressed Revolver Pistol, with a net sound reduction of 44 dB, as the 
Revolver Rifle itself generates a sound-pressure level of about 163 dB 
without the suppressor. Once again, the sound of the hammer falling 
on an empty chamber is about 112 dB, so the muzzle blast is reduced 
to only 7 dB more than the sound of the action. And, once more, the 
firearm’s flash signature is completely eliminated. 

The black polyurethane forearm under the barrel has a quick- 
release stud to which can be attached a Harris bipod. A detachable 
polyurethane and steel buttstock is also provided. The overall length 
of the Revolver Rifle is 36.5 inches with the buttstock and sound 
suppressor attached. Without night vision equipment, the weight is 
8.5 pounds. Add another 1 pound for the Simrad night vision unit. 

Once again, to the standard-type, open-notch rear sight (which has 
been retained for emergency use) have been added two horizontal 
tritium bars. A single tritium dot has been installed on the serrated 
blade-type front sight mounted on the end of the suppressor housing. 

Knight's Revolver Rifle comes with a Leupold VARI-X III scope. 
This compact, variable-power scope can be adjusted from IX to 5X 
magnification. Its adjustment system consists of a 15-minute dial with 
clicks and markings at 1/4-minute intervals (a 1/4-minute equals a 
1/4-inch at 100 yards). 

A Simrad IX KN250 image intensifier can be mounted directly 
over the Leupold VARI-X III scope. It can use both second- and third- 


generation 18mm wafer tubes and does not magnify the image. 

Second- and third-generation passive night-vision equip¬ 
ment employs a so-called “micro-channel amplifier,” which 
consists of a bundle of extremely minute fibers — several 
million of them in a tube no more than 3/4-inch (18mm) in 
diameter. A screen in front of the fibers receives the optical 
image and generates electrons which are fed into the micro¬ 
channels. 

Dark Illumination 

The amplifier unit is supplied by an electrical field. As the 
electrons travel down the micro-channels, they ricochet off the 
thin peripheral layer (known as “cladding,” it is made of an 
optical material of lower index refraction than the core mate¬ 
rial) and by means of their zigzag path through the core, 
generate additional electrons so that the signal coming out the 
end of the micro-channels is much greater than that which went 
in. These outward-bound electrons strike a second screen and 
provide a visual image. This image can be then either viewed 
by an ocular or given further amplification by another micro- 
channel amplifier. 

Micro-channel amplifiers are much more compact than 
first-generation “cascade tubes,” and a single unit provides a 
much greater degree of amplification. The total amplification 
(often referred to as “gain”) is about 64,000 times with the more 
sophisticated units. Thus, a very murky star- or moon-illumi¬ 
nated scene becomes almost as clear and distinct as if viewed 
under the noonday sun. 

What’s the accuracy potential of these esoteric snuffers? 
Soldier Of Fortune tested Knight’s Revolver Rifle at 100 
meters from a benchrest. We fired 2-inch groups until it became 
monotonous. That’s more than sufficient to meet any Mission 
Essential Need Statement (MENS) likely to have been devel¬ 
oped for this weapon system: likewise with the Revolver Pistol. 

At the close ranges handguns are employed 
in (the vast majority of all gunfights with a 
pistol take place at ranges under 7 meters), 
it will more than do. Furthermore, the 
AIMPOINT 5000 red-dot sight extends the 
Revolver Pistol’s useful range out to a dis¬ 
tance where it overlaps with the Revolver 
Rifle’s range (at the low end of the latter’s 
potential). 

Without doubt, C. Reed Knight Jr. has 
created a most impressive and totally unique 
weapons system. However, this equipment is 
most definitely not available to the public 
under any circumstances. Unless you can 
demonstrate that you represent a U.S. gov¬ 
ernment agency qualified, and with a sub¬ 
stantial need, to possess such equipment, do 
not bother to contact Knight’s Armament 
Co. Inquiries are accepted only from legiti¬ 
mate governmental and military users,^ 


Disassembled for transport, the Knight Revolver Rifle's major components consist of a 
sound suppressor, detachable buttstock, Ruger .44 Magnum revolver with Leupold 
VARI-XIII scope and forearm, Harris bipod and Simrad IX KN250 image intensifier. 
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BEST MISSION 

Continued from page 47 

that pilots can put through a roof vent in 
any enemy command-and-control center, 
as was done in Baghdad. CBU canisters 
are designed to break open in midair and 
spew hundreds of tiny bomblets all over 
the battlefield. For that reason, most pi¬ 
lots, including Diehl, don’t like to drop 
CBUs any closer than 1,000 meters from 
friendly forces. 

When Air Force pilots fly future close- 
air-support missions, they will have the 
benefit of lessons learned in the Persian 
Gulf War. 

Friendly Fire 

It became abundantly clear that the 
ferocity of the campaign carried a price in 
terms of “friendly fire” casualties caused 
by accidental strikes on friendly forces. 
Mistaken identification by American air¬ 
craft and ground units, coupled with mal¬ 
functions of certain weapons, caused the 
deaths or injuries of 107 Americans dur¬ 
ing the short-lived conflict. In addition, 
22 Britons were killed or wounded in ac¬ 
cidental attacks by American forces. 

Despite the danger, Degroff kept in¬ 
sisting that Diehl drop cluster bombs 
“closer” to keep the Iraqis from overrun¬ 
ning his position. “If you don’t,” the cool- 
as-a-cucumber Degroff warned, “there 
won’t be any of us left alive down here.” 


One of the last drops Diehl’s flight 
made was less than 200 meters from the 
A-Team. Too close for comfort. Before 
calling it a day, Diehl’s men had dropped 
16 canisters of cluster bombs, but the fate 
of the Green Berets was still up in the air 
when Diehl departed the area and hooked 
up with a tanker for the trip back to base. 
Diehl didn’t learn until the next morning 
that the team had been saved. 

A four-ship led by Bill Andrews in 
Diehl's sister squadron, the 10th Tactical 
Fighter Squadron from Hahn AFB, Ger¬ 
many (which has since disbanded), arrived 
over the area at about the time Diehl’s 
flight went “Winchester” (out of ordnance) 
and “bingo” (low on fuel). 

“We spent about 20 minutes over the 
team before having to bootleg a tanker to 
get home,” Andrews reported. At one point, 
he refused to drop CBUs any closer to the 
team. “We walked ‘em in till I couldn’t 
stand it anymore,” he admitted. 

Andrews and his wingmen, Lt. Joey 
Booher, Capt. Evan Thomas and Capt. Pete 
McAffrey, dropped 14 of their 16 CBU 
canisters on the Iraqis before they bingoed 
out of the area and hooked up with the 
tanker. 

“On the last pass, Evan and Pete really 
kicked their butts into the ground,” 
Andrews said. “After that, the Iraqis lost 
the will to fight.” 

Of 40 combat missions in the Gulf 
War, and 172 combat missions in Viet¬ 
nam, Diehl observed without a doubt, “This 


one was the best mission I have ever 
flown.” 

Dale B. Cooper covered the Gulf War on 
the ground for Soldier Of Fortune. This is 
the last installment in his series of after¬ 
action SOF stories on the Persian Gulf 
conflict. X 
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curely seated. The partially depleted 
magazine is then deposited somewhere 
where it cannot later be mistaken for a 
full magazine, should circumstances 
dictate another reload. It is probably 
not a good practice, as some advo¬ 
cate, to remove the first magazine and 
then reach for the backup. This down¬ 
loads the weapon to only one round for 
an unnecessarily long time frame — or 
worse, in the case of an open-bolt 
mechanism, to zero rounds in the gun. 

Keep weapon downtime to the short¬ 
est possible time span, even though 
the confrontation is supposedly over. 
For example, think of one platoon which 
consists of personnel who all simulta¬ 
neously break down weapons for clean- 
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ing, contrasting with members of an¬ 
other platoon who clean weapons in 
relays so that some are always ready 
to fight. 

It is in the field of reloading where 
revolvers fall behind the power curve, 
primarily because of the problems en¬ 
countered with ammunition manage¬ 
ment. If a speed loader is employed 
during the reload, any remaining live 
rounds from the initial cylinder load end 
up kissing Mother Earth. 

Reloading Revolvers 

A tactical load can be performed by 
individually removing fired brass and 
replacing it/them with live rounds, but 
the process requires more manipula¬ 
tion and a cooler brain than that needed 
for a magazine switch. 

Probably the best overall system to 
use for wheel guns is the strip loader; 
this enables the operator to accom¬ 
plish both tactical and speed loads with 
relative haste, utilizing only one equip¬ 
ment system and technique. Another 
alternative is to modify the revolver to 
accept half-, third-, or full-moon clips. 

The important fact to bear in mind 
is that a revolver cylinder, irrespective 
of whether it is of five-, six-, seven- or 
nine-shot capacity, will always have two 
adjacent chambers in a straight line. A 
straight-line strip loader can therefore 
be efficiently manipulated to load two 
rounds simultaneously, providing you 


with a minimum of fuss and bother. 

Similarly, when loading by means 
of a cylindrical speed loader, allow two 
adjacent bullets to make contact with 
two adjacent chambers, then "rotate” 
the remaining cartridges into their re¬ 
spective chambers. This virtually elimi¬ 
nates the frustrating task of attempting 
to simultaneously line up six male car¬ 
tridges with six female chambers. 

Shotguns 

If tube-fed shotguns are your weap¬ 
ons of choice, the loading/reloading 
process is normally achieved by the 
individual insertion of cartridges. This 
system does, however, allow the op¬ 
erator to select different types of 
ammunition at his discretion at a 
moment’s notice, which cannot be done 
with box- and drum-fed shotguns, 
though the latter are generally quicker 
to speed load from empty to full. The 
striker and its clones are a notable 
exception to this rule. 

Trick speed loaders for the shotgun 
are usually a disaster for serious 
gunfighting, and seem to be more 
trouble than they’re worth. Whatever 
your weapons system, you would be 
well advised to expect the worst-case 
scenario: Be prepared to expend at 
least twice the amount of ammo that 
the mission should require. 

While you may, on occasion, be able 
to keep track of rounds fired in a short, 


ideal fight, most gunfights usually end 
up as an unexpected tactical- and 
marksmanship-logistics zoo. A positive, 
smooth, reflexive reload is your insur¬ 
ance policy against an ammunition re¬ 
cession. 

A frequent contributor to “Combat 
WeaponcraftLouis Awerbuck is di¬ 
rector of Yavapai Firearms Academy 
in Prescott Valley ; Arizona . ^ 


CROATIA 

Continued from page 57 

looking brunette who worked in the 
kitchen. War is hell. 

On Tuesday, the next morning, we rode 
a small bus through the local ville, Zazina, 
which borders the Kupa River. We were 
headed toward the front for some “live- 
fire training.” The houses were pock¬ 
marked from small-arms fire and artillery 
fragments. Windows had been blown out 
by shell blasts. 

The Petrinja Swim Team 

The pontoon bridge across the river is 
a major target. Six kilometers due south, 
down Highway 12-2 and just across the 
winding Kupa, is a well-known little town, 
Petrinja. 

Petrinja was the scene of fierce house- 
to-house fighting in the fall of ’91 (re¬ 
ported in SOF by Jim Wallace and Bob 
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Jordan, Jan. and Feb. ’92 issues). The town 
was overrun by a Serb armor force in 
October. RPGs don’t do much against the 
T-84 (Yugoslav version of the Soviet T- 
72). A battalion of Croat troops operating 
south of the Kupa was pushed back to the 
river and forced to swim for it. Many were 
shot while entering the water. Non-swim¬ 
mers were captured and later executed. 
The survivors are still known as “The 
Swimmers.” 

After making our way through Zazina, 
the bus dropped us off south of the ville. 
We were still in one of the landlocked 
curves formed by the Kupa, but nearer to 
no-man’s-land and Chetnik-occupied 
Croatia. We heard that other internationals 
at the front had wandered through large 
gaps in the lines only to be waved back by 
frantic Croatians. 

We patrolled a little gravel country 
lane. Houses and farms in the immediate 
area are abandoned. Their occupants no 
doubt fled the Chetnik marauders backed 
by Serbian tanks, running for safer havens 
in Sisak, Zagreb or abroad. 

Our troops patrolled up the road, and 
we observed. This training was as near to 
being in actual combat as possible. The 
last two days of tactical training had been 
the only real training our group received. 
Though they were all former JNA, their 
training as conscripts didn’t contain much 
small-unit infantry tactics. Some of the 
“commandos” were previously tank driv¬ 
ers or missile crewmen during their na¬ 
tional service. 

Willi had concentrated on putting them 
in shape, pushing them on ever-increasing 
long-distance marches. Unfortunately, the 
troops were developing some bad blisters 
from their poor-quality boots. 

Back at Zazina, I explained the prin¬ 
ciples of zasjeda — the ambush ... organi¬ 
zation, coordination, communication, se¬ 
curity, and violence of action. The only 
way we could translate violence of action 
was ... “to go ludite” (crazy). 

Breakfast the next day was fatty sau¬ 
sage — again. Our “commando trainees” 
were all cammied up, wearing black watch 
caps. We’d gotten them in the habit of 
wearing their load-carrying equipment and 
carrying rucks. Well, at least they looked 
like a special ops unit. A far cry from the 
shirt-open, no headgear, in-need-of-a- 
shave Croatian soldiers we were accus¬ 
tomed to. 

While we would be much more com¬ 
fortable in boonies or watch caps our¬ 
selves, Willi had asked that we wear some 
sort of beret, so that we might “stand out.” 
Pando and I were both a little uneasy about 
“standing out,” especially if we should 
move into an area inhabited by Chetnik 
snipers. We also tried to explain to Willi 
that American soldiers don’t wear berets 
in the field. 

As the unit moved out that morning 
through Zazina, the surrounding country¬ 
side and into the hills, we passed small 
groups of indolent “reservists.” It seems 


66 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


SEPTEMBER 92 



that every yahoo in the country was issued 
a uniform and a Kalashnikov. 

Pando found it hilarious. “It’s just like 
Zagreb, Rob, none of these guys do any¬ 
thing but hang around.” That seems to be 
a major problem. If they aren’t actively 
engaged in combat, there’s no organized 
training or equipment maintenance pro¬ 
gram to occupy the troops. Without train¬ 
ing, it’s an army of cannon fodder. Even 
daily enforced PT would be an improve¬ 
ment. Most of the physiques we saw were 
indicative of high-fat diets and too much 
pivo (beer). 

We passed one group in maroon be¬ 
rets: nothing special. In the Croatian army 
if you have some extra dinars , you just 
buy some berets and call yourselves Spe¬ 
cial Forces, Rangers — whatever. These 
guys even had matching shoulder patches 
which, translated into English, read “Street 
People.” Pando and I kept walking, lest 
our giggling get us shot. 

Lost In Wine Country 

We broke for lunch on a grapevine- 
covered hilltop with a beautiful vista (this 
area reminded me of the western New 
York wine country), before resuming our 
patrol. Willi was interested in the PT ele¬ 
ment, while Pando and I saw the need for 
further live-fire tactical training. We 
moved down a ridgeline for a klick or so, 
until Willi changed our direction of march 
180 degrees. Willi had no map (I finally 
got one of Zazin after we left the AO) and 
so had shot his azimuth from the wrong 
hilltop. 

Pando was up front with the lead ele¬ 
ment and felt that the colonel’s momen¬ 
tary “disorientation” had caused him to 
lose face. Willi learned the hard way ... 
don’t piss Pando off. 

We stopped after a while, secured the 
area and did a “rucksack flop.” We con¬ 
ducted more IADs. Pando played sniper 
on an L-shaped bend in a dirt road. As the 
first burst of AK fire shattered the silent 
afternoon, Pedrag issued commands, de¬ 
cisively this time, and the commandos 
executed rapidly and violently: AK, FN 
and G-3 rounds snapped through the air. 

As I moved up the road to observe 
their fire and maneuver I caught a burst of 
AK fire over my head. Somebody had 
decided that, instructor or not, Krott needed 
to be in the dirt with everybody else. 

After a hurried critique, I explained by 
using a hastily made sand table how to 
execute an L-shaped ambush. Points 
stressed were use of claymore (which they 
called “TV mines”), personnel mines, se¬ 
curity and searching the kill zone. We 
discussed how to react to both far and near 
ambushes. The unit was split into two 10- 
man groups to go force-on-force. With 
live ammo, of course. You fired into the 
ground, at a tree next to your target, or the 
air above the “enemy’s” head ... closely if 
you didn’t particularly like the guy. 

Our unit received orders the next day 
to move to Sisak. A few days after our 
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A All of the following rifles: 
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3. BerettaAR-70 (SC-70) 
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Muzzlelite Bullpup Stocks! 
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TELEPHONE RECORDING SYSTEM 

With 10 Hour Voice Activated Recorder 


Recorder Only EP-IO VOX $125. [Ship $7.50] 

• Selectable VOX (voice activation) On/Off, High/Low 

• >/3 the overall size of other long play recorders 

• 10 hours on standard 120 minute cassettes (5 hrs./side] 

• AA battery or 6 volt or 110 volt AC operation 

• Complete with HO volt power supply 

■ Best voice quality oF any long play recorder 

■ Color coded output jacks include: Remote, earphone, micro¬ 
phone and power 

Telephone Recording System. EP-10 VOX recorder with tele¬ 
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Complete SetvSI65. (Ship $7.50). Optional Alligator clip 
adaptors enable you to attach the unit anywhere along your phone 
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See warning. 


"TELEPHONE TAPS 
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Expert advice on "real world" bugging, phone taps, body 
wires, countermeasures and more. Shows many devices. 60 min., 
VHS only. 

$49.95 (Ship $4.) 


ISRAELI INSTINCTIVE 
COMBAT SHOOTING 

Exclusive video. Fast, safe, deadly precision. As 
used by special Israeli units, learn from the best. 
Rimed In Israel, 1 Hour VHS. 

$49.95 (Ship $4.) 
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• Recording Briefcase $399. (Ship $20.) 

• Shocking Briefcase $499. (Ship $20.] 
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redeployment there, I noticed Willi was in 
foul spirits. There’d been a serious com¬ 
munications glitch about Pando and I go¬ 
ing back to the front for a few days. 

The commandos practiced assembling 
two rubber assault boats. They had mo¬ 
tors, but not one knew where they were. 
I’d have been happy to have paddles. 

Something was in the wind among the 
Dutchmen, but we would have to wait to 
find out. In the afternoon we practiced 
using ropes to scale a bridge abutment and 
gave impromptu classes on bridge demo¬ 
lition and improvised munitions. 

Later that night, we got the word from 
Douwe that the “politicians” in Zagreb 
were unhappy about some Americans train¬ 
ing troops in Sisak. Matakovic had tracked 
us down: Simply put, we were supposed 
to get the hell out of the country (This was 
our second and third country “expulsion” 
for the two of us, respectively.). At the 
very least, we had to disassociate our¬ 
selves from Willi, who had tenuous ap¬ 
proval for his operation. 

We decided to boogie, since the Easter 
vacation was approaching. The next day 
(wearing civvies) we observed boat drills 
in the Kupa (they found the paddles), 
packed our gear and got some train tick¬ 
ets. That night there was a loud explosion 
that rattled the windows — a restaurant 
around the block was bombed through 
some of the curious infighting among the 
Croats. 

The next day was Holy Thursday; the 
troops were on pass and the Dutchmen 
departed for Zagreb. Willi wanted to know 
if we were going to Vinkovci. We didn’t 
think it was a great idea to travel across 
the country without papers when we had 
people in Zagreb pissed off at us. 

The fighting in Bosnia had just flared 
up and we were planning on going to 
Sarajevo, but we kept that information to 
ourselves. Unfortunately, our contact who 
would take us into Bosnia didn’t make it 
himself; maybe next trip. 

An infantry platoon leader in the If 17th 
Infantry (Mech.), Rob Krott enrolled as a 
graduate student of anthropology at 
Harvard after his ETS — but still finds 
time to go where the action is . X 

SADLER 

Continued from page 35 

With compact discs and cassettes al¬ 
ready on sale at the Smithsonian’s six gift 
shops and at the Library of Congress — 
and through the SOF Exchange: $25 in¬ 
cludes shipping and handling; phone: 800- 
743-5624 — the album premiered this past 
February over Voice of America radio to 
an audience of more than 200-million lis¬ 
teners around the world, including China 
and the former Soviet Union. 

Included in the packet with either a CD 
or a cassette tape is a songbook with the 
chords and musical score for each selec- 


BOOK II HOW TO GET 
ANYTHING ON 
ANYBODY 


HOWTO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 



A Lee Lapin! 

Best Bugs On A Budget to super secret CIA 
fine wire kits. How the FBI sees thru walls to 
low cost starlight scopes. Electronic and 
mechanical tailing tricks, surveillance 
photography, intelligence kits. Cutting edge 
audio/video surveillance, HOW TO crack 
computers, bypass passwords, obtain unlisted 
phone numbers, intercept cellular calls, 
pagers, and faxes, trace and track anyone, 
surveillance proof any room, tap any phone, 
and more! WHEW! “Really scary stuff.” 
Charles Jaco CNN. $38.50 postpaid. 

ORDER TODAY! 

ISECO, 2228 El Camino Real, #349-11, 
San Mateo, CA 94403.415-513-5549. 



safety depend on 
anything less ... 
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tion, along with a 500th anniversary 1992- 
1993 calendar which notes important dates 
in U.S. history. 

It's definitely a “period piece” of mu¬ 
sical work that will be enjoyed by both 
old-music aficionados and die-hard Barry 
Sadler fans — hard-core R V R and heavy- 
metal fans can expect to be disappointed: 
It is, after all, largely patriotic music. 

The response to this recording has been 
such that a stirring stage production incor¬ 
porating the album's music was put to¬ 
gether and, at the invitation of the U.S. 
Information Agency, was set to debut on 3 
August at the United States’ pavilion at 
Seville's Expo ’92. The stage production 
closes on 12 October 1992, which is the 
500th anniversary of Columbus’ landfall 
in the Bahamas. 

Appropriately enough, as Collins noted, 
the Of Thee I Sing production is dedicated 
to the memory of the man who nurtured 
the first seeds of the idea, from its incep¬ 
tion into a musical product: Barry Sadler. 

“This is only proper,” Collins said, “be¬ 
cause it was Barry Sadler’s insight and 
dedication that brought this album to life. 
In traveling around the country, and even 
around the world to promote this project, 
I’ve been amazed at how many people out 
there still know and love Barry Sadler. He 
touched their hearts a quarter of a century 
ago with a great song, and they've never 
forgotten him.” ^ 

MULLAHS 

Continued from page 39 

fort with Cuba was triggered by Iran’s 
hope to purchase one or more tactical nukes 
from one of the republics of the former 
Soviet Union. In May 1991, a high-level 
Iranian delegation made overtures to 
Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, and Azerbaijan in 
search of a possible purloined weapon. 
Initial discussions were said not to be en¬ 
couraging in Tajikistan and Azerbaijan, 
but in mid-October a second Iranian del¬ 
egation arrived in Kazakhstan, led by Dr. 
Mahdi Khmrani, a top aide to Iranian in¬ 
telligence chief Ali Falahian. 

A graduate in nuclear physics from the 
University of California, Dr. Khmrani is 
reported to have purchased three nuclear 
devices from Khazakhi officials for a fig¬ 
ure rumored to be $165 million. Secret 
bank accounts were opened for the 
Khazakhi officials in Luxembourg, 
Liechtenstein and Switzerland. Intelligence 
sources say the bombs were transferred to 
Iran through Turkmenistan by truck in 
December 1991. Reportedly the weapons 
could be made operational by mid-1992. 

In an effort to secure a more sophisti¬ 
cated delivery system, Iranian president 
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani struck a 
secret deal in late October 1991 with a 
high-ranking Chinese delegation to Tehran, 
headed by President Yang Shangkun. By 
the terms of the agreement, China com¬ 
mitted to provide Iran with both medium — 
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High-power stream defends *7lj 
you from safe distance 

■ Instantly disables multiple 
attackers 

■ Used by police and military 

■ Up to 80 times more effective 
than MACE* 

■ Stops vicious dogs, too $ 

■ No after-effects 

These days, men need a defense weapon 
as much as women. Men are 3 times more 
likely to be violent crime victims. 

Forget women’s defense sprays. Their 
dainty vapor is likely to blow in your 
own face. Sprays have short range. You 
must be dangerously close to your 
attacker to use them. 

Safe around kids 

You need a smart weapon. One that 
drops attackers from a safe distance. And 
can’t harm kids when not in use. New 
LIQUID-BULLET protects you in a 20 
ft. Circle-of-Safety with a high—power 
chemical stream. Its effect is up to 80 
times greater than MACE*. It costs less. 
And, unlike MACE, it brings down 
dangerous animals, too (take it camping). 

Your attacker’s skin feels on fire. His 
eyes close, blinding him. He fights for 
breath; gets dizzy, disoriented. He’s 
helpless for 20 minutes. Yet with no after¬ 
effects. LIQUID-BULLET is harmless 
and legal. 

m LIQUID BULLET S 

The Safe, Smart Defense Weapon 

DOUBLf GUARANTEE 

1.30-day satisfaction or your money refunded. 

2. FREE lifetime refills. 



20 FT. 


Accurate even with poor aim 

This new weapon is used by police, 
FBI, and military. A safety catch keeps 
it safe until you use it. Flip the catch 
and it stops attackers as well as any gun. 
There’s no reloading, no cocking, no 
noise. No need for accuracy — its hi- 
power stream lets you find your target 
even with poor aim. Any skin it touches 
produces crippling effects. Invisible dye 
marks your attacker for 48 hours. 

All chemical sprays have a shelf life 
of about 2 years. But only LIQUID- 
BULLET guarantees free lifetime refills. 
If you won’t carry a gun, carry LIQUID- 
BULLET. Throw your wife’s spray away 
and give her this. It could save your lives. 

4 ;M f Key-ring LIQUID-BULLET [20 ft. ‘Circle-of-Safety’} 


HOLSTER LIQUID-BULLET 
(40 ft. ‘Grcle-of-Safety’) 
in nylon-holstered canister 
with Velcro strap, for bicycle, 
wrist or ankle. 



Major credit cards call 

1-800-L-BlJ LLET 


LIQUID-BULLET, INC., 20533 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 4490, Miami, FL 33180 SF 7 
Yes, send CD Key-Ring LIQUID-BULLET at $17.95, □ 2 at $33.95, □ 3 at $44.95. 

□ I Holster LIQUID-BULLET at $35.95, □ 2 at $59.95, □ 3 at $84.95, plus $2.05 ship./ hand. 

(Fla. res. add 6% tax.). I enclose I I check Cl money order 


| | Credit card: Type_ 


City_ State ___ Zip_ Phone ( )_ 

Q PRIORITY ORDER (Gets immediate attention. Add $1.00) Cl l am over 18. ^ j 

Dealer or Distr. inquiries: 800-525-5538, Ext. 80. ‘MACEsoreg^fededtroc^ 
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SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE 

Magazine Introduces 



The First Tennis Shoe Tough Enough 
To Carry Its Logo! 


By the time you read this, SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE Footwear, Franklin, TN, is 
delivering the first in a line of footwear that 
are truly shoes for professional adventurers. 
SOF-B combines light weight with heavy duty 
toughness at a reasonable price of only $50. 
Sizes 61/2-11,12&13. 


Send Check or Money Order To: 

SOF Footwear PO Box 10, Franklin, TN 37065-0010 
Attn: Barbara Smith 

CARD #_ Exp, date 

0 MasterCard C3 VISA 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_ 

STATE ZIP 


Order will be shipped UPS TN residents add 8 3/4% tax. 



REFUGEE RELIEF 
INTERNATIONAL INC. 

There are still a lot of Nicaraguan refugees in 
Honduras. Our main activity the last few years 
has been sending medical and other supplies to 
them, and also to medical projects in Guatema¬ 
la and El Salvador. The need is still there. Too 
many people are dying for lack of simple medic¬ 
al care. 

Medical supplies of most types are still 
urgently needed. We can't handle items that 
have to be locked up or refrigerated or bulky 
items of equipment. Checks and money orders 
are welcome. None of the funds collected go for 
staff salaries or other administrative expenses. 

Please send letters and checks to: 

REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
Please send UPS and other packages to: 

REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 
C/O SOF Warehouse 
5735 Arapahoe Avenue 
Boulder, Colorado 80303 
All donations are tax deductible. Put a packing list with name and 
address of donor with each package, and indicate whether you 
wish to be listed as a donor In SOF. 


and long-range ballistic missiles capable 
of carrying nuclear warheads. All of the 
missiles are to be transferred to Iran via 
North Korea. In return, Tehran agreed to 
pay the Chinese and North Koreans some 
$250 million, to be remitted through the 
China Bank of Hong Kong. 

United States intelligence sources in¬ 
dicate that — at its present pace — Iran 
should be able to construct a workable 
nuclear device of its own by the turn of 
the century, eight short years away. In the 
meantime it may have three tactical nukes 
capable of being dropped from a plane or 
married to a ballistic missile. By all ac¬ 
counts, it is clear that the Iranians believe 
nuclear weapons are vital to the preserva¬ 
tion of their revolution and their expan¬ 
sionist plans for the future. 

Only if their “jihad” is backed by the 
power of nuclear weapons, say the mullahs 
now in control of Iran, will they be able to 
liberate the holy cities of Mecca and 
Medina, recover Jerusalem, purify the Is¬ 
lamic world and defeat the United States 
(which in their eyes remains “the Great 
Satan”) and its despised Western allies. 

Neil Livingstone is an adjunct professor 
at several institutions, including 
Georgetown University . A frequent con - 
tributor to SOF, his areas of expertise 
include terrorism and security topics 



Not just fast... FAST! 

Nobody would believe us... 
we had to show them. 

We showed the military, 
we showed the police. We 
showed weapons manu¬ 
facturers. Now they believe! 

The RAPID LOADER™ is the 


fastest, cleanest field-loading system for high- 
volume magazines available-period. 


AVAILABLE IN: 5.56/.223mm, ,9mm, 7.62x.39mm. 



Save money on expensive magazines. 

The RAPID LOADER " and 3 spare UNICLIPS” 

l _ _ _ _ ± (the equivalent of 3 magazines) 

only * 29.95 

Packaged ammunition available 
Dealer inquiries invited 


C3 Systems, Inc., HO. Box 485, N. Scituatc, RI 02857 
*Plus $3 Postage and handling. RI Residents add 7% Sales Tax. 
Protected under U.S. Patents 4,574,511 & 4,706,402 


Phone and mail orders accepted 

1 - 800 - 421-5142 


BERMUDEZ 

Continued from page 49 

stated they heard no noise and there was 
no blast, nor were there any powder bums 
on my father’s body. What kind of weapon 
would do that? 

Suddenly, my mind flashed back to an 
article I had read months ago in Soldier 
Of Fortune Magazine. It had described a 
Soviet assassination derringer with silent 
ammo [see “Mystery Bullet,” May ’90, 
and “Combloc Connection,” July ’90]. At 
that time, the article was interesting, but 
had no particular significance to me. But 
now I was sure I knew how they killed my 
father. 

I recalled a conversation with a friend 
who stated he knew someone who was 
present when the Soviet ambassador to 
Nicaragua gave the Sandinista leadership 
some special assassination weapons that 
gave off no noises, no flash signatures 
and no powder bums. 

The articles described a twin-barreled 
derringer with special ammunition that 
when fired operates a plunger-like mecha¬ 
nism, making no noise, no flash and leav¬ 
ing no powder bums. 

I contacted a friend who knew the wit¬ 
ness to the Soviet gift of weapons in Nica¬ 
ragua, sending him a copy of the SOF 
article. He, in turn, showed the picture of 
the weapon to Major Roger Miranda, Gen. 
Ortega’s top aide and privy to all 
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Sandinista political and military secrets 
until he defected in the late ’80s. 

Miranda is now in hiding, the 
Sandinistas having put a large price on 
his head. Through a roundabout means of 
communication, Miranda confirmed that 
the weapon shown in SOF was the same 
type of weapon given to the Sandinistas 
by the Soviet ambassador. 

General Oretga had more than enough 
reason to want my father dead. When my 
father returned to Nicaragua in January 
1991, thousands of former contras and 
many more thousands of their supporters 
openly begged him to once again become 
active and lead them. People were fed up 
with the Sandinistas and with the inept, 
cowardly Chamorro government. Many 
former contras were being hunted down 
and killed by Sandinista death squads, 
while none of the promises made to them 
were being fulfilled. 

When my father returned to Nicara¬ 
gua, he was the one person who could 
have made a difference. A Soviet derrin¬ 
ger with special assassin bullets changed 
all that. 

Nicaragua's only hope for the future 
is a binding referendum. The people have 
already spoken once, voting to throw the 
Sandinistas out — but President Chamorro 
refused to listen. Now a binding referen¬ 
dum supervised by the Organization of 
American States and the United Nations 
is the only way out. 

The following conditions must be met: 

• Ortega in or out 

• A total revamping of the justice sys¬ 
tem , with replacement of all judges who 
have sat in the past 50 years 

• Abolition of the army , to be replaced 
by a 5,000-man force that accepts no mem¬ 
bers who have served in any capacity in 
the contras , the national guard or the 
Sandinista army 

• Confiscation of all properties taken 
by the government or stolen in the past 50 
years , with return io their legal[ lawful 
and rightful owners 

• An international investigative force 
to root out perpetrators of all human rights 
abuses committed in the past 50 years , 
with prosecution of the guilty. 

None of these moves will bring my 
father back, but they will help to get Nica¬ 
ragua back into the fold of democratic 
countries. This is what he always wanted. 

Enrique Bermudez Jr. is an engineer¬ 
ing student in Florida: Marty Casey is a 
long-time contributor to SOF 


LA. RIOTS 

Continued from page 31 

Stanley Weisberg refused to let the jury 
hear that he had pleaded guilty to second- 
degree robbery of a grocery store in 1989, 
stating that the possible value of the evi¬ 
dence was outweighed by the potential 
that it could “unduly influence" jurors 



CamilluS 


The Few — 
The Proud... 
The Salute 
Continues 

US Marine Corps 
Commemorative 

For nearly 200 years, the US. Marines 
have been there. >, whenever duty 
called. Camillus built millions of knives 
for American servicemen in World War 
H, and our World War 11 commemorative 
series (begun in 1990) retails those 
fighting knives and celebrates the 
dedication, valor and sacrifice of 
America’s servicemen. 
Our third commemorative offering, the 
USMC2, features a high-luster, Sued 
finish, T blade with an 18-karat gold 
inlay of the American flag being raised 
on Mount Suribachi. Each knife comes 
with a solid oak display case.,. only 
2,000 will be produced. 

CamUius — Traditions and 
Innovations 


Camillas Cutlery' Company 
Camillas, New York 13051 



Mil TIME the SPECIALIST in quality 
IVIIL" I 11VIL.® MILITARY DESIGN WATCHES 

PRECISION WEST GERMAN QUARTZ ANALOG MOVEMENT WITH DATE 
DISPLAY • 12/24 HOUR MARKINGS • LUMINOUS HANDS AND HOUR 
INDICATORS • SOLID BRASS CASE • SHOCK AND WATER RESISTANT • 
STAINLESS STEEL BACK • SCRATCH RESISTANT MINERAL GLASS 
CRYSTAL • LEATHER BAND • BI-DIRECTIONAL TIME RING BEZEL • 
PLATED IN NICKEL, MATTE BLACK OR 18K GOLD DEPENDING UPON 
MODEL • LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY 


ACCURATE-RUGGED-HANDSOME 



VISA/MC ORDER TOLL FREE 

1-800-328-3227 

IN CA. 415-871-6726 


OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO 
MIL-TIME 

456 SAN MATEO AVENUE, SUITE 1 
SAN BRUNO, CA 94066 
ALL ORDERS ADD $3.50 (CAN. $7.00) S/H 
CA. ADD $5.07 TAX 

NO EXTRA S/H TO OVERSEAS MILITARY 


MODELS AVAILABLE: ARMY (SHOWN) 

MARINE CORPS, NAVY, AIR FORCE, 82ND 
AIRBORNE, 101ST AIRBORNE, 1ST CAVALRY, 

7TH INFANTRY SPECIAL FORCES ABN, RANGERS, 
COAST GUARD 


SPECIAL OFFER 

$ 69.95 
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COUNTERFEIT GUNS 

that are inexpensive to own and safe to display in your 
home. They are realistic, full size working metal models 
that look, feel, weigh and handle like the expensive 
originals^You can work the action, release the clip and 
dry fire these high quality models. 

CANNOT BE 
FIRED! 


ISRAELI UZI 
SUBMACHINE GUN 

Used by Israeli troops 
in the historic 6-Day 
War, the Entebbe Raid. 
Adopted 30 other 
nations as the most 
successful sub¬ 
machine gun on the 
market today. 


Over 72 parts 
folding metal stock 
detachable 32-round 
magazine. Length 25” 
Wt. 9 lbs. 
#01-705M.$310 PPD 


1921 

THOMPSON 

as used by FBI & U.S. 
combat troops. Over 59 
parts, including vertical foregrip, detachable wood butt¬ 
stock & 20-rd. magazine. Lgth. 35". Wt. 9.5 lbs. 

Disassembles like original. 

i#01-700 .$299 PPD 

Full size (non-firing) models iook, weigh, 
and handle like the originals. 



M-16 ASSAULT RIFLE 

The ultimate defense arm as 
used by S.W.A.T. forces. Made 
famous by U.S. troops in S.E. 

Asia. Full size. Bolt functions like 
original—over 70 ABS plastic and metal 
parts. CANNOT BE FIRED. Lgth. 39”. Wt. 5 lbs. 

Declared "non-gun” by the Federal Gov’t. 
#39-2707.$300 PPD 

FULLY ASSEMBLED 



M92 

AUTOMATIC 

This massive 9mm was 
chosen to replace the 
.45 auto. Made famous 
in Operation Desert Storm, 
this blued "non-firing" metal model 
actionworks like the original. Can be 
partially disassembled. L: 8.5: W: 3 lbs.J 
#22-1254.$102 PPD 

■colTector^ar-moury 

800 SLATERS LANE, DEPT. SO 
BOX 59, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313 

SEND:_ □ SEND FREE CATALOG 

Credit Card Orders: 1-800-544-3456 Ext. 515 


Not sold to Calif, except 
for theatrical use. 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 


CIT Y/ST ATE/ZIP _ 


MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED 


against King. But Judge Weisburg did per¬ 
mit the jury to hear that King was on 
parole at the time of the 1991 chase and 
arrest, and that terms of his release for¬ 
bade him to use alcoholic beverages or 
associate with felons. 

Nor would the judge permit testimony 
that King had traces of marijuana in his 
system the night of his arrest. Weisburg 
said the defense had not proven King was 
under the influence of the drug. 

Paul DePasquale, an attorney for ac¬ 
cused Officer Timothy E. Wind, argued 
that the drug test result was relevant be¬ 
cause it showed King had reason to resist 
arrest and fight the officers. “As a pa¬ 
rolee, King knew he would be sent direct 
to prison because the presence of canna¬ 
bis is a misdemeanor,” DePasquale stated. 

But prosecutor Alan Yochelson rebut¬ 
ted that the presence of marijuana in 
King’s urine did not prove he had used 
the drug in violation of his parole. “It 
could have been before the conditions of 
parole arose, and could have been in his 
body for several months,” Yochelson said. 
Weisburg accepted this argument. 

Also stricken was any mention of 
King’s arrest of 28 May 1991 on a charge 
of trying to run down an undercover po¬ 
lice officer after he had tried to pick up a 
transvestite prostitute. King was cleared 
of the charge two months later. 

In their summations, as reported by 
Serrano of the Los Angeles Times , law¬ 
yers “gave contradictory portrayals of 
King — that of an innocent victim of an 
unprovoked attack, or of a violent man 
whose beating resulted from his refusal to 
obey orders.” 

Attorney Michael Stone, speaking for 
Powell, said officers are not paid to win 
“second-place ribbons” when fighting ag¬ 
gressive suspects. He said they are nor¬ 
mal human beings who are fearful of “roll¬ 
ing around in the dirt with the likes of 
Rodney King.” 

If society demands that officers un¬ 
necessarily risk their lives, Stone said, 
“the thin blue line that separates the law- 
abiding from the not-law-abiding disinte¬ 
grates. These are not ‘Robocops.’ They 
hurt, and ... they bleed and they die, just 
like everybody else.” 

After many days of deliberations, the 
jurors acquitted the officers on all charges 
save one against Powell, that of unneces¬ 
sary use of force. On 15 May, a judge 
granted the district attorney’s request that 
Powell be retried on that charge. 

In a breach of common sense, if not 
any formal journalistic code of ethics, on 
the day after the verdict was announced 
the Los Angeles Daily News obtained and 
printed the names of the jurors. The 
Ventura Star Free-Press reprinted the 
Daily News’ story. A few days later, the 
Star Free-Press ran a letter from one of 
the alternate jurors, which read, in part: 

“Our judicial system dictates that when 
a person is on trial f he is judged by a 



All designs are in color on white shirts 


Sizes available: M, L, XL, XXL. 


STYLE# SIZE QTY TOTAL 



name 


D address 


city / state zip 

Make check or money order (NO CASH) 
payable to: CHROME IT! Inc. Mail to: 
Chrome It! Inc. 4631 NW 31st Ave.,Ste 
119 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33394. Please 
include $3.00 for shipping & handling (if 
ordering more than 5 shirts add $1 for 
each additional shirt) Fia. residents add 
6% sales tax. Allow four to six weeks for 
delivery. No COD'S. Doggie Style & graphics 
© Oscar E. Alonso/Chrome It! Inc.1992 
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BANK-LIKE SECURITY 


IMITATED BUT NOT EQUALLED 
LIFETIME WARRANTY 

STARTING AT $695.00 
FREE COLOR BROCHURE 


HAMBLEN SALES — 

609 CLIFFORD CT.. FT COLLINS. CO 80524 
PHONE (303) 221-5133 TOLL FREE 1-800-326-5133 
All pnces FOB American Fork. Utah - Prepayment required prior 
to shipping Pnces and model subject to change wdhout notice 


JEFF COOPER S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 



• •• THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS ••• 

Take the initiative and dominate your envi¬ 
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft: practical 
shooting, skillful gunhandling, mental con¬ 
ditioning and applicable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff. 

Consider the API Advantage: 

• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern smallarms techniques. 

• We offer courses in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level—introductory, refresher, 
remedial, intermediate, and advanced. 

• Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms conflict, both in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

• Our student-teacher ratio is three-to-one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 

• We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing sen/ices on the premises. 

• We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce¬ 
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 


WE ARE “THE FIRST WITH THE MOST” 


L 


For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 




NSim 


AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
P.O. BOX401-S 
PAULDEN, ARIZONA 86334 


group of his peers. It also dictates that 
when a citizen receives a jury summons 
that it is his civic responsibility to seri¬ 
ously fulfill that duty. Once seated on a 
jury , the system dictates which testimony 
and evidence will be presented. And once 
this has been done, the system further 
dictates jury instructions, which include 
strict and specific instructions on follow¬ 
ing the law . 

u And what happened when it was over? 
Our government leaders, including the 
president, condemned their decisions ... 
For eight weeks I was with these 12 men 
and women. They are responsible, intelli¬ 
gent and sensitive people . I saw and felt 
their tears and frustration while they were 
doing a difficult job, a job which our sys¬ 
tem expected and required them to do. 
And for doing their job, they were con¬ 
demned. ” 

Judge Morton I. Greenberg of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit 
said in a letter published in The New York 
Times on 15 May, “It will be a sad day for 
this country when criminal cases are de¬ 
cided in accordance with public opinion 
shared by media exposure rather than by a 
jury on the basis of the evidence before it. 
While the Los Angeles verdict demon¬ 
strates that we are not at that point yet, the 
people contending the verdict was wrong 
are pushing the country in exactly that 
direction.” 

Reed Irvine and Joe Goulden are with 
Accuracy In Media. For AIM's report on 
the King affair, write: 1275 K St. N.W., 
Suite 1150, Washington, DC 20005X 


BLADES 

Continued from page 19 

damage at 200 pounds, even after 
more than 20 pull-ups were accom¬ 
plished by the SEAL in question. 

By the end of the day, there was no 
question as to which knife the SEALs 
wanted. 'The Mad Dog ATAK simply 
outperformed the others considered, 
while also meeting the agreed-upon 
criteria set by the operators,” com¬ 
mented a senior evaluator. 

I was provided an ATAK for field- 
testing within days of the SEALs’ ap¬ 
proving the design. Fit and finish on 
both the knife and Kydex scabbard 
were excellent. 

McClung developed the scabbard 
with input provided by from SEALs. 
The Kydex body lets water drain from 
the sheath, while providing both knife 
and user with additional protection. 
Black nylon cord is wrapped around 
the body of the scabbard, with a single 
strap-’n’-snap security system working 
in tandem with the formfitting sheath 
to secure the knife. A leg tie-down is 
provided to cinch the knife up closely 
against one’s hip and outer thigh — 
one of the few workable (and comfort- 


Tactical^ 

Electronics 


i 


Laser 

^Site 




For pistol, rifle, only 2-7/8" x 3/4”! 

LATR1 Sub Mini Laser Site .$199.50 

80,000 Volt STUN GUN 

Mini size, with safety 
switch, made in USA. 

Check local laws for 
possession. STUN1 $49.50 

I Phone Taping System 

Automatic, ready to use, 
with extended play recorder. TAP20X $149 .50 

IMi+FM Voice Xmitter^ 

l///ra-$ensitive, hi perf kit, 

XFM300.$19.50| 

Also: 1 Mi+ Automatic Phone FM Xmitter KH • 
xmits 2 sides of conversation XTL300 $19-50 

FREE With any Order for Products Above: 
Explosive Paint Plans! 2 part mix, label¬ 
led dangerous. TR11 Plans.reg. $5.00 

Amazing Concepts 

• ORDERS: 800-221-1705 • FAX 603-672-5406 
Send Check, Cash, Money Order, COD, MC, Visa to: 
Dept SF, PO Box 719, Amherst, NH 03031 




The 10x50 Military/Marine 


The Steiner 10x50 will put you on a 
mountaintop or in the middle of a herd 
of antelope. With their excellent 
brilliance, you’ll be able to see images 
with incredible detail. Super bright 
50mm objective lenses let you 
penetrate darkness. Lightweight and 
rubber armored. Also available in 7x 
power. Available at a dealer near you. 
Call or write for our exciting new 
catalog. Choice of U.S. Armed Forces 
in Operation Desert Storm! 


Pioneer Research, Inc. 

216 Haddon Ave., Westmont NJ 08108 

(609) 854-2424 (800) 257-7742 FAX; (609) 858-8695 

Steiner Optft Canada, Inc. 

52 Chatham St. West, Suite 300, Windsor, 

Ontario N9A 5M6 Canada (519) 258-7263 

STEINERS 

GERMANY 
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able) such designs I’ve encountered. 

The ATAK’s blade is laser-cut from 
American 01-type high-carbon steel. 
After a unique 14-hour treat, the blade 
is double hard-chromed, then coated 
with a non-reflective Kalgard “skin,” re¬ 
sulting in a high-carbon steel blade 
both corrosion-resistant and fairly non- 
reflective. I was able to peel the Kalgard 
coating away from the point/tip area of 
the ATAK, but I’ve done the same on 
nearly every such blade subjected to 
this kind of testing. To replace the non- 
reflective option, simply spray the blade 
with flat-black paint. 

McClung’s handle is ergonomically 
designed to give a sure grip, regard¬ 
less of hand size. Formed from S-Glass 
epoxy composite, the grip is impervi¬ 
ous to damage. 

My own cutting, prying and lateral- 
stress tests confirmed what the SEALs 
had earlier discovered: The ATAK cuts 
cleanly and quickly, requiring no touch- 
up honing during three days’ testing in 
the desert. The blade performed well 
even after pounding the first 2.5 inches 
of cutting edge through steel banding 
material, a task normally reserved for 
tin snips. Prying open ammunition 
crates was no challenge whatsoever 
for the ATAK. 

At one point I managed to apply an 
enormous amount of lateral stress to 
the blade and watched it flex at least 
!4-inch from true. No damage was done 
to the blade, which returned to true as 
soon as I removed pressure. 

Carry-wise, I found the ATAK won¬ 
derfully comfortable. The scabbard sys¬ 
tem rides with the body during move¬ 
ment and does not interfere with sit¬ 
ting or prone positions. Removal and 
replacement of the knife in its sheath 
is quick, easy and usually silent. 

Overall comments from SpecOps 
people I showed the ATAK to were 
positive. Its simple, straightforward 
design and quality workmanship re¬ 
sulted in above-average performance 
across the board. McClung, a materi¬ 
als scientist who has developed a num¬ 
ber of exotic items for the CIA, is de¬ 
voted to creating working knives to 
meet the requirements of the user. He 
has succeeded with the ATAK, the first 
SEAL combat knife worthy of being 
considered so. 

A civilian model of the ATAK will 
become available in 1993. Of particu¬ 
lar note is that the SEALs’ new knife is 
made entirely in the United States. I’m 
immensely impressed with the ATAK 
knife. It is a 21st-century combat knife 
designed and developed around rock- 
solid performance requirements, as de¬ 
termined by professional users. 

For further information, you should 
contact Mad Dog Knives by phoning: 
1-800-4M AD-DOG^ 


BO GRITZ 

Continued from page 43 

jungle operations,” wrote retired U.S. 
Army Col. Alex McColl, formerly of 
MACV-SOG and a Soldier Of Fortune 
Contributing Editor. 

Unfortunately for Gritz and his troop 
of true Bo-believers, his Pied Piper tactics 
since retirement have not been uniformly 
professional — sometimes not even com¬ 
petent. For instance, on one of his forays 
into Laos looking for POWs, he led 11 
men into the jungle armed only with three 
semiautomatic UZIs. 

Monaghan had been initially invited to 
join Gritz’s POW rescue effort, but like 
several other former Green Berets, he 
bailed out early when Gritz’s judgment 
came into question. 

“From start to finish, it was a pipe 
dream,” Monaghan recalled. “He’s not 
able to always differentiate between fact 
and fiction ... preferring to live in a fan¬ 
tasy world. He believes whatever he’s into 
at the moment. And to that end, he will 
associate with anyone who will listen and 
give him the adulation he thinks he de¬ 
serves.” 

“I'm not a front 
man for any¬ 
body — I will 
never be used by 
anybody.” 

“His troops [in Vietnam] worshipped 
him,” maintained Howard Stevens, a 
former Green Beret comrade-in-arms. “I 
think the world of Bo. But sometimes I 
think he’s a 54-year-old kid looking for 
another war to fight. I can’t believe he’d 
affiliate himself with some of these 
people.” 

There are examples of Bo deliberately 
misleading his public. On 29 May 1981, in 
a speech at a Vietnam veterans’ luncheon 
at the Statler Hotel in Buffalo, New York, 
Gritz described his personal participation 
in a special-operations team mission in 
Vietnam where Staff Sergeant George 
Hoaglund was severely wounded and, ac¬ 
cording to Gritz, committed suicide to re¬ 
lieve the other members of the team from 
the burden of trying to get him out. It’s a 
good story, except for two things: Gritz 
was not present during the action in which 
Hoaglund was killed, and Hoaglund did 
not kill himself. 

Populist Party campaign literature con¬ 
tains some Gritz stretches. In numerous 
brochures, Gritz claims he was cited by 
General William Westmoreland as “the 
American soldier” of the Vietnam War in 
Westmoreland’s book, A Soldier Reports. 


But a review of the general’s book 
reveals only that Gritz was described as 
“daring,” and that Westmoreland charac¬ 
terized Gritz’s special ops exploits as “un¬ 
usual.” Westmoreland did praise Gritz's 
Cambodian forces on their amazing re¬ 
covery of a flight recorder from a U-2 spy 
plane shot down inside enemy territory, 
and he noted Gritz’s successful struggle 
to take the 3,200-foot Nui Ba Den moun¬ 
tain near Tay Ninh City. 

However, in Gritz’s version of the black 
box’s recovery, the team ambushed an 
enemy force, then interrogated a prisoner 
who led them to a base camp which they 
stormed, taking back the black box. Yet 
other members of the team say none of 
these things happened: They say Gritz just 
happened, by blind luck and coincidence, 
to find the black box in the brush. 

In an SOF interview for this article, 
Westmoreland said Gritz had taken a 
phrase from the book out of context. “The 
American soldier” was merely the name 
of one chapter and was “no reference to 
him [Gritz] at all. It was about many men, 
the typical American soldier.” 

Despite contrary facts, Gritz told SOF 
he was “not seeking alliances with anyone 
... I have no relationship with the Christie 
Institute and never have had a relation¬ 
ship with the Christie Institute.” 

“My campaign is very simple,” Gritz 
said. “I’m for the Constitution. I’m 
grassroots ... I do not believe that we’re 
going to be voting as Americans in 1996 
unless we restore our constitutional gov¬ 
ernment. And we’re not going to do that 
as ‘Republicrats,’ which is one party with 
two names when it reaches the presiden¬ 
tial level. If we don’t vote in 1992, by 
1996 we may be defending what few rights 
we have with bullets.” 

“Everything comes out of Rockefeller,” 
he added. “It’s all part of the Council on 
Foreign Relations, the Trilateral Commis¬ 
sion — it’s all globalist. George Bush is 
the ballcarrier and he’s got it on the 1- 
yard line, and it’s first and goal — we’ve 
got to stop them now.” 

As for Ross Perot, Gritz said, “Anyone 
that would support Perot right now, the 
way he stands, would buy a pig in a poke.” 
Gritz remains convinced that he will 
emerge victorious in November. 

“My candidacy will catch fire in Sep¬ 
tember or October, when the media wakes 
up to discover that I am on the ballot in 
enough states to win the election,” Gritz 
said. “And when I get my 15 seconds of 
national television time, I believe my state¬ 
ments will be a patriotic testimony to 250 
million Americans — they will deter¬ 
mine that it’s true. 

“Because I’m not a front man for any¬ 
body,” he said. “I will never be used by 
anybody.” 

Former Associate Editor Jim Pate re¬ 
mains a frequent contributor to Soldier 
Of Fortune.^ 
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All BDU's $28.95 each piece 


>, and is presently 
it wihin the 19th Sp 


100% Cotton Rip Stop: Navy Blue, 
Black, Grey, Olive Drab, Tiger Stripe, 
White, Woodiand Camo and 3-Color 
Desert Camo. 50/50 Fabric: Urban 
Camo (with White) Subdued Urban 
Camo (No White), Black, Navy Blue, 
Woodland Camo 50/50 $26.95 ea. pc.) 
XXL add $5.00; XXXL add $7.00 


LILEM 


‘The 

Arkansas 

Knifesmith” 


• Olive Drab Jungle Fatigues (Slant Pocket).$28.95 

• Two Pocket Tuck-In BDV Shirt_$28.95 

• AnoracK/Pullover Parka (Woodland Camo, Tiger 

Stripe, Olive Green, Black, Navy and Khak).$34.95 

• Hi-Tec Super Magnum boot.$68.95 

• Hi-Tec All Leather Super Magnum boot....$78.95 

• Desert Storm Boot (Tan), Official Issue.$54.95 

• Rough-Out Safari Boot (Tan).$32.95 

• Speedlace Jungle Boot (Black) Official Issue.$59.95 

• Comerdal Jungle Boot (Black, Olive Green 

and Woodland Camo)_$28.95 

• Assault Entry/Rappelling Glove (Gen. Leather) 

Fingerless $24.95 / Full-Finger.$29.95 

»Rubber Palmed Shooting glove (Gen. Leather) 

Fingerless $24.95 / Full-Finger.$29.95 

• Gerber Patriot Knife.$97.95 


Can or write for FREE Catalog. Mail proper amount plus $4.95 
(double for Canada) (TN residents add 7.75% sates tax) for 
shipping hand handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DIST R IBUTOR S, INC., 

|jS§p| 

7715 Kingston Pike, DepL, SF. Kncntvffle. TN 37919 -ORDER TOLL 
FREE 1-800-S217977 In TN (615) 566-5945 
_Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back_ 


THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout the world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The ' HOUND DOG” is a wise investment lor anyone wno has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the 'HOUND DOG” 

The "HOUND DOG” is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes. The "HOUND DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency 
The "HOUND DOG” is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the "HOUND DOG” outperforms 
most other units selling tor seveial times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962. Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 


Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other transmttere. 
Transmits up to * mite to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kl - up to 9V battery (not tod.) 

$19.95 


Call 407-725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping far Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 ehlpping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Mefooume, FI 32902. COD’S OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other specialty (terra 
enclose $200 to USI Corp. 


“Imitated f 

but /■ 

unequaled” 


Designer & Maker 
of the survival 
knives for the 
movies, "First Blood" 
& ‘‘Ramta'’ 


2721 So. Arkansas Ave., 
Russellville, AR 72801 (501) 968-2011 


Auto-Ordnance 

Corporation 


Box SF-09,, West Hurley, NY 12491 914 679-7225 


NIC Law Enforcement Supply 
500 Flournoy Lucas Rd.-#3; Box 5950-SNH 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5950 

Order # (318}-688-1365 Add $3 per order shipping 


□ □ □ 
M/C Check MO 


-Exp. Date_ I 

Fax 318-688-1367 J 


1911A1 
10mm... I 

Auto-Ordnance ^ 
has a complete line of 
19 n AI pistols in assorted 
models and calibers. 


Con foci your dealer or send 
$3.00 for color catalog. 


WAREHOUSE DIRECT 
on SAVE UPTO 60% BRAN 


Limited Time Collector's 
Special... $59.95 ea. or buy 
2 for only $99.95 

Reg. $109.95 ea. 
— (save $50) 


Original V-44 

WWII Combat Bowie with FirmGrip™ 
handle, solid brass crossguard and 
leather sheath. 13 3/4" 


420 Stainless 
' Steel Blade 


Camillus Marine Corp Fighting Knife just tike 

Dad wore. The original. 12" overall. . 


Special Forces Dagger comhat tested, stainless steel 

1 blade comes with Quikill boot/belt leather sheath. 8 5/8" overall. 


Call 1-800-367-9599 to order m X B 

24 hr/day or send check or money order plus $4.00 Shipping to: 

Eagle Mountain Knives 
P.O. Box 900 

Northport, AL 35476 _or( 


I finest materials! All designs are embroidered patches or direct 
embroidery: none are silk screened! Our caps are being worn by 
professionals world-wide! Your purchase is protected by our 
| money-back gu aran tee! (Shown above cap No. E9084) , 

I r QE9085 POLICE; Gold Embroidery - Black Cap 
□ E9086 SHERIFF; Gold Embroidery - Black Cap 
□ E9090 MilL. POLICE; Gold Embroidery - Black Cap 
I □ E9082 FBI; Gold Embroidery - Black Cap 
1 □ E9084 SWAT; White Embroidery - Black Cap 

I QE8001 SECURITY; Gold Embroid.- Black Cap 
□ E9088 DEA; Gold Embroid. - Black Cap 

I Q E8003 INVESTIGATOR; Gold Emb. - Black Cap 
□ E8004 BAIL ENFORCEMENT; White on Black Cap 

I Q E86A Bounty Hunter; Silver & Red Patch on Black 
Q E8005 PRESS; White Embroidery - Black Cap 


Q E9083 CIA 
QE33A CIA 
QE31A CIA 
QE32A CIA 
QE34A CIA 


White Embroidery - Black Cap 
Four Color Patch on Black Cap 
Four Color Patch on Navy Cap 
Four Color Patch on Camo Cap 
Four Color Patch on Navy/Wht. Cap. 


COMMUNICATION 

INSURES THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY 

Can you read this? 

QGDOR EOBCH AMVIM PEQXN 
HABNY JEZMB ETZHT QRNKB 
SPPFD VPHAJ CYWSK QGDOR 

Neither can anyone else!! 

Across the office or around the world, the HASTY 
Cryptosystem gets your message through, privately. 

In today’s society the threat of compromise to 
confidential information ® exceptionally high. The 
risk is greatest when transferring information 
between parties. The best defense is to alter the 
information so, & jeopardized, it wiH be uninteffigibie. 

The HASTY Cryptosystem is a One-Time Pad 
cryptographic utility providing secure message traffic 
between two locations. "One-Time Pad" implies FOR 
ANY ONE ENCRYPT PAD, THERE IS ONLY ONE 
DECRYPT PAD. This insures that other users of the 
system cannot decrypt your messages. The 


'K/oA (Xc yfrfSTfy COM 

4eefl my frtiva&r SS0 *K. TKUle* 

S? *>1601/9* Styf/f) 

One-way communications require one set of Pads. 
Two-way communications require two sets of Pads. 
(One Set=One Encrypt Pad and One Decrypt Pad) 

One Set of Pads...$19.99 

Include $1.50 S&H per set ordered (4 sels=$6.00) 
CO residents add 4.»% Sates Tax Allow 6-8wks 


Clandestine Arts Division OG 
P.O. Box 620161 Littleton, CO 80162 
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MACHINE GUN 

■ OWNER'S MANUALS fl 

■ ■ DESCRIPTION, SPECS., FUNCTIONING ■ | 

DISASSEMBLY/ASSEMBLY, CLEANING, REPAIR 
A MAINTENANCE, STOPPAGES A IMMEDIATE ACTION, . . 

I AND MORE, ILLUSTRATED, COMPLETE AND AUTHENTIC. HK I 
G3 (HK91) 54 PGS. SI 2.00, HK33 (HK93) 52 PAGES $12.00, UZII 
I 47 PGS. $9.00, MAC 10 35 PGS. $9.00, MP40 27 PGS. $8.001 
REISING SUBMACHINE GUN, 23 PGS., $6.00, BROWNING MA¬ 
CHINE GUN, CALIBER .30, WATERCOOLED, MODEL OF 1917, 
120 PGS., $7.00, HOTCHKISS MACHINE GUN, MODEL OF 1914.1 
8MM, 59 PGS., $7.00, MAXIM AUTOMATIC MACHINEGUN, .301 
CALIBER, MODEL OF 1904, 74 PGS., $7.00, BENET-MERCIE • 
MACHINE RIFLE, MODEL OF 1909, .30 CALIBER. 03 PGS., 
$7.00, COLT AUTOMATIC MACHINE GUN, MODEL OF 1095 .30 
I CALIBER, 53 PGS., $7.00, VICKERS MACHINEGUN, .30 CALI-1 
BER, MODEL OF 1915, 70 PGS., $7.00, WALTHER MPKAMPKLl 
1 SUBMACHINE GUN, 9MM, 23 PGS., $7.00, SWEDISH "K\ M45, 1 
M45B, 9MM, 24 PGS., $7.00. SURVIVAL BOOKS. 

11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., NORTH HOLLYWOOD 
CA 91601(818) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 


s pi 

3NING* | 


DUKE'S ARMY 
SURPLUS, INC. 

Quality and Savings 


Your Headquarters For A Complete 
Selection Of Genuine Military 
Equipment And Supplies 

FREE CATALOG 

1015-124 Atlantic Blvd. 
Atlantic Beach, Florida 32233 
(904) 390-6531 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
U-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 /4 ibs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector $200 
Detachable Side Panels $40 
Cheat Trauma Plate $35 
Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O.Box 1754 Dept SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 
Ph. (704) 847-8793 BAX: (704) 847-4447 



HOT 

GIRLS! 


TOPLESS GIRLS SHOOTING 
MACHINE GUNS! 

Also Making of HOT SHOTS 
See how we made the fiimi 
VHS ONLY 

HOT SHOTS.$38.85 

Making of HOTSHOTS.$34.05 

(Plus S3.95/ea. shipping) 

SPECIAL! $74.00 for both- 
we pay shipping! 

Send check or M0 to: A.M.M., 

Attn: Order Dept., 5580 Havana, 

Unit 6A, Denver, CO 80239 

■ OB CALL TOLLFBEE 

800-530-8359 




Basic Locksmith 


Techniques 



INCLUDES: 

• Video (VHS) 

How to Pick Locks 

• Professional Lock 
Picks 

• Instruction Manual 

• Catalog 


SEND TODAY! $79.50 +2.50 
handling $82.00 Check, Money Order, 
US Funds Only) 

-OR- 

Without Video (Same, instruction 
manual, professional picks, catalog) 
$49.50 +2.50 handling ($52.00 Check, 
Money Order, US Funds Only) 


Send $82.00 or $52.00 To... 

AMERICAN SYSTEMS 

2100 Roswell Road 
Suite 200C-223 
Marietta, GA 30062 


SNEAK-A-SM0KE 


PRIMACY? 


(Camouflage For Your Cigarette) I Avoid BIG BROTHER. 

The Sneak-A-Smoke is a cigarette j Best techniques for creating 

shield designed for the necessity 
of light discipline. j 


• Smoke at night without 
being seen. 

• Protect your cigarette in 

\ adverse weather. 

\ A\ # For smokers in the field 

or com ^ environment. 

• Perfect for security and 
\ \ \\ surveillance. 

v • Small, lightweight and 

U S A - durable with penclip. 

• Comfortably carried in pocket or clipped 
to gear. 

• Available in three camouflage colors: 

• Black * Woodland Green - Desert Tan 

The Sneak-A-Smoke™ provides the freedom to smoke 
in the dark without the risk of being seen. 



Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible’’ to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 


Nomadic Living 


■ Privacy from Taxes ■ 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT— and MOREl 

Visa/MC: 800-338-8484 

ONLY $18.95 


EOEN PRESS J__ 

| 11623 Slater "C". Box 0410-AP Fountain Valley. CA 92728 

I Your (□ Regular P&H, S3.00 (Pleaseadd! 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS,$6.00 to order.)" 
(California residents please add 7.75 l /a sales lax.l | 

□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. | 
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LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

• 12 " 

Add $1.05 Hndt. 



K-99-A 


Double edge 440 stainless steel bladb. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not FuUy Satisfied// 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT BK-9-SF 

156 Post Annua. Westbury, New York 11690 


frUltf PARTS 

%J il CORPORATtOW 

SUCCESSORS TO NUMBtCH ARMS 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #1f#ATALOG 


Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. A 600+page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com¬ 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 


fim’l fpHR!K35JT1 

MreanreTi 



GUN PARTS CORP. BOX S0F8 . W HURLEY,NY 12491 

914-679-2417 

FAX 914 679 5849 



INTERNATIONAL COMBAT TRAINING 


COURSES: 

★ Commando * Counter Terrorism 

★ Airborne ★ Raid/Rescue 

★ Executive Protection (Bodyguard) 

★ Estate/Yacht/Aircraft Security 

FIREARMS TRAINING 

★ Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns (All Levels) 

★ Machineguns/Suppressors 


SOF CONVENTION VIDEO 



Relive the excitement! 

1991 Las Vegas 
Soldier of Fortune Convention 
and 3-Gun Match. 

□ Expo Hall 

□ Pugil Stick Competition 

□ The Outrageous 
Firepower Demo 

_ Order _now! _ 

1 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE* 

| P.O. BOX 693. BOULDER, CO 80306 

or for faster delivery call 1-800-800-7630 

Name___ 

I Address___ 

I City_State_Zip- 

I □ Mastercard _ PviSA _ 

I Card *-Exp- 

Signature -- 

Quantity ______ 

1 $19.95 + $3.00 S&H. Colorado residents add 3.7% 


Address:_ 

City:- 

State:-Zip: 


WORLD'S Hntr MILITARY ARP AOVCRTURt ROUIRMIRT 


• DEPT. SF 1 

L 2855 Centennial Ave. Radcliff. KY 40160-9000 j 







At Your Command 

Take charge with U.S. Cavalry's high-quality 
military, outdoor and adventure merchandise. 
Over 100 full-color pages including official mili¬ 
tary uniforms, knives, survival and camping 
gear, working collectable firearms, target practice 
aids, personal protection devices, binoculars, 
and much more. For a catalog, send your name, 
address and $3.00 to:. 

Name:- 




FREE! 

Discount 
Knife Catalog 

• Save up to 50% or more 

• Huge selection 

• Top quality—no seconds 

• Fast service 

• Satisfaction guaranteed! 



5461 Kendall Street Dept. SF 
Boise, Idaho 83706-1248 
Phone: 1-208-376-0430 
Fax: 1-208-376-7608 




Develop the body you * ve always dreamed of having. 
Add inches to your chest, arms, and thighs. Sculpt 
your stomach, buttocks, and calves. The Body 
Sculptor tones muscles, and relieves stress and 
tension. Adjustable electrical impulses work your 
muscles more effectively than regular exercise. 
It’s medically proven, effortless and safe! 

Use i t at home, in the office, travelling, even while| 
reading or watching T. V. Results guaranteed in 30 
days or your money back! 

• 30- Day Guarantee 

• 2 Year Warranty 

• AC Wall Adaptable 

• Fully Adjustable 

• Complete Instructions 

• Makes a Great Gift 

• Shop & Compare 


BODY SCULPTOR 1004: 

Fully adjustable 
6-Pad unit w/ wall adapterl 
ONLY $220 1 


BODY SCULPTOR 179: 
Fully adjustable 
12-Pad unit w/ wall adapter 
ONLY $425 


* Please include $10 for shipping & handling • 

• Foreign orders add US$20.00 • 

CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

1-800-428-7825 EXT. 33 

O r send a C heck /Money Order to: 

David Steele Enterprises, Inc. SF 0392 

64 Lehigh Aisle, Suite 100, Irvine, CA 92715 
Sculptor 1004 (Qty):_Sculptor 179 (Qty): 


□ Check Enclosed 

P Visa/MC#_ 

Name_ 

Address 


□ Money Order Enclosed 
_Exp- 


City- 

jj Signature _ 
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CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — 2.00 per word per inser¬ 
tion — $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID. Ad 
copy must be typed or written dearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full 
payment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send sample of packet (packets will not be 
returned). Name, address and telephone number are to 
be included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 
693 = 2 words; 60306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as 
Dl. SGT. 20mm. U.S. count as one word each. Hyphen¬ 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. No personal services ads accepted. We reserve 
the right to refuse, delete or change any copy which we 
determine to be objectionable. Mail classified ads with 
payment to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. Classified Dept., 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder. 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE AD. 
VISED THAT SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALID¬ 
ITY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/ 
OR THE LEGALITY OF EVERY PROD¬ 
UCT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH 
PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK 
ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST 
POSTAL INSPECTOR AND ALSO CON¬ 
TACT OUR ADVERSING DEPARTMENT, 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT IN¬ 
TEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SER¬ 
VICE ADVERTISED TO jBE USED ANY 
ILLEGAL MANNER. ' 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine 
is a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be prod¬ 
ucts for which sale, possession or in¬ 
terstate transportation may be re¬ 
stricted, prohibited or subject to spe¬ 
cial licensing requirements in your 
state. Purchasers should consult the 
local law enforcement authorities in 
their area. 



TUNDRA 

SHEPHERDS 


Perfect Night Vision, 1,000 lbs. Jaw Pressure, 
1,000 lbs. Knockdown power, Ultra Keen 
Perception. The Ultimate Sentry & Loyal 
Companion. Top Quality German Shepherd 
Import Bloodlines. Alaskan Tundra Wolf — 
World's Largest Strain. Solid blacks for Invisi¬ 
ble Night Duty. Unconditional Guarantee on 
Genetic Defects. USDA licensed & inspected. 
Worldwide Shipping. Pups or /Adults. 6 color 
photos $3.VISA/MC accepted 

WKE Ltd. 

Rt. 1 Box 94 
Chebanse, IL 60922 
(815) 697-2678 


W.W. II COLLECTORS 


OYI It 10.000 11 I lls 


Hats-Sadges-Medals of all Nations. 
U.S. Officer's Cap (new from 
^original U.S. maker), tan with 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 

M.orlg.S88.00 

We pay postage. Our 260 page 
fully Illustrated catalog $6.00 
(Free with order) 

W.W.#2 Ltd.. Box 2063-T. St Louis. HO 63158 




WHERE DO OVER 8000 SUBSCRIBERS 
TURN FOR ARTICLES, ADS & NEWS ABOUT 
MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE? 

SUBSCRUE TO... 


MILITARY 



VEHICLES 


MAGAZINE 


DON T MISS OUT! 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

1 Year (6 Issues) $15 e 2 Years (12 Issues) $25 


P.O. Box 1748-L • Union. NJ 07083 
mi: makkliti./U i: 
nut MII.U UlY YI.HH I.LS 




ACOIMCNTM INSIGNIA & UICAAONAV 

• MS • AflF * BLOCK UlflTCH 

• PflAA • AM • CAMERONS 

• ASPQ • AN « OUAADS ate. 

Import Catalog $5.00 
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UPPLY 


Dept SOI 
NEWTON, NJ. 07860 

U.S. LARGE COMBAT 

FIELD PACK 

WITH FRAME (ic2-aueira«i 

00 

SPECIAL 

Original and current Gl issue Long Range Special 
Mission Model has a total of 6 outside pockets. 
'D' rings inside the main compartment to shorten 
pack rf not filled to capacity. Our pack is complete 
with Gl frame straps, Kidney Belt, etc. Rip Stop 
O.D. Nyfon wifi carry 70 lbs. easy. 

ORDBUNG INSTRUCTIONS; Hot* Onto, penal 
dacta or Via A Matter Cart gladly aceuM. NO 
__ —- COD's. AH merchandise it 1UM guamtaed. RetkMi 

35U[201 >948-6260 WW of Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto fUcs add Attar sWppteg. 
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Send $3.00 
For 200 Ham Catalog! 


O—c •625 MAGNUM'*' 

-BEWARE- 

The World’s Most Powerful Blowguns 
are DOWN & DIRTY! 

Write or Call For Immediate Info. 

J.W. McFARLIN COMPANY 
P.O. Box 209, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0209 
_Tel. (602) 855-8095_ 




EDEN PRESS < 


Up to $5000 free and clear—30 days. 

• Survive vr/o a salary • Cash Income. 

• How to be working In 48 hours. 

• Get college degrees by mall. 

• Recession-proof lobs, careen. 

• $108,000 credit on signature alona. 

• Business money secrets, sources. 

• Vlsa/MasterCard—no credit chock. 
FREE 40-fWffo catalog 

Box B410-AF * Fountain Valley, GA 92728 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE — 1992 EDITION NOW 
IN SOFT COVER —The Most Devastating Manual Ever 
Published! Over 1000 Entries. Completely Cross-Refer¬ 
enced. It would take 15 books to Equal the Information 
Jam-Packed in this Giant 0 1/2X11 Volume. $19.95 
plus $3.50 shipping/handling to Anchor Publishing, P.O. 
Box 2630-B, Landover Hills. MD 20784. Visa/ Mastercard 
Orders Call 24 hours, (000) 440-6200. (179) 



STEALTHY PHONE DEVICES 


VOICE CHANGER 

• Creates complete anon unity on incoming 
or outgoing calls 

• Portable pocket size (3.75" X 2^5") 

• Can be used on any telephone 

• Radically changes the way you sound; 
makes voice higher or lower at push of a 
button 

(Sugg. Rcua $8955) ONLY $39.95 
TAP DETECTOR 

• Protects phone, computer, modem, FAX 
or telex machines 

• Lets you know if anyone is listening in 
on your home or office phone 

• Provides security <fe peace of mind 

(Compare at $29.95) ONLY $24,95 
Call (800)428-7825, Ext. 33 or send 
check or money order to: DS E, Iiku, 

64 Lehigh Aisle, Irvine, CA 92715_ 



APPAREL 


FRENCH ARMY CAMOUFLAGE, Current issue “Lizard" 
pattern camouflage suits. NEW $70.00. matching cam¬ 
ouflage caps $15.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
60221 MasterCard & Visa accepted! (179). 


CAMOUFLAGE FROM 50 NATIONS! New catalog of 
rare & unique military camouflage from around the world. 
$1.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (179) 


.50 CAL. BROWNING BULLET KEYCHAIN 



SEND $6.95 + $1.00 SHIPPING TO: 

D.T. ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 4543 
W.PALM BEACH, FL 33402 
SEND $1 FOR CATALOG. FREE WITH ORDER. 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again! 
Complete, uncensored edition. Send $22 to Barricade 
Books, PO Box 1401-Z, Secaucus, NJ 07096 (100). 


FARMERS BOOKS specializing in German Military His¬ 
tory WW1 and WW2. Send $2. for catalogue to Farmers 
Books, PO Box 2111, Mission Viejo, CA 92690 Issues 
(179). 


SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS 
The Automatic Knrfe Resource Guide and Newsletter - . 
How and where to buy 'em! The only complete guide to 
domestic mail-order dealere. Pictures, prices, great ar¬ 
ticles and more! Send $10. single issue or $30. one year 
(4 issues) subscription to THE NEWSLETTER", 2269 
Chestnut St., Suite 212, Dept. SOF, San Francisco, CA 
94123. (179). 


MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin Press 
has been described as The most dangerous press in 
America." Millions of satisfied readers disagree. Outra¬ 
geous and controversial books and videos on firearms, 
exotic weaponry, unconventional warfare, espionage and 
investigation, personal revenge, privacy, action careers 
and more! To order our 50-page catalog send $1. to: 
Paladin Press. Box 1307-2GQT, Boulder, Colorado 
00306. (303) 443-72250. (102). 


IMPROVISED MODIFIED FIREARMS: Deadly Home¬ 
made Weap-ons. by J. David Truby & John Minnery - 
Take away free people's firearms, and they will make 
others. Through vivid descriptions and rare photos, this 
book documents the extremes to which people -includ¬ 
ing armies, gangs, guerrillas and prisoners - will go when 
normal supplies of firearms are denied. 5 1/2x0 1/2, 
softcover, photos, 296 pp. Send $25.95 ppd to: Paladin 
Press, PO Box 1307-2GQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 
443-7250. (179). 


WORLD’S MOST UNUSUAL POLICE CATALOG! 112 
color pages; Badges: ID Cards: Books; Ammo; Weap¬ 
ons; Spy Devices; Posters, etc; $3.00; Call 1-900-226- 
2444 for Shipment! Guaranteed! NIC, Inc., Box 5950 CF, 
S’Port, LA 71135-5950 (179) 


THE PREDATORY FEMALE by Rev. Lawrence Shan¬ 
non available from Banner Books, P.O. Box 70302. Reno. 
NV 89570 $8.95 plus $4.00 shipping (carried on-board 
by airline pilots worldwide) A Field Guide to Dating & The 
Marriage-Divorce Industry (180) 
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WANTED: MEN OF ACTION! True Crime, pirating, in¬ 
vestigation, huntngArapping, outdoor cooking, wilderness 
skills, survival and police science book catalog -$1.00 
Gaddis Publishing, Box 411476-SOF, Los Angeles, Ca¬ 
lif. 90041. (183). 


BECOME A REPO-MAN! Earn high income. 
Completecourse gets you started. For FREE info: SASE, 
King Repo. 10387 Friars Rd. #103, San Diego, CA, 92120 
(180) 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination, research ma¬ 
terials. Videocassettes, photographs, literature, Zapruder 
film. Catalogue: $3. Collector's Archives: Box 2 
Beaconsfield, Quebec. H9W 5T6. (189) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or exist¬ 
ing small business. Grants/loans to $500,000. Free re¬ 
corded message: 1-707-449-8600. (KW5) (182) 


COLLECTORS 


WWIl RELICS! Cheaper than certain “well-known" relics 
dealers! We beat their prices for flags, daggers, medals, 
helmets. Catalog $5. (refundable). Telephone (612) 689- 
1146. Militaria, Box 261-D. Cambridge, MN 55006. (179) 

UNITED NATIONS BERETS, sky blue beret with gold & 
silver wire embroidered U.N. badge, unissued $30.00. 
A.HA, Box 21606. Denver, CO 80221 (179) 

SPECIAL BOAT SECTION Accurate repro of ultra-rare 
WW2 British 2SBS beret badge. With photo of original 
and historical notes $20 airmail. Jackson, 3 Lower Folly, 
Wilton Sp2 ONB, England (179) 

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, T-shirts, posters, camouflage. World's biggest cata¬ 
log, $3.00. Krupper, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208 
(190) 


240 Pages of stuff too hot to handle for local stores! 
Unique and unusual security products, surveillance and 
countermeasure items. Also 130 page video surveil- 
lancecatalog! ORDER TODAY! 

"Jesus is Lord" 

813-684-8081 or Send $35.95 for both 
or$19.95ea. to: 

The &pj Shop Catalo5 

201 South Kings Ave. #5 
Brandon, FL 33511 


I SHOCKING MRNURLSH I 


Survival Electronics, Computers, Security. Weaponry. Rock¬ 
etry, Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical. 100t oflors include 
Special Projects and Technical Research Services, and herd- 
ware Confidentiality Guaranteed! Send £4 for new Combined 
Catalog. By John Williams, former Senior Engineei (Lockheed), Professor 
of Computer Science (NMSU), As 9een on CBS *60 Minutes, 1 Since 1971. 

consumERTRonics 

2011 CRESCENT DR., P.O, DRAWER 537 
I ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310 (505) 434-0234 


RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES. Medals 
and uniforms for sale. For a list send $1 to Kaplans, Box 
890638. Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (180) 

VIETNAM TIGERSTR1PES, ThaiA/ietnam pattern wom 
by Special Forces & S.EAL's: NEW $72.00 suit; match¬ 
ing boonie hat $16.00. AHA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 (179) 


EDUCATION 


TERMPAPEfi ASSISTANCE. 19.278 topics available' 
306-page catalog—rush $2. Research, 11322 Idaho, 
#206EX, Los Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 
1-800-351-0222 (California: (310) 477-8226). (188) 


EMPLOYMENT 


OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100.-$1,000. daily Now hir¬ 
ing. FREE list. ZINCS 117, Box 585, Dearborn. Ml 48120 
(179) 




FULLY AUTOMATIC 

DQQK • Obtaining Legal Forms 
- - o uni wo Proper Applications 

JHdMHP* ohUWo • Approval Cost 
** 'Wp 2 ^ Machine * No Conversion Gimmicks 

B^ Pistols * UfWmate Protection 


• Ultimate Protection 


PUBLISHER UNLOCKS 
LEGAL PROCEDURES 

. ia JSamtjJuTunnsr'Cijsti* A si iTimcPulilishiid^ j 


g7*"*«~** FEEL SAFE SECURITY I 

19 7610 E. Bell Rd, Ste #2-147*Phx„ AZ 85022i 

^r£5'. c £ 14M^59-5942_91 SB I 


1500+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Deoler Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER’S MFG. CO. 

4015SF PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, 1161354 

(815) 223-1 159, Ask For David 


WANTED-PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARDS & INVES¬ 
TIGATORS. International Security & Investigations - "The 
90 s growth industry” Act Now! - Send SASE to B.A.S.E.C., 
Suite 111, 110 N. Greentree Rd., Tumersvflle,NJ 08012. 
(IBP) ___ 

OFFSHORE JOBS! Immediate openings! AJI Skills! Work 
month/home month! Free details! Write today! Offshore. 
Box 4478-10, Biloxi, MS 39531 (enclose stamp). (179) 
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THE 

SPOOK 

BOOK 


Forbidden Technology 

MIcK Tyner 


y, jmrii I Stop being a victim!One Third of all speeding 
/ i}& ticketsarewrong!ThefladarJammer’sCooJr 

Book stows af/the angles on threat detection, 
X- and K-band jamming, radio jamming, con- 
V0 Y i ammin 9. chaff, nigh-speed evasion, 
“stealth, "and passive/active measures to beat 
Br+rdr photo radar, plus detecting and jamming LA- 

PC/CM MHI $ER SPEEDGUNS! Sprawling 8.5x11 format, 
Efcctronic warfare profusely illustrated, $33 domestic PPD. Or- 
on the Highw ay deryourcopy today! Registry Distributing, 200 

toiwd Union Blvd, Suite 430, Lakewood, CO, 80228. 

_ SOLD ONLY TO ENTERTAIN! 

The book that blew the lid off Forbidden Technol- _ 

ogy! Building Tellon™-coated bullets, rearming in* j LJ L 
ert grenades, secrets ol titanium warheads, hy- H HL 
persecure encryption, rocket weapons, clandes- A HAAI/ 
tine pyro expose, wearing a wire, defeating alarms, ^ 
forbidden tech marketplace, surveillance photog- TT \ 

raphy, computer viruses, scrambling/descram* Qfjffjlf 
bling, ultrasonic weapons, morel 8.5x11, 258 Dwwi\ 
meaty pages. A fresh & ludd look at Forbidden a Strange & Dangerous Look at 
TechnoJogy!$33domesticpostagepaid. Registry Forbidden Technology 
Distributing, 200 UnionSiva, Suite 430, Lakewood, Mick Tyner 

CO, 80228. Sold only to inform. --- 

fS ji| Want to hear a whisper from behind dosed doors? 

burveiliance Surveillance Audio Amplifiers shows the way. 

■ i. _ See inside today’s ultra-high-gain, ultra-low-noise 

AUQIO spy amps. Get $1000 performance on a $10 bud* 

A get! *- earn how to access incredible No-Noise™ 

AmDIITierS technology and the Zeta Noise Blocker™. See the 

f astounding SoundField™ microphone and go out- 

electronic door scannin 9 w 'th a binaural microphone! Design 

SUPER-HEARING your own filters & equalizers, use special preamp 
HpnaMHH chips like a pro! Projects galorel 8.5x 11,264 pag- 
lJSL 2SS5SS es > R rofuse| y illustrated. $33 domestic postage paid. 

Registry Distributing, 200 Union Blvd, Suite 430, 
y -Lakewood, CO, 80228. Sold only to inform. 


BE A LOCKSMITH. 

Moneymaking Career Opportunity. 
Send for a FREE Book to the 
Locksmithlng Institute 
Dept. 604-092 Fairfield, NJ 07004 


Audio sas 
Amplifiers 



ACCESSORIES! 
AND PARTS 


BEAPARALEGALll 

America’s No. 1 home study paralegal | 
program. Attorney-instructed. Prepare 
now for your law career! School of Para- . 
legal Studies, DeplLK171 2245 Perim- 
eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. I 

FREE CAREER BOOKLET: ■ 

CALL800-223-4542 


World s Most Fascinating Police Catalog! 





RGUNS 

iqQ 'A’atfnm A™., RT 31 
uarpuryurawlD. IL 60110 
l.’inaiL V! Dwjh: i c- hAK 

FAX IG8-4?S-4*71 
IMM6QIA.7F SHIPPING VISA MC 

Ser-j fiJ.-Uu tor n^rta u id Anccsuor c±. calalaq. 

I 5-1Ircm -ajcti zal.ilag will bp danalxid la NRA. 
I iruy atct&sories and guns, top S pe>d. 


NAZI GENERALS CAP 

State .... S.M. or Lg. Size ■ *88.00 

Shoulder Boards.Set - 31.00 

Cotar Tata. Set - 16.00 

Complete, . . . Knights cross - 21.00 
The Complete Set IN STOCK 
ail 4 . Si 37.00 We pay postage 
i Catalog » $5.00 Free with Order 


W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063F St. Louis, MO 63158 


SUCCESSFUL PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS. Earn over 
$100,000 yearly. Specialize! Send for "Guide to Worker's 
Compensation and Background Investigations” $29.95 
to ATA, Box 517, Colorado Springs. CO 80901. (179) 

ACCREDITED DEGREES — Police Science. Security, 
Business Administration, etc. through correspondence 
— Catalog: U.S.-S4.00. Foreign-$6.00 (American cur¬ 
rency) — St. John's University 31916SF, University Circle, 
Springfield, Louisiana 70462-91008. (184) 


FIREARMS & ACCESSORIES 


SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO AND MUNITIONS. Reload 
your own: Tracers. A.P., Incendiary, H.E. Ammo, 12 Ga. 
Flares, Thermite/Smoke Grenades and many others. 
SASE for free list. T. Tyler, Box 2700F. Huntington Beach, 
Ca 92647 (1B0) 

REPLICA GUN CONVERSIONS - How to convert the 
non-firing replica guns into workable and firing weapons. 
New booklet reveals proven method. Send $12.50 to 
Creative Concepts. 931 S. Roselle Rd., Dept. 202-(SOF), 
Schaumburg. IL 60193 (179) 


112 pg. Catalog 
Badges; ID Cards; 
Books; Clothing; 
Ammo; Weapons 
Spy Equip; Posters; 
Hats & more! 

World's Best Catalog! 


I EXPERIENCE 



Send $3.00 for 
Catalog, or Call 
1 -900-226-2444 
for RUSH shipment! 
FREE $3.00 Coupon 
included with 
each catalog! 



MILITARY SPEC. STITCHING AND MATERIALS 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE: CALL 1-800-392-0404 


ADVENTURE TECHNOLOGIES GREEN BAY, Wl 54305-2031 P.O.BOX 22031 


VIKING RING 



NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 


BUMPER STICKER $2.00 “Capital Punishment Stops 
Repeat Offenders" SASE to: Vogel Enterprises, 15300 
East 10 Mile. E. Detroit. Ml 48021 Phone: 1-313-774- 
2711, Dealers Welcome. (180) 

BOMB BAGS. Squeeze it, drop it, wait about 5 seconds. 
BOOMB! Makes a loud exploding noise. Startling, harm¬ 
less. fun. One dozen bags $9.75 postpaid. Sunset. P.O. 
Box 927, Skowhegan. ME 04976. (179) 


STOP VIOLENT ATTACK! Strongest handheld protec¬ 
tion. Immediate Free Information. LAR. 304 Newbury St.. 
#262, Boston, MA 02115- (179) 

40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opporiu 
nities. Home businesses. Get new identity, credit, de¬ 
grees. Foreign passports. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SR, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (180) 

FREE CATALOG—Military flags, patches, pins, license 
plates, posters, badges. Custom military/government 
certificates, awards, diplomas-authentic logos. 
CouchPotato Publishing, 8642 Centre. Largo. Florida 
34647-1239 (179) 


INSTRUCTION 


BOXING INSTRUCTION for self-defense/fitness from Viet¬ 
nam vet/CA St. Athl. Comm. LS67, Roger King (213) 
666-7892 or (800) 992-4164 (179) 


jr -. 

—H 

r * 


KNIFE 

CATALOG 

Discount prices ori"•■I'PUd 

brand name hunting, collecting, 
work and survival knives. Fast ser¬ 
vice and guaranteed satisfaction. 
Visit our showroom In the Smokies, 
home of "The World's Largest Knife 
Showplace‘1 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN KNIFE WORKS 
P.O. Box 4947SZ, Sevierville, TN 37864 


BOUNTY HUNTERS WANTED 


Nation-wide need for Ball Bond Investigators. 

Over 3,700 Bail Bond agencies are experiencing a 
greater number of bond skips. Get your foot in the door 
as a Bail Bond Investigator. Message tells how! 
Have pen and paper ready. Call 1-900-988-9808, ext. 228. 
($2/mln./5 minute call) Off duty military welcome! 


Men & Women! Make BIG Money!! Be a... 


PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATOR 


“Clue” into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
with your own P.l. business! $100,000 a year or more made 
as your own boss! Amazing one-of-a-kind business 
home-study course tells ail! Train to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Quickly learn: 

* How to get on the “fast track” to big money 

* All fundamentals of private investigation and 
surveillance 

* How to start your own detective agency 

★ Where to buy state-of-the-art electronic detection 
equipment 

★ How to operate from home, no investment required 

★ ID Card & Diploma awarded! 

Free Information: 



KNIVES & BAYONETS 


THE BEST OF KNIVES AT DISCOUNT PRICES! Free 
catalog. C J Enterprises. 7114 Dale Street, Dept. -SF, 
Pensacola, Florida, 32503-7249. (179) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MEET WOMEN WORLD WIDE Free 32 pg photo cata¬ 
log. America's most respected correspondence club since 
1974, Cherry Blossoms, 190FT Rainbow Ridge, Kapaau, 
HI 96755 808-961-2114 (182) 

ORIENTAL LADIES WANT HUSBANDS. Overseas cor- 
respondence. The ladies you can’t meet in bars. Intro¬ 
ductions, 2421 Pratt N230sf, Chicago, IL 60645. (179) 

MILITARY MEDALS CATALOGUE $1.00, Ten issues 
$8.00. Vemon. Box 890280SF,Temecula, CA 92589*0280 
(184) 

EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, ENAMELED PINS Your de- 
sign, free booklet. A.T. Patch Co., Dept. 133, Littleton, 
NH 03561. (603) 444-3423. (Fax: 603-444-2371). (182) 

FOREIGN MILITARY PARACHUTIST/ELITE INSIGNIA 

list covers 80+ nations. Also includes USSF and repro. 
MACVSOG patches. USSF & Airborne blazer badges. 
$2.00. Contact: C&D Enterprises, P.O- Box 7201, Arling¬ 
ton, VA 22207. (179) 

BULLET-PROOF-VESTS-Top Quality. Up to IV protec¬ 
tion available. Tactical, Military. Police and Concealable 
Vests available as well as EOD suits. Catalog: $5.00. 
Appleby Enterprises. 2426 Elm St.. Harrisburg, PA 17103 
(180) 
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German 1942 Mfg. ORIGINAL sand ft dust goggles, 
still in their pocket pouch. 

Tan Ofc. caps —Mew REPLICA. State S-M- or 
t 4 Size Both - Only $39.00 

We pay postage. Our 250 page (utty ilustrated 
catalog $5 00 (FREE with order) 


OVER 40 000 ITEMS IN STOCK 


Box 2063-F St. Loult, MO 63198 


AFRICA-KORP. CAP & GOGGLES 



CROSS CREEK TRAINING ACADEMY 
IMPORTERS AND TRAINERS 
of ONLY the HIGHEST QUALITY 
Belgian Malinois & German Shepherds 


HOME PROTECTION / POLICE SERVICE 
OR SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

Excellent for the Family with Children 
THE BREEDS OF CHOICE BY ARMIES 
& POLICE DEPARTMENTS WORLD WIDE 

Trtined nd certified or tumined d ngi av ailable 
We wfll mine dog for year individual oceda. 

P.O. Box 7368, North Auguau, SC 29841 
(803)279-8716 • Cell or write fa our brochure 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


CAPTURED IN AFGANISTAN: Soviet berets, belts, hats 
(officers and winter), etc. Send $1.00 for list and pricing. 
TSG, PO Box 154, Suite 104, 200 Main St., Huntington 
Beach CA 9264B (179) 


MALE POWER PACK. Creates /builds muscle, strength, 
stamina, endurance. Can elevate testosterone level 
200%. Enhances virility. Safe. Free info. 1-800-878- 
8844. (179) 


BUY WHOLESALE ... All types products. Get best, low 
prices from factories in Philippines, Taiwan, Hong Kong 
and U.S.A. Free report on lowest wholesale sources. 
J&M Enterprises. 3047 S.E. 21 Court, Okeechobee, FL 
34947 (179) 


***DANGEROUS INTINERARY*** Traveling to the Third 
World? Operating in Marine environment? Exposed to 
infectious diseases? Be prepared with Marine medical 
systems from fieldpacks tro polymer cases, our selected 
prescription medications are second to none. 1-800-272- 
3008, Professional Pharmacy in CT 1-203-866-3372, A 
military pharmacist's consultation is timeworthy. (1B9) 


TRIANGLE FORT, MEKONG DELTA, VIETNAM: 10 X 
14 color photo suitable for framing - $11.95. Brochure $1 
(forts, towns, countryside, helicopters). Tim Kerr, P.O. 
Box 9342, Seattle WA 90109 (179) 


DESERT STORM PICTURES Couldn’t be there? Now 
see what you missed! Destroyed tanks, bunkers, planes, 
oil fires. The Road to Death". 50 pictures $15, Quick- 
Pics. P.O. Box 724, Baldwinsville, NY 13027 (180) 


DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credit is no problem. 
We’ll help. Licensed/Bonded. Apps accepted $500- 
$50,000. Not a loan company. UAC Dept. SF, PO Box 
26295. Birmingham, AL 35226 or call 1-000-326-0284. 
(179) 


CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2.00 for police catalog. B-PEC 
Dept. SF192, Box 7636, Sunnymead. California 92552. 
(187) 




“As a heterosexual gun 

enthusiast, it’s a must see: 
GGB Champ Joey Scavuse 

“Knockout Women. 

Shooting Knockout Weapons! 
The BEST gun video ever.” 

Inti Weapons Expert 
Scatty Trost Jr. 



Send check or M/O to: 
Knucklehead Productions 
P.O. Box 291130 
Hollywood, CA 90029 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 

^ 1940 through Current 

Large Catalog, $3.00 

SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 




SURVEILLANCE 


SHERWOOD - Hie first name In surveillance 
equipment Complete line of investigative, 
communications & countermeasures equipment 

CONTACT THE SHKVEIUANCE SOCIALISTS 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
PO Baa 9KS, iPA IS** 

( 119 ) 357 ms 


AFFORDABLE RETIREMENT. Philippines. Florida of 
Asia. Beautiful English-speaking islands and the dollar 
to peso exchange guarantees a bargain. For booklet on 
retirement send $6.95 plus $1.90 postage and handling. 
Money refunded if not satisfied. Robert Lane, 755 South 
Selkirk Avenue, Thunder Bay. Ontario. Canada P7E 1V3. 
(179) 


STEALTH TECHNOLOGY - Radar abatement device - 
prevents measurement of your vehicle speed-legal- In¬ 
formation $3.00 or $ 189.95 U.S. (M.O. only) + $12.95 
S&H: Stealth Technologies 1225 E. Sunset Dr. t Suite 
500, Bellingham. WA 98226-3529 (180) 


GREAT FUN - America’s “Most Interesting" Home Vid¬ 
eos Contest: enter, pick winners or both. SASE: ELSOF/ 
A, Suite 111. 103 Washington, Morristown, NJ 07960 
(179) 


GET MASSIVE My proven system builds the physique 
you want fast. No tricks, no gimmicks, just rock hard 
muscle. If you can handle it send 5.00 P.D. Nichols, 
1500 Pine #203, Omaha. NE 68108. (179) 


PROGRAM YOUR BRAIN LIKE A COMPUTER with Sub¬ 
liminal Time-Compression. Instant self improvement tech¬ 
nique processes mind control data that the subconscious 
acts on. FREE catalog: 1-800-654-6999. (179) 


UNITED STATES SPECIAL FIELD FORCES: Govern¬ 
ment chartered. Needs leaders as volunteer officers, in 
home town. Courageous, self-reliant, 18 or older. $2. 
Brings information, applications for commissions. Write: 
General: Box 432, Camp Bradley M.B., FL 32066. (184) 


MEET THAI/ASIAN WOMEN! seeking romance, 
lifemates, through correspondence. 200 photo catalog. 
Brochure: TAL, P.O. Box 11495 (SOF) Honolulu, Hawaii 
96828. 808-734-0099 (161) 



LARGEST INVENTORY IN THE U.S.A. t 


* FULL SIZE US MEDALS 

• UN AND RVN MEDALS 

* MINIATURE MEDALS 

• OFFICAL RIBBONS 


. SKILL BADGES 
. DISPLAY CASES 
. MANUALS ON 
CLAIMING MEDALS 


- RANK BADGES . PATCHES.... ALL GUARANTEED I 
SEND $2.00 TODAY FOR ALL NEW COLOR CATALOG l I 


MEDALS OF AMERICA 

I929S2 FAIRVIEW ROAD 
FOUNTAIN INN ,S.C. 29644 


Be a DETECTIVE 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 

MEN — WOMEN — 

TRAIN AT HOME FOR 
AN EXCITING PART OR 
FULL-TIME CAREER 
AS A PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 
START YOUR OWN AGENCY 
OR WORK FOR OTHERS. 
LEARN ALL THE LATEST 
TECHNIQUES ~. 
FROM THE 

EXPERTS. S 

CALL NOW 617-721-4292 



GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
171C Park Street, Stoneham, MA 02180 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 
CITY _ 


STATE 



_ State_ 


_ Zip_ 


L School of Gunsmithing, Dept. GK171 j 

2245 Perimeter Pk., Atlanta, (Borgia 30341 | 


Become a gun 
repair expert! 


Address. 


Professional - 
level home study 
trains you to do 
expert work on all kinds of 
firearms. Call today for free 
literature: 800-223-4542. 

Name_ 


IMPROVISED TELEPHONE RECORDING TECH¬ 
NIQUES. Cheap. Easy, Effective, no special tools. $6.95. 
Dravas Technology, Dept.SOF9, PO BOX 356, 
Woonsocket Rl 02895.(179) 


I.D.CARDS & BADGES Military, Police, Security, Press. 
Weapons. Catalog $1.00 MAXSELL 3400 N.E. 12th Ave. 
Ft. Laud. FL 33334 (305)568-1480 (179) 


MILITARY SPECIAL CONDOMS, all your UNDERCOVER 
work. Send $3.00 for sample and order form to PRO- 
TEX-U, P.O. Box 98, Havelock, NC 28532 or Call 919- 
321-3622. WHOLESALE , RETAIL AND CUSTOM PACK¬ 
AGING AVAILABLE. (179) 


DIAMONDS! Learn how to build wealth fast using dia¬ 
monds! Learn how to buy diamonds and accumulate 
Instant equity! For details, plus addresses of 89 South 
African diamond exporters SASE plus $5 to Ed Gallagher, 
828 Royal, #5325, New Orleans LA 70116. (179) 
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CAPITALIZE 011 CRIME flag 


L\3-»CRJM£ P*E 
/( JdOUAK • 



PREVENTION 15 A MULTI-BILL) ON 

BUSINESS. OUR UNE INCLUDES 

the best protection spray devices. 

STUN GUNS, SOUND ALARMS, 

BURGLAR ALARMS * MORE I 


L.A. Uw Enforei 

404 Tmtk» Hid Dr. 
Yalwm. WAftWOt 



FREEDOM COUNTRY 



20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN- 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TTTLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
*Vkfeo Available* 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 MihvaiAee Street, Dept S 
Deer lodge, Montana 59722 — (408) 646-1000 



BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 

VHS ONLY $39.95 
By the massed bands of the 
Royal Marines. A spectacular 
rousing performance._ 


BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 


Never get another speeding ticket! The Radar 
Jammer’s Cook Book makes you an expert 
in threat detection, X- and K-6and jamming, 
radio jamming, convoy jamming, chaff, high¬ 
speed evasion, "stealth/' and passive/active 
measures to beat photo radar. Learn the psy¬ 
chology of electronic warfare—plus detecting 
and jamming LASER SPEEDGUNS! Profuse¬ 
ly illustrated, 8.5x11. $33 domestic PPD. Or¬ 
der your copy today! Registry Distributing, 200 
Union Bfvd, Suite 430, Lakewood, CO, 80228, 
SOLD ONLY TO ENTERTAIN! 


The 
Radar 
Jammer’s\ 
Cook'^L 
BookmSm 


Electronic Warfare 
on the Highway 


SEARCHING FOR SOMEONE? Find anyone in the U.S. 
inexpensively. National computer search $75. For Infor¬ 
mation, send SASE to: Hanna, PO Box 1343, Vacaville. 
CA 95696 (179) 


OPTICS 


OSPREY NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT including camera 
adapters. Below dealer cost! Call John Wood or Tol 
Cherry at Shooter’s World. Phoenix, AZ 602-266-0170 
(179) 


SECURITY PRODUCTS 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE AND COUNTERMEA¬ 
SURES devices video catalog and insider intelligence 
tape. VHS Ihr. 45 min. Bugs, scramblers, detectors, 
video traps, spy equipment demonstrated. $9.95 sent 
1st class. E.C.I.. Box 11, Powells Point N.C., 27966. 
(179) 


BECOME A PROFESSIONAL SKIP 
TRACERS MISSING INDIVIDUAL 
INVESTIGATOR! 


AMERICA *S FASTEST GROWING INVESTIGATION 

INDUSTRY . LEARN SKIP TRACING & HI INVESTIGA¬ 
TIONS. ACCOUNTS FOR OVER 60$ OF PI WORK & GENERAL 
INVESTIGATIONS. LEARN THE "RIGHT STOTT" TO TRACK 
DOWN & LOCATE SKIPPERS & Mis' THROUGH ATC'S EX¬ 
CLUSIVE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROCRAM - 552 PA¬ 
GES, 7 BOOKS IN 1 ! INCLUDES HUGE REFERENCE GLOS¬ 
SARY (OVER 800 CURRENT HAJOR PRIVATE & PUBLIC 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION), CHARTS, CHECKLISTS, ON¬ 
LINE DATABASES & MORE! GLOSSARY UPDATED ONCE A 
YEAR! THE BEST TRAINING PROGRAM ALL AROUND ! 

CONTAINS DOZENS OF EXCLUSIVE INVESTIGATION FEATU¬ 
RES & PATTERNS. LEARN IN LESS THAN 2 MONTHS. 

START AGENCY WITH MINIMAL INVESTMENT. TREMENDOUS 
OPPORTUNITIES - 50-100K - IN THIS "FIELD OF THE 
FUTURE". DMEDIATE COMfERCIAL APPLICATIONS FROM 
DAT 1 IN BUSINESS! 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION SEND $2.00 I RE¬ 
FUNDABLE 1 FOR ATC’S *lt» PACES INFO-PACK. 


ATC: THE LEADER IN TRACING 

EXPERTISE & Ml INVESTIGATIONS! 


American Tracing Corp. 

, 289 College Street , Burlington, VT 054018320 , 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 

MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 
100 s of Titles to Choose! 


CREDIT • EMPLOYMENT • EXOTIC WEAPONRY • MARTIAL 
ARTS • PRIVACY • NEW IDENTITY • DISQUISES 
• SURVEILLANCE • FIREWORKS and Much, Much Mora! 
Beat Prices and Selection. Money Back Guarantee. 
Cetaloa. SI. 00 

ALPHA PUBLICATIONS 

PO Box 308-M Sharon Center, OH 44274 


SECURITY DEVICES-COUNTERSPY EQUIPMENT: 
Transmitters, detectors, phone security, night vision, stun 
guns, more! Huge catalog $5.00 (refundable) Guardian, 
Dept. SF, P.O. Box 906, SLC, UT 84110-0906 (179) 

OC TEAR GAS: Shoots a shotgun pattern spray 15-25 
feet leaving your attackers helpless for up to 20 minutes. 
For a 120 gram unit send 19.95 postpaid to James Leath- 
erwood, 148 Old Colony Ave, Suite #317, Quincy, MA 
02170 (179) 


SURPLUS 


MILITARY SURPLUS & SURVIVAL ITEMS; Large in¬ 
ventory, new and used. Mail $1. (refundable) for price 
list: Hugh Wade's, 2120 West Reetfoot Ave., Union City, 
TN 38261-9732. (179) 

MILITARY CLOTHING, FIELD GEAR, BOOTS, flight and 
field jackets, and more. Call (408) 295-1136 for Free 
catalog. Lee-Jackson Mllitaria, PO Box 8663, San Jose, 
CA 95155. (179) 

GENUINE MILITARY SURPLUS and military gun acces- 
sories -East German surplus, too! FREE catalog. Multi 
Sales. P.O. Box 112, Arlington. WA 98223 (179) 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY CAMOUFLAGE, Summer 
catalog of genuine military camouflage from over 35 coun¬ 
tries! Catalog $1.00,1.M.S., Box 21606. Denver, CO 80221 
(179) 


Street Lethal "I 

I SPEED KILL I 

I 0* Can you Mt a man T1 times or mom In one second or less? I 
- 0* Can you drop a man to his knees with ene blow? 

| 0* Can you win a flgM in 3 seconds or less? 

I WE TRAIN PEOPLE WHO CAN! FREE DETAILS I 


6252 Dark Hollow Rd., Medfoi 

CUT OUT AND MAIL THIS AD 


!) 535-3188 




TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone line. Starts auto¬ 
matically when phone is answered. Records both 
sides of conversation. Slops recorder when 
phone is hung up. 



SU( leu. in. 


$ 19*95 


EACH Oh Ok a** 


Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other transmitters 
Transmits up to % mite to any FM rado -Easy to 
Assemble Wt • up to 9V battery (not tad.) 

For catalog of Transmtiers. Voce Scramblers and 
other specaky Hems, enclose $2 00 to USI Corp 

CaN 407-729-1000 or wnd * 19.96 + *1.00 
•Mpptng per Hem to: U8t Corp., P.O. Box 
8F-2062, Melbourne, FL 92*02 COD'S OK. 



SUPPORT SOF 
ADVERTISERS 


SURVIVAL 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Balls. Cartridges. 
Candles, Bombs. Pots, Grenades) - Largest selection 
anywhere. $3.00 gets our 56-page catalogue (refundable 
with order) of 500 products, many exclusive. Signus, Box 
33712-W31, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (179) 

SURVIVAL WILDERNESS, MEDICINE, BOOKS & VID- 
EOS - 300+ unique products in 34 page catalog - $2.00. 
FASS PACKS Box 117045SOF, Burlingame. CA 94011 
(180) 


TRAINING 


RANGER. AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD training. Catalog 
and information $6. ($10 foreign). USTC, 2020 N. Broad¬ 
way. Ste. 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706-2622. (179) 


NAVY SEALS VIDEOl New Low Prices! Complete mu¬ 
seum collection $19.95 each. Save money: Any 3 for 
$55! Any 6 for $99! “Someone Special 1989" 30 minutes 
color. "Navy Seals: Inside Look" 30 minutes color. "Men 
With Green Faces" 30 minutes color. "The Lonely War¬ 
rior” 30 minutes b&w. "Navy Frogmen" 30 minutes b&w. 
"Seals in Vietnam" 17 minutes color. "Seals On Patrol" 
15 minutes color. All sales benefit the UDT SEAL Mu¬ 
seum. Send check or MO to: LOTI Group Productions, 
PO Box 960311, Miami, FL 33296-0311 (180) 

NAVY SEAL WORKOUT VIDEO; Learn the exercise tech¬ 
niques of the Navy’s most elite commando force, only 
$29.95. B&L Enterprises. PO Box 151331, San Diego, 
CA 92175. (179) 
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fll Mar Knives 5755 SW Jean Road. Suite 101 Lake Oswego Oregon 97035 (JSR 503 /635- 9229 

CATALOG $500 
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Learn at home In spare time 

Bea 

GUN PRO 

Mail this Postage-Paid reply card for Free Details 

Experts guide you step by step—show you what to do, how 
to do it Apply for Federal Firearms License, get ‘ bulletins ’ 
on “dose-out” prices, often 25% and more discount Start 
your own business full or part time, or work for gun shop, 
sports or discount store, firearms manufacturer, distributor 
or importer. Rush this POSTAGE-PAID CARD for FREE 
information that tells how you can train to be a Gun Pro. 


Dept. PRS082S 

Mom_Age_ 

Adfess_Apt. #_ 

Qfy/Stnto____ 

Phone ( J_ 


NO SALESMAN WILL VISIT.„NO COST OR OBLIGATION 

G136C Soldiei of Fortune 
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SCHOOL OF FIREARMS 

925 OAK STREET 
SCRANTON PA 18540-9888 















Get On 
Target! 


Subscribe To 
SOF Today! 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE 

□ YES! SEND ME ONE YEAR OF SOF , 

FOR ONLY $26.00. I SAVE OVER 46%. 

□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) 

□ New □ Renewal 

□ MasterCard DVISA □ Bill Me 

Card #- Exp. Date_ 

Signature _ 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_State;-Zip Code:_ 

Or call 1 - 800 - 977-5207 BON992 

(Payment must accompany order. Offer good in U.S. only and it's possessions, 
APO-FPO Canada add $1000 (includes GST). AU other countries add $21 CO year 
additional postage.) Please allow 6-8 weeks for your first copy to be mafied. 
Savings based on annual newstand rate of $47.40. Expires 12/92. 
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Classic caliber — classic design. The power of .45 
caliber and the reliability of John Browning’s 1911 At. 

ChinaSports brings you the 1911A1 semi-auto pistol in 
.45ACP, designed by John Browning over 80 years ago 
and built today by Norinco the way Mr. Browning 
intended — DROP FORGED of highest quality steel, 
then machined, for years and years of dependable \ % 
service. •/. 

The ChinaSports 1911A1 has features that you, the ] 
shooter, want -- at very competitive pricing: standard 

_ $ \ 

WEAR EYE A' HEA P ] 



.45 caliber, ’solid barrel bushing, chrome lined barrel, 
3-dot sights. Each pistol comes with 2 magazines 
and a cleaning kit. The true 1911 At. 
From ChinaSports. Now available at your dealer. 


ORINCO 






P.O. Box 3250, Ontario, California 91761 

ChinaSports products are sold stricHy through the Distributor-Dealer network, 

r ^.- • '2 * • 

i .45 /4@P ciHcm* *o*Ui<x&lc — i* 4toe&. 


Ot'ECTION W H E N. hi 4.1 N G ;A N Y ^ FIREARM! 
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